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U, S, ARMY AIR FORCES 

26 March 1944: 

Dear Mable: 

Guess you're still pounding away at the old typewriter. 
trying to let we G. 1.' s know what' s going on in the 
old town. Anyhow, I for one wants to let you know that 
it sure is comforting to read every word in the paper. 
To be sure one learns things through your medium that 
could not be learned through 'the weekly papers, but 
after all, that's what we want. 

Knowing that even horses get hungry, I'm enclosing 
a small bale of hay--keep them coming this way, won't 
you? 

Well, when I was home on my 20 day furlough last month, 
I really expected that to be my last furlough for the 
duration plus ••• but no soap. Instead of transferring 
me overseas to China as I had supposed, I find ~rself 
transferred across the water (Potomac river) to the 
new outfit I'm in. Guess they will be striking medals 
any day now for the battle of the Potomac. I'm sure 
entitled to one. 

I'm still the mamager of the War Department theater here, 
and can't complain, for it is swell work. Essential too, 
they tell me, but when a fellow has been on his fanny 
in Washington as long as I (almost 2 years), it is time 
to be seeing what the other side of the globe looks like. 

Oh well, this is the Air Corps, you know. and anything 
can and does happen. By the way, my new address is: 

S;'~gt. Charles W. Griffith 
Washington National Airport Staff Squadron 
Air Transport Command 
Washington, D. C. 

~ure would like to hear from all my old friends now in the 
service, so tell 'em to come on and~ 

~ 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS 

The Editor 

l51st Infantry 
APO 38, Care ~ostmaster 

San Francisco, Calif. 

March 27, 1944 

The Horae t s Mouth 
Glenville, West Virginia 

Dear Editor: 

Having just recently had a letter in your splendid 
publication, I am not sending this note tor reproduotion but 
rather for your cnm information. 

This morning I oalled at a hospital here in the hope 
of seeing Pfc. Fred Shreve, who, according to a newspaper clip­
ping from home, was eonvalescing here. The hospital. informed me 
that Fred had been discharged trom the hospital. to duty with his 
organization on March 6th. 

Wh1le at the hospital I looked up Kyle Bush, from 
Glenville, who is temporarily attached there as a doctor. He 
has been on several raids in the Pacific Area with un! ts of the 
Army and Marines 

The immediate purpose of this note, however, is that 
in our conversation it developed that Kyle has not been getting 
copies of "The Horsets-Mouth lJ ; in fact he did not seem. to Imow 
anything about there even being such a thing. Now, this war is 
hell, but it sho mat be "beller" for a GUmerlte to have to go 
through it without the morale-boosting inter_ting news and 
amusing gossip ot tbe H-M. 

paper to: 
So 1£ you have ~ been doing so, please send your 

Lt. (jg) J. A.X. Bush 
Care CINPAC Medical Otticers Pool 
CINPAC Fleet Post-Ottice 
San francisco, Calif. 

Gratetully yours, 

~~C.~ 
Raymond E. Freed 
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Ap r il e.194L 

norse 's Mouth 
Gl env il'l e, West Va . 

Dear Fr iendts 

It has been quite a ~hile since I wrote to all of 
. my friends but 1. am sure they va 11 understaad wb.en they know t I am care taker for a large group of Naval Aviation Cadet~ No 

group on earth like them, They are the finest -6~~op'e-f men·-thls ~ 
country has but also the most dev11sh. I am at present Officer 
in Ca.a~ge of the 12 thBattalion of Wailidron Filed. )i t is where 
the Torpedo Bombers tra1n just be fore they get thier wings. Of 
course all of the ~ are hot pl10ts~ This Navy is a funny place 
to be, no one knows what is goine'; to take place next. it all 
wd),rks out in the end regardless of hn 1 t runs. Of course such s ta­
ements as this can not be printed 0 

1 have a graden here in Corpus Ghristl and I mus t admit it 
is a good one. Onions, TOIJlatoes, Banes, Peas, Let t uce, Corn, 
Watermelon, Cucumbers and A lot of other things 1 can not spell. 
I will have a good many th ings to eat if the wind does not blow 
them a way. 

John is grwoing like a we d. This country is go~d for him. 
He gets a lot of sun shine and exercise. 2erhpas he will be 
a Teocan in growth. That 1s all I wish him to be so far as Texas 
is concerned. Their are good people here but Texas is the only 

A place on eaurth to these people. ~-pS-8cl,··-the'·pap·e-I'&--&M·.·a&ar~/·t-h€"m 
<. ,)\ ~.Te!!(lXs is winning the War besides doing all the fighting. 

. t1J-rf'..,.--
Att platns and sallors ~ all that we havehere in ~orpus 

Christi. It 1s a fair town but far from being a city. ipe 
people are~aking more money *an they thoughtexlsted/in the 
whole worol • Rent for any kni of a house is $100.001 They 
would try d get that much fo a garage if people WO ld live 
in them. Eery thing else is ust as high. 

Corpus Christi may be the winter resort after the ~ar for 
people from the Middle West but not for the poeple frm oyr 
section of the country. It is too far from home. 1600 miles by 
ra od is to fa r to come ~eh'""C:t'-tre·l-:r-o'f---a<4'>-3::a'6e-. 

I had~ most/experinece this winter when I took a ten day uJ"AJ~ 
and drove to Mexico City. Itis a vo nderfull county to see. Those 
people are stlll livin.g in there native ways with knowing the~t',§~.--
i s a ';\(ar go i ng on. ~<&n--t.b,..€V-~F0tdld"" ·w·r·t~ 0 - st.rc1'r"~t"rri~-8"Er -h.o me 
knowe n to them. 

I loom forward tQ~the arrival of the\ voese ' s Mouth more than 
I do all the papers I a~receiVing. Human ~nterest and reading 
about people we know is ~\prth a great deal ,\0 so many people that ~ 
are away from horne. . 
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AMERICAN RED CROSS 

The Editor 

l,lst Infantry 
APO 38- Care · Postmaster 

San Francisco, Calif. 

April 25, 1944 

"The Horse's Mouth" 
Glenville, West Virginia 

Dear Editor: 
,. 

In case you may not have heard about it, you may be 
interested in having a report concerning the West Virginia RallY 
that was held on the Island of Oahu, Hawaiian Territory, on April 
6th,from 11 A. M. till 4 p. M. 

Present was a crowd estimated at at least four hundred­
all from the good old Mountain State. Every branch of the service 
was heavily represented in numbers as well as rank. There was 
plenty of food, music (the juke-box played "I Wanna Go Back to 
West Virginia" practically continuously), a home-like spirit of 
«ood fellowship; but as might be expected, the supply of beer was 
inadequate. A program of speeches was arranged, but was abbreviated 
because everyone seeJ!l6d to prefer to visit with friends and meet 
folks from back home. 

Among those whom I was pleased to meet were the following 
former students at G. S. C.: (1) T~1 Jason Meadows; (2) Lt. Kyle 
Bush; (3) S/Sgt. Gabe Chabut; anJ~J;'es Morford. Also present were 
the following good Gilmerites: (1) T/4 Robin Powell; (2) TI4 George 
E. Schrock, and (3) Hale Gainer, of Tanner. Lt. Marvin Bush, from 
Burnsville, was a member of the committee that arranged the affair. 
All these men seemed to be especially well and unanimous in their 
desire to get back to West Virginia as soon as possible after the 
Pacific is made pacific again. 

Note: The above should probably be sUmmarized if you 
care to use any of it. -

Again thanking you for the splendid work you are do­
ing for Gilmer's servicemen, I remain 

~ly,= .~ 

Ra: ond E. Freed 
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The Horse's Mouth 
Glenville, 
West Virginia. 

Dear Editor; 

29 May 1944 

It is needless to repeat the appreciation express­
ed in every letter written by servicemen throughout the 
four corners of the earth, regarding the heaps of morale 
building subject matter contained in the issues of the 
Horse's Mouth. Upon the receipt of a copy, I always 
take a few moments to scan over the subject matter re­
gardless how busy I may be at the office. Of course 
after duty hours I digest the contents rather thoroughly. 

On April 6, 1'lest Virginians in service here, held 
a reunion in a particular good location on this Island 
of Oahu, Territory of Hawaii. This occasion brought to­
gether many former friends of the Mountain State and 
also made acquaintances with new friends in many instan­
ces. My first pleasant surprise at the reunion was 
meeting Mr. Freed of the American Red Cross, formerly a 
professor of some of my studies at Glenville State. 
While conve~sing with Mr. Freed, who should step up but 
Sgt. Jason Meadows of Elkins and an alumnus of GSC. In 
the meantime I spied a group of sailors eyeing me from 
a bench. Upon a second look I recognized them to be 
friends from Elkins and naturally a lengbhy discussion 
ensued. Later in the afternoon I met a very good class­
mate of mine from Glenville State. He is Lt. Kyle Bush 
of the Navy Medical Department. We spent the remainder 
of the afternoon together and took some pictures with 
other West Virginians. 

My address has changed three times during the last 
three months. Don't be surprised to hear from me from 
the Far East in the not too distant 1 future. At pre­
sent am on duty at a new agent office where the opport­
unity for learning finance is ideal. 



-,:..-

Several weeks ago, a small contingent of WACS 
arrived in this territory, which marked the first entry 
of the Women's Auxiliary Corps in this area. They are 
to replace a group of GI'S who will be released for 
combat duty. I have not had an opportunity to talk to 
any of the boys that were replaced by them, therefore I 
do not know what reactions they had toward the WACS. 

Many American and National League Baseball stars 
are putting the diamond game on a pretty competitive 
basis as well as one which is of a demanding interest 
on the part of both, the civilians as well as the service­
men. Of course these major league stars are either in 
the military or naval service here. This is excellent 
baseball territory as the game could easily be played 
the year around. Johnny Mize is playing some bang up 
ball for the navy as well as pitcher Maesterson. Joe 
DiMaggio along with several other major league ball 
players, now in military service, are scheduled to show 
up with the army in the near future. So we should be 
seeing some big time baseball games in the near future. 

Bob Hope is scheduled to furnish the servicemen;of 
Hawaii with a personal appearance and entertainment some 
time during the latter part of June. News of this nature 
spreads like wild fire and I anticipate a hectic time 
of getting to see him even with a telescope. If one is 
willing to spend several hours of waiting, arriving at 
an early hour, would probably be the only sure method of 
getting a good seat in the auditorium. 

'Nould like to take this opportunity of sending my 
best personal wishes to all Glenville College fellows 
now in service wherever they may be. 

Aloha, 



CAMP MACDONOUGH 
PLATTSBURG BARRACKS 

NE"vV YORK 
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UNITED STATES ARMY RECRUITIN:G OFFICE 
404 Raleigh St~eet . 

BLUEFIELD, WEST VIRGINIA 

16 June 1944 

I joined the Arrey about a vear 9!"'O for tl-e express purpose of winninr; the war 
snd seeins the world. I've seen a very little of the worli, and I'm a long 
way from the Second Front and the Great Invas ion. rJeither have I dropped 
any bombs on 'Tojo yet, but I have ridden a jeep up every holler in southern 
West Virt;inia in search of those elusive fem91es between 20 and" 50 eligible 
to join the ifomen IS Army Corps. 

I rea lly don It have materia 1 for a printable letter in the ill': neighs but 
I am enclosing a bit of provender for the trusty :r~ag. The Old Gray 1.are 
is~oinG a great jOb-- keep her ~arnessed and pulling for victory and 
that final Bie Parade in Berlin and TO~Jo. 

Sincerely, 

2~ CE.Pn f.~u ~: .. 
JDlJA C. rCQU~L 
Pfe., ,vA.C 
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THE HORSEt:) .mUTH 
GLE~VILLE, H. VA . 

.1,)ear Sir: 

19 September, 1944. 
Martanas Islands. 

I thought you hed received my new address but evidently 
you didn't. It is: H&S Co, 2d Amph Trac Bn, Fleet Marine 
Forces, Pacific, c/o Fleet Post Office, San Francisco, Calif •• 

I have been receiving your caries pome early after being 
sent and some very late but nevertheless I enjoy reading them 
very much. It's very lonesome in this part of the Pacific 
especially when you have nothing to do but that's very eeldom. 
I haven't seen a white woman since I left Hawaii and that was 
a few months ago. I enjoyed reading the article about Bantz 
Craddock taking his grandson for a ride in ye old baby carriage. 
That's one of the few things that makes your paper interesting. 

I shall continue to look for your paper and I know that 
I will enjoy it as always. 

Very Truly Yours, 

~~w~·~ 
sg~. ~ C. Elliott, USMCR. 



Dear Horse's Mouth, 

Chungking 
Sept. 23 

It has been quite heartening to hear from you' 
to realize that guys still swap punches in the poolroom and somet! 
try to whale hell out of the town cop. It is reassuring to know th 
war nerves affect only the larger centers of population, such as 
Hollywood, e.nd do not penetrate to Glenville. 

That's the way it is here, too. Chungking was e 
the most frequently bombed city in the world, but now it's as sa~e 
a seat in front of Charley Miles' blacksmith shop-- in fact much s~. 
The loudest explosion you hear around here is the crash of an empt; 
vodka bottle, and the hottest fight is an argument between two Ameans 
about which has the more abundant case of Yangtze Rapids. Like Chaw 
Miles' place, Chungking wouldn't be interesting if it weren't for 1 
wonderful characters that abound here. Any day around this town YOl 
can meet a Japanese communist, a correspondent for the Dog World(nd~~ing ) , 
a guy who writes a racing column for Moe Annenberg's papers, a Bhu~t­
priest who was born in Surrey, England, and whoreladies of several 1 
degrees of pulchritude and price. not to mention Donald Nelson, or rl Sher i01 

Prices are pretty startling, as you've heard. A vs­
paper will cost you $25. A pack of Chinese cigarettes runs from $4~ 
$260, but that's all in Chinese National Currencey, which at the mmt 
is worth $230 to the ace of U.S. 

But it's in the privies that Chinese culture is 
immediately more finished and more imaginative than our own. Whereamr 
own Chic Sales are usually inscribed only with such simple sentimenas : 
"A man's ambition is surely small--", or "Schme folks come to sit anhink-­
Chinese privies have pictures. not only that, but they're very arttc 
and detailed pictures. They're not pornographic as you might expect 
Instead, they're usually head-and-shoulder portraits of Oriental pOltates, 
replete with head-dresses, fancy gew-gaws, and clothes decorated frlwho­
laid-the-chunk. In fact, there are so many details about the pictur~ 
one sometimes wonders if it mightn't be a most profitable project t~ 
get the local agency for Epsom Salts in China after the war. Make a 
big clean-up, no doubt. 

Of course, the Chinese mostly just use the great 
outdoors for psci1rid a privy anyhow, which probably demonstrates an ~n 
higher advancement of civilization. 

Well, to show my appreciation as best I can, I'm 
enclosing ten bueks Chinese. You might want a Chinese shoe-snine sonime. 

Love and kisses, 

£d /r~ Jle6r;u;1, 
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AIR MAIL 

15 Oct., 1944 
Southwest Pacific 

Hello Mable: Well, believe it or not, but I really 
started to write you over a year ago and am now just 
getting around to it. It happened back in January of 
1943 when I ran into one of the Bozo boys from 
Summersville who use to go to GSTC. He was with the 
20th U. S. N. Const. Batt. and at that time was in 
New Caledonia. He use to get the Horses Mouth and 
would save them for me whenever I had a chance to 
drop around. I was based at that time in New Cale­
donia too. It suee was good reading as I got the 
inside dope on so many of the old gang that I use to 
wonder where in .. Xl hell they were. 

Last winter I ran into Alpha Baughman at Norfolk and 
today out here in the southwest Pacific I ran into 
an ole classmate of mine at GSTC, no other than Izzy 
Nachman. We sure had a good bull session today 
talking over the days that one never forgets. In fact 
he and I will be together for several days and in that 
time will compare notes on events out Glenville way 
and Glenville's ex-residents out this way. Had a card 
from Rex Pyles sometime back and he is now in the 
Amphibious forces too and I look to see him one of 
these days soon out here on one of these tubs. 

Yes, thing s out here are kinda rough and will get 
rougher I guess, but, there were times at GSTC that 
things were rough tool I got in on the invasion of 
the Palau islands last month but other than that I 
can't tell you anything. 

Well, say hello to all around Glenville that I might 
know and here's hoping to see you at Homecoming in 
1946. It couldN't be any sooner as I see it. Oh. 
yes, do me a favor and put my name on the Horses 
Mouth mailing list, will you? Itde like to get the 
dope on some of the fellows like Bill Moore, Al 
Morford, Tootie Porterfield and others ».,xximxtka 
who were at GSTC back in the early thirties. 

Hold fast, 
\1 r'7 lAo If 

"Zip" ( r1 --( 

PS Where is Eddie Orr now? And Bo Ewin8u? __ -----' 
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The Glenville Mer~ry 
Glenville College 
Glenville, West Virginia 

Dear Gray: 

November 1, 1944 

ThQught you might like to ·have a little 
news item I ran into about a month ago. To 
make a lon€ story very long, here it is along 
with a few statisti-cs and measurements. 

An~my, I'm married. Bride's name Paula 
Hastoglis--resident of Princeton, N. J.-­
graduate of Princeton High School--employed {was; 
in Registrar's Office, prii~n University--
You must know part of the about me--
Graduate of Clay High Svhool--Glenville 41.143'. 
_-Army Engineeri~ Student at Princeton. 
Wedding took place at home of Bride on Sep.tember 
29th. Best man was Will lam Valachovic of 
Schenectady, New York {also ASTP student at 
Princeton).Couple is living in Red Bank, New 
Jersey ne'ar Fort Monmouth where I am now 
stationed. 

I know it's a few days late but thought 
you still mi~ht like to h~ve it. I wish you 
would also *~~ tack my address in the paper 
someplace. 

Sincerely, 

(:)~ 
Pfc. Winston L. Shelton, 15172218 

Co. k 15 S. T. R. 
Fort Monmouth New Jersev . 

THE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS . THE NA~IONAL CATHOLIC COhlMUNITY. SERVICE 
THE SA l VATION ARMY . THE YOUNG WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
THE JE WI SH WELFARE BOARD . THE NATIONAL TRAVELERS AID ASSOCIATION 
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The Horse's Mouth 
Glenville, W. Va. 

Dear Editor: 

7 December 1944 

Today the third anniversary of the Pearl Harbor 
disaster was observed by all churches of the Island of 
Oahu as a day of prayer for those who gave up their 
lives on December 7, 1941. A Requiem High Mass was 
said at the Pearl Harbor bowl where thousands of serv­
icemen assembled to offer up thier prayers for the 
intention of those subjected to the sneak Japanese 
attack. The liturgy of the clergy on these anniversary 
observances is indeed impressive and should not be 
missed by those who have an opportunity to attend. 

I consider myself fortunate in saying that the 
Horse's Mouth has been arriving regularly and read with 
appreciation and interest. In the last issue I noted 
that Neil Sappington was in this general territory. V'las 
sorry to have missed him when he passed through here, 
although chances are that we may yet meet on some island 
of the Pacific. 

At the West Virginia shindig held on October 6, I 
met Leon Reischel a former GS'~'C classmate from Spencer. 
He had been here only a few weeks prior to our meeting. 
Also had a pleasant surprise at our office one day when 
1st Lt. Ralph Burton of the Dental Corps appe~red with 
a voucher for payment. Of course as it is only natural, 
,he received prompt attention. That night he came to my 
barracks where we gossiped about everything that has 
happened since we had Biology lab together at GSTC., 

Am enclosing a local newspaper clipping regarding 
"Happy" Vi'hiting's outfit. This division has covered 



thinking of returning to Glenville soon. 

Shakespeare's Hamlet will be the main attraction 
on our new War Department theatre schedule next week. 
The leading role will be played by Major Ma,urice Evans, 
noted Shakespearean actor of today. Last year I saw 
him take the leading role in Macbeth playing opposite 
Judith Anderson. These plays attract capacity crowds 
wherever they are featured. 

In subsequent issues of the Horse's Mouth, it 
would be interesting to read about the opinions of GSC 
alwnni and members in various branches of the service, 
in regards to a plan in formulating a GSC Servicemen's 
Yearbook something along the basis of a regular coll~ge 
year book. There would be an abundance of pictures on 
hand for the pictorial pages and certainly the subject 
matter should have unlimitea sources. What is your 
opinion ? 

Sincerely, 

~ 



f~::~lk~i~!ti:m:~~:~t}~:;t~~l;X~ 24th D-IY-IS-IOn Troops K.-114 000 
ce~. who was graduated from the , 
mIlItary academy at West Point in 
1917. d 

' He won the Silver Star for gal-tJapanese an 
lantry in action in the first World J Lose But 134 Men 
war and the Purple Heart for i 

wounds. ,-------------------------------1 He was awarded the gion of AN A D V A N C E D BASE IN . , at the end o~ the first two days of 
Merit for his work th far in DUTCH NEW GUINEA, Sept. 22. fighting. 
this war. His wife and son and (/P)--A quiet, soft-spoken man who I A sudden, soaking torrential 
dal'ghter live at West nt. lives as s~mply as .his . troops ~nd I downpour brought down tons of 
Ge~. Irving's number ne oppo- shar~s. theIr hardshIps .m the fIeld earth on the trail far behind them 

nent m the Hollandia a ation was has Jomed the ranks of Gen. Doug- and work of cutting a road to supply 
a Japanese naval oHi " Admiral 11l;s MacArthur's foremost Japanese them ceased. 
Endo. The admiral's fl , t had been I kIllers.. The troops were eating only the 
vIrtually annihilated i 1 the battle , More than ~,OOO sons at ~Ippon meager est rationS' and their ammu-
of the Coral sea and he was on h' nave been kIlled and buned by nition was running low when from 
way, back to Japan. The America~ 24~h division troops comll?-anded by his divisional command post on the 
landmg caught him by surprise and thI? 50 ye~ old West Po~nt, N. Y., beach Gen. Irving set out to look 
he fled with his staff, o~flcer, Maj. Gen. Fredenck A. Ir- over the situation. 

Gen. Irving's men were hot on his vmg. # # # He hiked to the front lines at a 
traIl as the esteemed officer from And what is more important to pace that nearly exhausted other 
NIppon strug;gled through the jun- mothers and fathers back in the men of his staff, surveyed the situa-
gle. To add msult to injured a re- United States, he did the job at tion and returned to his head-
ward of 10 Dutch guilders Cab out $5) a cost of only 134 American cas- ,quarters. 
was of~ered ~or his capture, not a I ualties, 41 men killed and 93 
very hIgh pnce for a ranking offi-, wounded. 
cer but an approximate value of: When troops of the 24th division, 
JaI;anese admirals in this area. a regular army unit formerly sta-

'[he reward was sufficiently high tioned in Hawaii, landed at Tanah 
to send :,cores of natives on his trail. Merah bay in Dutch New Guinea 

AdmIral Endo n",,-er was found last April 22 and began their push 
but one of his staff officers told toward Hollandia airdrome they 
how the admiral, exhausted, dress- ran into supply trouble. 
ed himself in his blue uniform They advanced some 12 miles over 
with sword and sent the others mountain trails so rugged the ex-
ahead, telling them he could not haustedmen flopped on the ground 
keep up. It is believed the ad-, 
miral perished by his own hand. 
Thousands of other .r apanese were 

~ot so fortunate, however. Demoral­
lZed and hungry, hunted and afraid 
of the natives they had oppressed, 
hey were hunted down. 

Gen. frying 

It # # 
Twenty miles is considered a good 

day's hike under wartime conditions 
in the jungle. Gen. Irving made 
more than 24 miles. 

By the next morning he had set. 
up a syst~m of hand carriers and 
the advance went forward on 
schedule. The men ate again and 
were supplied with ammunition. 
Their swift advance gave the 

Turn to Page 6, Column 1 

~~linnillU·at.&W __ ~.AO __ ~~.ua. __ .. ~~ __________ ~ ________ ~~~~~~~~~ __ ~~ __ ~ __ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~_=~~~~ 



'24th Divisioll 
A Killing Outfit 
Continued from Page 1 

: Japanese no chance to recover 
from their demoralization or make 
a stand. 
The story of Gen. Irving and his 

24th division's swift advance goes , 
back to Hawaii in 1942. Gen. Irving i 
took command of the 24th that ' 
spring and immediately began train­
ing his men to be jl.jngle fighters, 

He set up a tortuous course in 
the Koolau mountains. Prior to that , 
time units of the division had fol- i 
lowed the established trails in all 
their advances, but Gen. Irving or­
dered them to cut straight through 
the underbrush, avoid the trails, and 
hit for their target on the most 
direct course. He worked his men 
until they were' ready to drop but 
they began to get into shape. 

They had no complaints, Gen. 
Irving went with them on those 
exhausting marches. In fact, he 
made more hikes than any indi­
vidual soldier. And two years 
later in the jungle of New Guinea 
3,000 miles away the training paid 
dividends. 







DEAR EDS, 

USS VINCENNES 
SAN FRANCISCO~ CAL. 

29 DEC. 1744 

DON'T TAKE THE DEARTH OF LETTERS FROM ME DURING THE PAST YEAR 

AS ANY INDICATION I'M NOT ONE OF YOUR MOST READY READERS, FOR I 

DO GO OVER AND OVER YOUR SHEET WHEN IT'S FIRST RECEIVED,AND EVERY THREE 

OR FOUR MONTHS I TAKE OUT MY FILES (THEY ARE COMPLETE EXCEPT FOR NO. 

2 OF VOL. I ) AND SPEND AN EVENING GOING THROUGH THEM AGAIN. WERE IT 

NOT FOR THEM I'D SOON LOSE CONTACT WITH ALL THE FELLOWS FROM HOME. 

TO RUN INTO ANYONE FROM GLENVILLE BEGINS TO APPEAR AN IMPOSSIBILITY 

TO ME. NEVER IN THE TWENTY MONTHS OF SEA DUTY I'VE HAD HAS IT BEEN 

MY LUCK TO SEE A FAM III AR FACE FROM GILMER COUNTIf, ALTHOUGH I HAVE 

SEEN A FEW MOUNTAINEERS AT SHORE STATIONS. QUITE OFTEN I KNOW THAT 

JOHN COOPER IS ROUND IN THESE PARTS, BUT HE'S NOT CLOSE ENOUGH TO 

SEE OR TALK WITH. AT THE MOMENT I'M HOPING THAT IT WILL BE A MEETING 

WITH NEIL SAPPINGTON FOR ME ONE OF THESE DAYS. 

WERE IT POSSIBLE I'D LIKE TO REPAY YOU FOR THE PLEASURE OF 

READING THE HM BY DISHING OUT A LITTLE HOT DOPE, BUT OF COURSE 

CENSORSH I P WON'T PERM IT. MAYBE SOME OF THESE DAYS, WHO KNOWS? 

CAN SAY THAT WE'VE GOT A 4.0 SHIP, AND THAT SHE HAS BEEN IN ACTION, 

SO I LEARNED RECENTLY FROM CLIPPINGS SENT FROM THE STATES. 11VE 

BEEN QUITE BUSY SINCE EARLY FALL, FOR IN ADDITION TO MY MILITARY 

DUTIES I'VE BEEN RUNNING A DAILY SPORTS PAGE FOR THE CREW AND DURING 

FOOTBALL SEASON RAN A POOL SIMILAR TO THE ONE WIB BEALL HAD AT THE 

GRILL. IT GREW TO BE QUITE THE THING, AND OUR HIGHEST RANKING OFFICER 

SENT HIS ORDERLY DOWN FOR ME TO BRING HIM AN ENTRY BLANK AND ALL THE 
u 

INFORMATION I HAD ON THE TEAMS. RIGHT NOW I'M GETTING READY TO 



BEGIN A 30 MINUTE SPORTS PROGRAM WEEKLY OVER OUR SHIP'S PUBLIC 

ADDRESS SYSTEM. IT'S HARD TO GET ENOUGH MATERIAL FOR BOTH THE PAPER 

AND THE SPORTSCAST, BUT I HAVE CLIPPINGS SENT TO ME REGULARLY FROM 

HOME AND WE GET A FEW ITEMS VIA RADIO WHEN RECEPTION IS FAVORABLE. 

IT ALL IS VERY POPULAR WITH THE CREW WHO DO NEED SOMETHING SOMETHING 

TO THINK ABOUT OUT HERE BESIDES THE ROUTINE OF SEA BUTY. 

H~WE~ER, I MAY HAVE TO GIVE UP THE EXTRA-CURRICULAR JOB, 

AS YESTERDAY I WAS MADE SIGNAL OFFICER AND MY OURS OF FREE TIME CAME 

ABRUPTLY TO AN END. 

IF IT ISN'T TOO MUCH TROUBLE COULD YOU ENCLOSE A LIST OF 

THOSE FROM AROUND HOME WHO ARE ABOARD SHIPS WITH PACIFIC AREA ADDRESSES 

WHEN YOU GIVE HUNTER MY NEXT PAPER? IF I HAVE THE NAME OF_THE SHIP 

IT IS POSSIBLE THAT I COULD LOOK THEM UP. SABB IS THE ONLY ONE I 
BuT 

KNOW ABOUT SO FAR, A I'M THINKING THAT WARREN LAMB AND RALPH COX ARE 

OUT HERE NOW, OR IS THAT RIGHT? 

HOPE THAT YOUR NEW YEAR IS A HAPPY ONE AND THAT YOU'LL BE 

ABLE TO KEEP THE HM GALLOPING OUT TO THIS AREA. 

BEST RE(JlARDS, 

M~DISON 



THE CALHOUN CHRONICLE 
I. Louis lones, Mgr. 

GRANTSVILLE, W. VA. 
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