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- returned from a three-year trip
abroad, and who is visiting her aunt,
Mrs. Laura Doyle of Main Street,
has given to The Mercury the fol-
lowing story of her visit to Bavaria
and of her meeting with royality
there:

Bechestagen is not only the jumc-
tion for Konigsee, but is also a
quaint, interesting village, once one
diseovers it. It lies along the erest of
a hill, high above the railroad sta-

_ tion, and inyisible to the chance

“ tourist waiting there for the train,
who has only a glimpse of a vast
* fortress perched on a cliff, once the
feudal stronghold of the Prince
Bishops.

For many centuries these Prince
Bishops ruled large territories from
‘here. Typical, medieval tyrants they
'were; capable, ruthless, cruel, avar-
jeious. Now their great palace is put

['¥ %o all sorts of ignoble uses—the part

adjoining the chief square is a beer

\
|
| garden, and the main thoroughfare
k

of the village runs under the mas-
sive portal and across the centra!
©

| the splendid pomp and ceremony of

Toyalty has given place to the drab

iugrynfn mocratic regime.

h hd m\;ility——even TOy-~

r itself. :
; were to witness a demon-
tion of this &enth in this

A Visit toa Quaint Village of Bavaria
Where Royalty Still Dwells in Palaces

Miss Mabel Wiant, who has just |

Strolling sbout this ancient Hof,]
one cannot help regretting that all

political matters, we all loitered
along the highway beyond the town,
and then separated. Two of us elect-
ing to mount to investigate a still
higher level of the town.

Later, while sitting on a stone wall
resting and enjoying the superb pan'-
orama, we saw a woman and two
children approaching. She was un-
mistakably an English governess, and
the small, agile, dark youngsters,
Bavarians. She was reproving the
little girl. “You do not need to play
with that child if you do not wish to,
but you must be polite,” she said
sternly. The child hung her head and
seemed impressed by this reprimand;
then catching sight of us, both stared
with interested black eyes. They
were a cunning pair of about six and

leight years, in the usual native cos-

tume of green with jaunty, peaked-
crowned hats with a feather.

Just to make conversation we ask-
ed, “Which is the nearest way back
to the Platz?"

Neither spoke, and the governess
said, “Ludwig, answer the lady.”

Then Ludwig came nearer, and
eaid in halting English, “Yes, Ma-
dame, I can tell you. You must fol-
low the path on the left until you
come to a house very pink, and then
you go downward by many steps.”

We mmhm Ium on his Eng-

e “ m,‘ > J —
and they all bowed

we parted, mutually delighted.
-&g they disappeared in the forest,
a peasant woman came along and
reshnx 'her large basket on the wall,
d us gravely after the man-

7y spot. For as we lingered about
abbey porch, gazing at the fac-
opposite, and listening to a man
_from Munchen explaining that this
_rih: of the old palace was now the
residence of Prince Rupprecht, the
 stout double deors were swung open
. by servants in dark livery, and four
gentlemen stepped out. “There he is,
the one on the left.”
“That is he.”

1£ 7

ner of Bavarians, “I kiss your hands,
well-born ladies.” After receiving
our proper response, she continued
in the soft dialect of the country,
“You have made the acquaintance,
I perceive, of their Royal Highness-
es, our beloved Princelings.” Thus it
was discovered that these were the
scions of the kingly family whom we
had been put?onizing!

Even those Americans who search

“It js the Prince hi

idiously for the sight of titled

‘A dozen breathless. exclamations
in hushed German voices, and every
hat came off. One Prussian stood
ihﬂly at attention. A long, open car

d over the. and
stopped so that the four, could get
in; then it turned to leave by . the
~ other gate. This brought them quite
. close to our little group, and we had
n unimpeded view of his Highness
Zu he bowed and acknowledged the
}wnlum. lifting his military’ cap
| gracefully, even smiling a little,
quite different from the arrogant
airs assumed by ex-nobles of Berlin.
e was tall, lean, and bronzed, with
keen, intelligent face, and he
ved with an elastic vigor that
mazed us; for only the week be-
he had celebrated his sixieth
irthday. Celebrated it quietly in
small e, thereby evincing his
nd judgment, for he forbad all
¢ demonstrations in his own
and in Munchen.
thought him a fine figure of a
moniarch, and wished that
ht have his job back again. No
t his segment of Germany
be better off if he were m
but a king reigning in
of a socialistic country o
problems. Thus disc

#

W hloct

folk, would have been satisfied with
our morning encounters, and we
felt unexpectedly rewarded for wan-
deving in the bye-ways.

We descended by “the very pink
house” to the beer garden, where we
drank Munchen brew and ate rye
bread and cheese, well pleased with
this obscure corner of Europe and
its people lm‘l_ their princes.

FIVE ATTEND GRID BANQUET

A. F. Rohrbough Makes
Weston Celebration

Coach Natus Rohrboungh, Howard
Lindell, Archie Morris, and Frank
Vass of Glenville State Normal
School, and Charley Bass of Glén-
ville were guests at the mid-state
football banquet held at Weston
Wednesday evening. The banquet
was given under the auspices of the
Weston Chamber of Commerce in
honor of the Monongahela Valley
football champions, the Weston High
School football team.

The guest of honor was Earle
(“Greasy’’) Neale, head coach at
West Virginia University. Coach
Rohrbough was one of the speakers
on the program. About three hun-
ed persons mttended.

Talk at

MUSICAL PROGRAM
GIVENBY Y. M.C.A.
IS WELL ATTENDED

Miss Richards and Miss Camp
of Clarksburg Give Two

MISS MOSS’ SONGS LIKED

G. N. S. Glee Clubs and Quartet
Take Part—Bertha Olsen
Plays Piano Solo

(By M. Y.)
The Glenville Normal School audi-

torium was well filled with students |

and tovwnqpe‘ople for the all-musical
program presented by the Young
Men's Christian Assotiation -yester-
day evening at 8 o’clock.

The program, which was given by
alumni, faculty members, students,
and two young women from out of
town, consisted of & variety of musi-
cal numbers: piuh solos, quartet se-
lections, musical readings, glee club
songs, and whistling and vocal solos.
Some of these numbers were well
given, but for the most part the pro-
gram would have been better with
more prapnnﬂon. -

Clarksburger G

Miss bhon'; inﬁryutnhon of Mok-

vejs's “Valeik” was very good, it
seemed that there was something
lacking in Chopin’s “Polanaise in A
Major.” Nor did the school quartet,
consisting of Fred Wilson, H. Y.
Clark, Earl Looker, and Selden
Brannon, sing as well as it is capable
of doing, probably because the sing-
ers were too’ far from the piano. The
two numbers sung by the quartet
were “Stars of the Summer Night”
and “Bow Down.”

Miss Mary Myrtle Richards and
Miss Aileen Camp of Clarksburg,
gave selections entitled “The Madon-
na at Palos” and “You're Just a
Kid.” Miss Richards read\ rather
well, but the piano accompaniment
of Miss Camp was, for the most part,
too loud for Miss Richard’s voice.

“The Heavens Resound,” first se-
lection of the Glenville Normal
School combined Glee clubs, was one
of the best numbers on the program.
“A Merry Life,” their second song,
was not so successful because the
boys' chorus did not have enough
singers.

Wahneta Moss Sings

Miss Helen Davis whistled “Some-
where a Voice is Calling” and “You-
're the One I Care For,” with Miss
Susan Barnett accompanying her at
the piano. The audience was quite
attentive to her solos.

The closing selections were vocal
solos, “My Castle of Dreams” and
“pll Sing You a Song,” by Miss

Wahneta Moss. The first song was
probably the best mumber on the
program, and the second one was

also sung well. Miss Sarah Louise

RUTH M’CRAY HAS HIGHEST AVERAGE
FOR FIRST SEMESTER, 96.94; SIX OF
THE TWELVE ON LIST ARE FRESHMEN

Miss Ruth McCray of Ronnoke had the highest scholastic honors in Glen-
ville Normal School for the first semester which ended Thursday. Her aver-
age grade for seventeen hours of work was 96.94 per cent. Miss McCuy is
a freshman and did her preparatory work at Weston High School.

Of the twelve persons who had the ten highest grades (four persons
made two everages) six were freshmen. Only one senior, Selden Brannon,
is included in this list compiled by Carey Woofter, registrar.

Mrs. Emma Joan Haumann, on the honor roll last year, ranked second
with an average of 95.33 per cent. She is a junior.

Only one prepamtory institution, Glade District High School in Cowen, *

had two of its gtaduates to rank among the first ten. Robert Gray and Miss
Gertrude Cunningham both of Cowen made averages of 95 and 94.75 res-

pectively.

In exception to the usual custom, w list of all those who made grades of
ninety or more was not compiled for the past se'mester

.N-me High School Grade Class Hrs. Work
1. Ruth J. MeCray ‘Weston 96.94—Freshman N7
2. Emma J. Haumann Buckhannon  95.33—Junior 15
3. Opal Gillispie Green Bank Dist. 95 —Freshman 17
3. Robert Gray Glade Dist. 95 —Freshman a7
4. Gertrude Cunningham Glade D. 94.75—Freshman V16
5. Seldon Brannon Rommney Inst.© 94.58—Senior 14
6. Lynwood D. Zinn G. N. S.  94.5 —Sophomore 16
7. Olive O'Dell Nicholas Co.  94.05—Junior’ I
8,

Harrisville
Troy Dist.

Belington
Ow Dist.

. Blake Hayhurst
9. Ira Reed
10. Paul Phillips
10. Ressie Snyder

i

Mpet Rio Gn.nde on Wl’,

While Potomac State Game |

. Will Be Monday

_ The basketball game, which was
scheduled fof Friday evening with
the Broaddus College Battlers but
was postp d b of.
examinations at both schools, will
be played tonight at Philippi. This
game will be the first one played
away from home and also the first
one of the second semester for the
Pioneers.

The Pioneers defeated the Bat-
tlers here by a score of 42-27, Jan.
17. The return game with the Bap-
tists on their home floor is expected
to be an interesting conmtest, with
the Normal team fighting to keep
the Battlers from evening the ac-
count. The usual lineup will prob-
ably start the game with Capt. Vass
at center; Hines and Lindell, for-
wards; and Bloor and Berger,
guards,

Saturday evening, Feb. 7, the
Pioneers will play Rio Grande in the
Normal gymnasium, and the fol-
lowing Monday evening, Potomac
State School comes to Glenville for
their first basketball game of the
season with the Pioneers. Potomae
State doubled the score on Broad-
dus College and defeated Fairmont
State Teachers’ College. Two good
games are expected on Saturday and
Monday evenings. Besides these two
games, Glenville Normal School has
but one other at Glenville, which
will be played with New River on
Feb. 23.

Cain was Miss Moss's panist

Although this first all-musical pro-
gram was not a tremendous success,
the Y. M. C. A. deserves considerable
commendation on presenting it. With
some more effort and encourage-
nmeént, the Y. M. C. A. should be able
to give a program with which few
could find fault.

A. E. Harris Visits Legislature

A. E. Harris spent his mid-year
vacation in Charleston where he
attended sessions of the legislature.
While there he procured material
for his course in civies for the sec-
ond semester.
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93.54—Junior 7
93.52—Sophomore

_Glenville State

troduced into the house of dele-
gates, Tuesday, by Delegate Earl H.
Smith, Democrat, of Marion county,
becomes law. Glenville Normal
School has really been a teachers’
college sinee the beginning of the
first semester last fall, but the old
name was retained because an act
of the state legislature was required
to change it.

The bill included the following
new names: Marshall College, Fair-
mont Sfate Teachers’ College, West
Liberty State Teachers’ College,
Glenville State Teachers’” College,
Shepherd State Teachers’ College,
and Concord State Teachers’ Coll-
ege.

317 Stud Rewi: d Y d

y

Registration for the second semes-
ter totaled 317 students yesterday,
according to Carey Woofter, regis-'
trar. Of these, 289 were first semes-
ter students who returnend, and 28
were new students. Twenty-six per-
sons who made advanced enroll-
ments have not completed registra-
ticn this semester, and it is mot
known how many of them will re-
turn. While it is undoubtedly true
that the enrollment will surpass 317,
it will probably not equal the 362
registered during the first semester.

Misses Brand, Moore Go to Weston

Miss Willa Brand and Miss Vinco
Moore attended the show, “All
Quiet on the Western Front” at
Weston, Tuesday night. Mrs. Max
Lynch was hostess at Verona Mapel
Hall during their absence.

Normal School
will become Glenvile State Teach-
ers’ College if a bill which was in-
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' PREPARING A DEFENSE

A woman member of the state executive committee
of pne of the two major political parties recently me-
'marked that taxes must be lowered and this must be
done by reducing the cost of the schools. Wheeling,
this year decreased its teachers’ salaries 10 per cent
and perhaps other schools have done the same. A
Br County news not long ago printed a
board of education announcement that an effort would
be made to reduce taxes by shortening the school |
term. These are facts that the teacher must consider
and not laugh at. 4
His present position is a rather precarious one and
his present salary is a debatable matter. The election
of a new board .of ed the intment of a
new city superintendent, or almost anything else may
mean the loss of his position. Of any once-a-month-
paid job his is most insecure. His one hundred dol}ars
a month salary sounds like fair recompense, but con-
. sidering his three months’ period of unemployment it
means only the seventy-five that the laborer might
earn. The street of ad t for the teach of
_average ability is a kind of blind alley. His future is
much more limited than is that of the clerk of the

.. same mbihty The J,ndustnous ‘teacher of superior in-

@ mht but he may so far ad-

‘thpt his routine work will be insignificant, that

ve an ovppontu‘mty to do what he likes—re-

2 al and that his salary may be

worst extravagances.
the

t postpone the end by saying, “Dlscharge
of the state emplnyes, and shake up 'the road
mission.” He had better face the end by asking
 himself, “Are our schools worth what they cost, and

“can this cost be decreased?” 2

Our answer to the first question is as vague as our’
Judgment of it A good teacher is worth more tham
he is paid; a poor one is worth nothing.”

Our answer to the second one is “Yes”; for at least
the economy of schools can be increased. The graded
school must remain comparatively as it is emept
for changes of | «consolidation, and so with junior high
. schools, The training they joffer is so fundamental that
. it is indepensable and not'too difficult for the student

of subnormal ability. In our high schools too much
" money is wasted. More secondary institutions should

offer technical training for those who ave unable to do
strictly academic work and for those with ability
3 enough for the more classwal ‘r:rammg but whose in-
terest is so megligible that® their progtess is unsatis-
factory. This change would eliminate thousands of
class failures which mean losses of many more thous-
. ands of dollars to the tax payers alone, not consider-
ing the loss to the students. Of course the cgst for
providing equipment for technical training would be
- prohibitive for many districts at the present time. .|

(A

e

REFORESTING AND UNEMPLOYMENT

The legislature of West Virginia convened recently
for a sixty-day session. In every divection from Char-
leston industry is hard pressed: farming by drought,
oil nd gas, especially oil, by over-proudction, coal by
over-production and freight rates, and manufactur-
ing by a depression that is world wide. Most of us are
familiar with the poverty that is here or not far round
the corner. While it is true that there has been some
increase in steéel production—our mation’s key indus-
try—within the past three weeks and the coming of
better days has been anticipated by a slight advance
in the market, immediate aid needs to be givgn our
unemployed. /

Even the tempcﬁ'ary value of any kind of artificial
price fixing is doubtful, and “Buy Now and Restore
Prosperity” campaigns are almost absurd. Depression
has struck us fairly on the chin, and we must endure
the pzin until natural economic laws soothe the smart.
Meanwhile, we can reduce the swelling and learn to
improve our defense. A more wide-spread and efficient
practice of forest conservation is both the balm and
the lesson.

The State Road Com’mission, with several of the
counties, is making all of its funds available for an
increased program ‘of road building. Highway expan-
sion and prosperity go hand in hand, but the first does
not cause the latter. Through forest conservation can
relief best come.

Within the past forty years thousands of giant pop-
lars, oaks, walnuts, and pines have been cut, leaving
barren thousands of acres of inarable hillside., Not
many years ago the Little Kanawha and its tributarieé,
during periods of high water, carried almost a con-
tinous line of log rafts. Some of this land is or might
be good pasture; much of it is only timber land fre-
quently burned over and grossly’ uncared for.

To effect conservation, and thus eid unemployment,
three ways lie open to the state. Two of these would
require considerable changes in legislation and the
third only a slight modifieation.

Under our present system of taxation a land owner
cannot afford to raise timber if he wants to. Taxes
during the forty or fifty;year period that is necessary
for trees to mature would perhaps be double the sale

price of the timber. As it now is thousands of acres .

are sold each year through a school land commissioner

f in. mh county for nonﬂplyme'nt of tu'es If the own

-T‘u._doq nobwedmr rrnm‘ in a
, it is the ‘dhity Of the commissone
1 the profits into the county ﬁ'lwol fund. pt
the success of this system the latest state auditor’s
report says of the years of 1921 to 1926 inclusive;
“The state and its political subdivisions has received
scarcely more than the publication fees paid by the
state ouf of the general school fund and only an in-
significant portion of the $1,779, 907 47 (forfeited
land taxes) is taxes which should hav,e ‘been returned
in Aull to the state, counties, and districts.” Under
our present system little more than enough is derived
from the) sale of delinquent land to pay the legal and
publication fees. Why not on a sliding scale reduce
taxes on properly forested land during the growth
of the timber? This would encourage reforesting and
would decrease only slightly the tax revenue. !
A second way to aid unemployment and conserva-
tion would be to require the bigger lumber interests
to reforest the land they timber unless it is'to be put
into immediate and direct use as farm land or for
something else equally valuable. If a company should
lack the capital necessary to finance this, surely a sys-
tem of state subsidy or loans could be, devised to meet
the needs. With lowered taxes on growing-timber land

both the owners and the state would be fully recom- |

‘pensed. '

. Wee have almost too few statisties on which to base
judgment of the effectiveness and practicability of
our third suggestion. It is that the state refprest its
own land. We do not know the number of acres of

‘With increased enrollment in ta: pp instita-
tions of collegiate rank have come many students who
" lack ability to do the work requirz1 and many more
who lack the impetus to study. This means a gradual
lowering of scholastic standards; for state schools,
presumably, must perform the task of educating those
persons the state sends it; and this in turn means that
a cretain lher are given d credit. Aside
from this, there is a large pexv:ent-age of failures which
mean wasted money for the college.
Schools have d fairly acad as t6 cur-
ricula and have been sold, as they are, to the voter as
‘something for everybody. The voter’s 1

stat; ned land that can be profitably reforested; but
if the acreage is as large as we should guess, refor-
esting would provide employment for several thous-
and workers and with more returns for eyeryone than |
road building. Work could begin even earlier in the

spring than road work can. This method is‘worthy of

investigation.

To relieve present unemployment «nd to aid. in pre-
venting unemployment in the future our legislature
would do well to begin an immediate study of forest
‘conservation.

B el

is the a which nature gives us: to

about the cost of education will be even more ampli-
fied when he learns that the result has been far from |
g uhnfactory Popularizing of education has not been
Ithful either for teach or dents even though
it has given employmeut to- many.
‘Whatever : may be ﬂxe right eonelnm'
of educati

tv mch um-

deaden the pain of being a fool.
—Dr. Herbert Shofield.
The further we proceed, the more formidable lre
the riddles facing us.

W A

—Professor Alnbert Emstem

.

There are politicians who persist in the: ﬂlusion that
th;ey are ahve.
-.—Mitg Mussolini.

CONCORDIAN LAUDS PIONEERS

G. N. S. Has Best Team in State
*  Says Concord Newspaper
Although the New River Golden

Bears have the highest scoring bas-

ketball team of the entire conference

so far this year, the Glenville Nor-
mal School Pioneers have won con-
siderable renown too. In the Con-
ference Clippings column of a re-
cent issue of the “Concordian,”

weekly newspaper of the C d

State Normal School, the following

pamigraph appeared:
‘“After sizing up the situation to

the best of our limited abilities, we
give Glenville this year’s honors. Ap-
parently they have the hest team in

West Virginia. After piling up such

a tremendous score on Wesleyan,

after the Methodists had taken over

Mr. and Mrs. John R. Wi
a bridge party at their ho
day evening for the
sons: Mr. and Mrs. E.
Mr. and Mrs. John E
and Mrs. Wilbur Beall, Mr.

Natus Rohrbough, Mrs,
Sample, Miss Willa Brand,
Grace Lorentz. = °

Charles Anderson, a
dent of Glenville State
School and who is now a
at West Virginia Uniws ¢
visiting friends in mﬂ%
week.

Dorsey ("Shnme") E‘mﬂ
to Sand Fork Tuesday ni]

the University should all
doubt.” g

PHYSICS APPARATUS ORDERED

P New Equi

Needed for Laboratary

Some new equipment has been or-
dered for experimental work in the
physics department, according to
John R. Wagnmer, instructor of phy-
sies and chemistry. The cost of the
equipment amounted to $314.
The following apparatus are
among the supplies ordered: micro-
farad mica d tact and

h

School

disch key, voltiet
resistance box, resistance coil, Nleol
prism, diffrzetion grating, spectrum
tubes, dynamo analysis apparatus,
precision thermometer, and a tor-
sion pendulum.

History 8 and En‘. E 30 texts
- Are Included in the List

Mdnwm ‘books have

| BOOKS ADDED TO ‘“Y” COUNTER,

WE HAVE’EM |
Cakes, Cookies,
Sprads, Fruits

| to the Y. M. C. A st
the, second
are Hxstary 8, “Short History '@ of

hand book shelf. They

United States” by tt, and Eng-
lish 30, ' ““American Poetry and
Prose” by Forester. A list of books
needed in the classes for the second
semester, that have been used in the
courses here previously, appeared in
the last issue of The Mercury.
(Several second-hand books' have
been received. The Y. M. C. A. ur-
ges the students to bring the books
| they want to sell to the counter at
once.

Former® Student Edits Ohio Weekly

Francis P. Fisher, former student
in the Normal and editor of The
Glenville: Pathfinder for the past two
years, is now editor of The Chagrin
Valley (0.) Herald. He has two as-
sistants en the Herald which is an
eight page weekly that was estab-
lished about a year ago. Chagrin
Valley is a town of 2700 people sit-
uated eighteen miles from down-
| town Cleveland.

Kanawha Hall Boys Give Dance

The boys of Kanawha Hall gave
a dance in the gymnasium Friday
night from 7:30 to 11:30 P. M. for
the students and faculty of .the
Glenville Normal School who were
spending their semester holidays in
Glenville, Two' faculty members,
Miss Willa Brand and Miss Vinco
Moore, and about seventy-five stu-
dents were present.

Pathfinder Now Printed in Spencer

Although scarcely more than a
year old, The Glenville Mercury is
now the second oldest netyspaper pub-
lished within Gilmer County. It is
understood that The Glenville Path-
finder, the county’s oldest newspa-
per and a member of th: Woodyard
chain, will be published, begnnmg

'PERFECTED

SCREEN GRID
SUPERHETEROD

this week, at the company’s, main

ted

mercury_19310203_2

nlant in Spencer and distribu
here. ; 7 3
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RIPLEY MISSED THIS

By S.. M)Idred Murrey

(Editors’ Note: This story
was written 2s an assignment in
the course, “The Short Story,”
taught by Curtis Baxter.)

You know the old saying that
truth is stranger than fiction. The
trouble with that kind of truth is,
nobody believes it. Just the same,
coming from one whose veracity has
never been doubted (so very much)
I'll give you a little history and let
you doubt if you want to.

Mother likes people of all sorts
and sizes and in her spare time she
works lat the Community House. I
think that every type of humanity
drifts in there at times. These 'were
given her sympathy, and whatever
Mrs. Johnson’s, the regular commun-
iity worker’s, less sympathic and
more practical mind thought they
needed.

Whenever we could afford it, it
was from this driftwood that our
series of hired girls and washer-
women ‘came. You know in Dennet
you must have at least ten thousand
dollars to assume a maid. And woe
to those who called the hired girl
“the maid.”

It was through the Community
Service that we got in touch with
Mrs. Propts. That name alone cov-
e~3 a multitude of sins. Almost any-
one in central West Virginia at the
mere mention of it would sneer,
“Plebian.”

One day Mother waked rus np
early. It must have been eight-thirty
or nine o’clock.

“For heaven’s sake get up and
‘clean up this house. You’ve been
asleep long enough, and besides, a

* woman has come to wash.”

‘We, the twins and I, didn’t fmke
this seriously. It was the first time
we had been called, and we knew
‘that Mother wissn’t in earnest.

It was just about an hour later
that ‘these orders came to disturb
our second sleep.

“If you're not up and downstairs
in the next five minutes 'm coming
up and get you up. You’ll not go one
step out of this house this afternoon.

" Besides thiat, whose turn is it to
wash the dishes?”

Knowing our mother’s sweet dis-

position we got down stairs in about
twenty minutes, -
' When we went into the kitchen to
prepare some breakfast for ourselves
the sudsy odor of washday filled the
room. There bending over a zine tub
was\ the new washerwoman. These
women came and went, so we gave
the Jatest, one the once over with a
sophisticated air of fourteen and
eleven year-olds, respectively.

She'was an unusually big woman.
Her face was wrinkled as a middle-
aged prune and just the color of a
frozen russet apple. Her hair, a mix-
ture of blonde and gray parted in
the middle, was closely plastered to
each side and put up in a little tight
knot in the back. A string of blue
beads wixs clasped tightly around her
thioat somewhere in the vicinity of
her third chin. Was that calico ever
new? The dress she was wearing had
originally been a brown hecked

Mother acknowledged it.

“They certainly are stout looking
younguns. Hain’t many folks have
stout kids like that.”

I resented this reference to my
fat for I was just at what the rel-
atives termed ‘“the awkward age.”

Such was our introduction to
Mrs. Propts who was to continue to
come once each week and wash,
scrub, and clean on Tuesday. Some-
times she came to help with the
cleaning before the bridge club met
at our house. She was as muzh an es-
tablished custom as beans, onions,
and cornbread were on washd-~v.

It was small wonder we liked Her.
It was a ‘cireus to talk to her and
more than once we would inveigle
her into washing our dishes when we
were in a hurry to go somewhere.
She went her rounds. On Monday
she worked at Mary Dorsey’s, my
chum who lived across the street.
That gave us two days each week to
listen to her. Mary and I would sit
on the cellar steps while she moved
her bulk from tub to tub, occasion-
ally pausing to throw back her head
and laugh a boisterous cackle while
she told us things that were strictly
taboo topics of conversation for
children of our age. This of course,
was much to our delight.

One morning about a year later
Mrs. Propts announced to me that
her daughter was going to ~marry
Mr. Gab Henline.

“Why Mrs. Propts, just last week
you told me that Ivy was goinz to
marry that Sewell fellow.

“Ivy ain’t very ’ticular and when
he left her she decided to take this
here man.”

“That’s fine. When is the
ding?”

“After prayer meeting on Wednes-
day. And Ivy asked me to asked you
if you wouldn’t be the bride.”

T nearly had a spasm, but rather
than hurt her 4ee!mgs I controlled
my laughter.

“I can’t be the bride; Ivy has to
be that.”

“Well, it’s something about the
bride.”

“I guess you mean the
maid.”

“That’s may be h’it.”

I called Mary as quickly as can be
done on a party line and told her
the news. We were in our plory. We
talked nothing but wedding, wedding,
wedding. Finally we became s> ex-
cited that we were able to coax our
mothers into letting us visi: the
bride. It was after this visit that two
excited and overgrown fifteen year
olds assumed the roles of majot-
domos.

“Deed, now he'’s a catch,” said
Ivy. “There ain’t many men as big
fisted as he is. ‘Course he’s old but
he’s a good man. He give me ten
dollars to buy a layout to get hitch-
ed in.”

‘“On, let us see your thmgs,
and I begged.

‘“H’its up to Jerone’s Store. Them
women are fixing me a reed.”

This “reed” bothered us and it
was not until we went up and talk-
ed to Aunt Laura (as we called one

wen-

brides-

Mary

of the ‘women who worked in this
department store) that we solved
the mystery.

‘We saw the cheap lawn dress with

about twenty yards of narrow lace’

and insertion that was to grace the
tall lanky bride with a Vesuvius
complexion. Aunt Laura said they
had all had to take a turn waiting
on her to keep from laughing in her
face when the trousseau was being
purchased. It consisted of a wreath
and veil (the mysterious reed)
made of yellowed curtain net with
a shopworn and faded wreath of
orange blossoms, a pair of white
cotton stockings, while some cheap
canvas oxfords completed her array.
It was a truly royal trousseau.

We promised to furnish some
flowers for the wedding. With some
sweetheart roses that were in bloom
at the time and some white rose buds
we did a noble job of a corsage. An
old party dress surrendered enouga
pale pink tulle to make it present-
able. Five amateur florists worked
with tinfoil and florist wire till our
masterpiece was almost a work of
art. By this time we had the whole
gang in on the wedding, helping with
the arpangements. \

That evening we went over to visit
before going to the church. Oh! hor-
rors, the license had not come. We
politely took our flowers and went
home. The wedding was postponed
until Sunday night.

The wedding came almost as an
anticlimax. Disgusted, we gave to
the twins our job a@s florists. Their
bouquet was made from bright pink
Seven Sister roses. They were a
Violent pink and very coarse, not the
type usually chosen for a wedding.
It was arranged like a floral offering
at a Chicago gangster’s funeral. The
tulle was lacking but in its place was
brown dotted veiling resurrected
from heaven knows where.

Pll admit that the twins were lib-
eral providers. They ["ad dressed the
young sister of the foride ?nd a lit-
tle Italian friend of hers in their
own ruffied white organdie dresses.
Tuscany’s child in contrast to white
Tooked like one from ‘Stanley’s Dark-
est Africa. ‘‘Marget,” the sister
showed a great similiarity to a pros-
perity graft from the high and low
water marks, Together they carried
a covered basket filled with flowers
of all descriptions.

The last thing the bride did before
starting for the church was to get
her wedding ring from an old sugar
bowl.

“Why don’t you give Mr. Henline
the ring?” someone asked her.

“No, T bought the ring with my
own money and I'm going to keep it.
Besides, Gab might make wup his
mind to keep it and sell it for a
pint to get drunk on.”

With that we left the house for
the church,
There hadn’t been such a crowd

since thé Christmas treat.

We slipped up the aisle just ahead
of the bridal procession and stood
while the ironical pianist playei
Lohengrin’s “Wedding March.”

Down the middle aisle came the
flower girls followed by the short
gnome-like groom holding ohto the

pattern, but much washing had al-
most erased the pattern and -color
leaving it a dirty tan. Around her
waist she had tied a dirty apron
which was soaking wet where she
leaned against the wash board.

Her personal appearance was noth-
.ing but apusing. When she smiled it
was good naturedly but showed not
one ray of intelligence. She was
just a big sloppy moron and that
was all.

“Girls, this is Mrs. Propts,” said
Mother. “She is going to help us for
a while. Her house burned last week
at Marberry and she has moved in
the lit‘hle house above the hub fact-
ory.”

“Are these’'n nall yours?”
Mrs. Propts.

asked

with us.

plies.
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arm of the timid bride, towering
head and shoulders aboye him. The
bride was holding her corsage
straight in front of her like a bunch
of celery. Behind them came the
mother, our Mrs. Propts, in her
awful-Sunday clothes, and her neigh-
bor, Mrs. Tony DeSilveno, with her
young offspring astraddle her hip.

As the ceremony advanced, a huge
moth caught in the meshes of the
bride’s veil crawled farther -and
farther up her back.

With “Yes siree” substituted for
the conventional “I do” Ivy took
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SERVE YOU

Kanawha Union
Bank

that man to be her lawful dded
husband. She took off the ring, gave
it to the preacher, who in turn gave
it to the greom to return to the
bride.

Handing the flowers to the preach-
er, the bride grabbed her newly ac-
quired husband’s hand, and two steps
ahead of him to the strains of “Don
Juan Triymphant” led him from the
alter.

Ol well, I really didn’t expect you
to beligve this anyway. But as Mrs.
Propts said, “Ivy got her a gopd
man.” And that good man is now the
proud father of triplets.

H. Y. Clark visited with friends
in Morgantown during holidays be-
tween semesters.

Fred Wilson visited at his home in
Parkersburg last week.
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