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By Kelly Campbell 

Letter to the Editor-----
1n RespoDse to Chuck Chamben 

Dear Delegate Chambers OF EVIDENCE, IN SPITE OF 
aadEditor, TIlE FACT 11IAT TIlE CHILD 

InyourMayS,l994letterto DENIES BEING ABUSED BY 
The Mercruy, tile DeWBpaper of 1lIEFOSTERPARENIS,aDdIN 
Glenville State College, you men- SPlTEOF11IE FACT1lIATTIIE 
tiODecl "protection for children in CHILD HAS 11IRIVED IN 11IE 
foster care" as being among the FOSTER HOME. 
bills that were passed into law. Section 49-2-14 (b) is even 
After reviewing the laws, we be- more frightening. "When a child 
Iieve that you are referring to the has been placed in a foster care 
West Virginia State Codes 49-2- arrangement for a period in excess 
14, aDd we would like to share our of eighteen months and the state 
views. department determines that 11IE 

According to tile Iawsprevi- PLACEMENT IS A FIT AND 
ouslyineffect,fosterchildrenwho PROPER PLACE FOR THE 
bad resided in their foster homes CIDLDTORESIDE,thefostercare 
for more than 18 months were not arrangement maynotbe tenninated 
allowed to be removed from their UNLESS SUCH TERMINA nON 
homes without a court order. This IS IN TIlE BEST INTEREST OF 
was a law that gave a certain stabil- 11IE CHILD." 
itytothefosterfamilyandsecurity Is tbisactually saying that a 

. to the foster child since the child fosterbome may be a GOODhame, 
could DOt be removed surrepti- yet this child can be removed, 
tiously at the whim of a social AFTER 18 MONTHS. and placed 
WOlter or bccause of ridiculous or somewhere else? Thiswouldsbat­
uafouDded accusatiOllS by others. ter the child's stability, disrupt 

Now, tbis protection bas emotional ties, and throw the child 
been removed, apparently in an in a bouse with strangers! Howcan 
attempt to protect the child from this possibly be "in the best interest 
u... of the child"? 

As foster parents who have Ofc:burse,tberewerefurtber 
been ravaged by the foster care stipuiatiOllS to the removal, prob­
system, we are acutely aware that ably the most Debulous being the 
the clause, "If the department de- circuit court "fiDding that the state 
teJmiDes that reasoaable cause ex- department bas developed a more 
islstosupporttheallegation"might suitable long-term placement for 
onIymean,asthesocialworkerput the child." 
itlOsucciDctly, "I ALWAYS SUS- Although a social worker 
PECT." might testify that the mcxe suitable 

Tbia means that a suspicious amngementis "HopeMly, to place 
social worker can remove a child [the child] with a family member. 
fromthebome,IN1lIE ABSENCE .. If appropriate," the child might 
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actually be removed from the 
present foster home and be placed 
in a another foster home. Tbia 
gives the cbild little more status 
than that of a dog-a roof over the 
child's bead, a bed to sleep on, and 
food in the belly. Never mind the 
grave emotional impact of being 
suddenly alienated from the people 
that she loves and those wbo love 
her, and with whomshe bas form«!d 
a strong social and emotional ties. 
She's young; she'll adjust; it is in 
her best interest! 

In case you think this is a 
little far-fetched, we can send you 
a 7-page story of our shocking ex­
periences with Child Protective 
Services. 

We do not believe that you 
andtheotber legislatorsofourstate 
would have passed 49-2-14 if you 
bad realized the terrible conse­
quences it could have. We didn't 
need sectioas a and b. There were 
alreadysuflicient provisiOllS~ the 
existing law to protect the chil­
dren. These additions serve only 
to weaken the foster family unit 
and to invite disruption of the 
children's lives. This law gives. 
social workers the authority to re­
move a child from the home for 
any reason or FOR. NO REASON 
AT ALL! It is extremely claDger­
oustofostercbildren. Pleueamend 
this law during the Dext legislative 
session. 

Sincerely. 

David aad Mary Bain 
Glenville, WV 

Scrat...,--..I!I" __ 

by J.B. Puker 
Summer is upoIl us here at 

Glenville State CoUeae. SunaMr 
brinp oae of the great eveatI iD 
West ViqiDia to Glenville. The 
West Vugiaia State Folk FeIfM1. 
We, in West Vupua, .... a ..... 
iDgwitbrepnltoculbn. Thecal­
turaJeliteofour ..... doDDt .... 
Di2etraclitioaalaadberitaaellllllic 
as being equal to clasaical warb. 
MaaytraclitionaItuoesueclaledto 
pre-revolutioauytiJML While the 
genre maybe dift'ereDt, thehiltari­
cal value is equal to or ....... 
classical worts. 

lbe Folk Festival ltadl 

--.widttwo 
26351. ~ 
OIaYille SlIIeeou.p. 200 .......... __ '._, , ... 
SIO 
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AIlTS 
Test Your Tabloid IQ, Part Deux 
I Whitney caught Bobby: 
a. in hotel lol'l? nest with J 8 year old girl. 
b. i,. hotel/m'e nest with 18 year old boy. 
c. ma/ci,.g another album 'with New Edition. 

2. Willie Nelso,. --
a. pregTJQnt at 6/. 
b. busted at 61, 
c. got a hair cut at 61 . 

3 Sharon Stone and Sylvester Stallone: 
a. are mafdng more than waves in their new mavie. 
h. are neighbors. 
c. share a wicked sense ofhumar. 

4 Dave Lettemwn: 
a. has a secret dog. 
b. has a secret girlfriend. 
c_ secretly lost 30 pounds. 

5. Why will you never see saucy photos of Princess Di? 
a. because there aren't any. 
b. because super-rich Spanish publisher Eduardo Sanchez bought them. 
c. because she Jeept them for herself 

6. Paula Abdul dllmped Emilio Estevez: 
a. because she was too fat for him. 
b. because Scat-Cat from the video asked her out. 
c. because she can TJQW join the cast of Full House. thanks to good pal John Stamas. 

7. Barbara Walters'secretfear: 
a. They'll replace me with Geraldo. 
b. They'll hire Murphy Brown to replace me! 
c. She'll date Frank Gifford. 

8. Billy Idol has the hots for: 
a. Barney 
b. Lisa Presley 
c. Elvis Presley 

9. Travis Tritt has so many groupies. he: 
a. flOW takes a U-haul on tour. 
b. go/frightened. 
c. has sworn off marriage. 

10. According to Bun ReyTJalds: 
a. Kathleen Tumer is a pain in the _ 
b, I am a pain in the _ . 
c. I can't stand the sight of myself 

MOUNTAiNEER MART 
~. 

~;? Check out our 
FRESH 

~ Deli Items 

Event Calendar 
Charleston Civic Center-June 1994 

June 14-Southem Living Cooking School 
June 17-Dwight Yoakam Concert 
June lS-Country Roads Dance Association 
June 20-West Virginia Day 
June 23,24,25,26-Nationa1 Quilting Association Show 

and Convention 
June 26-Phish Concert 

For More InfonnatioD, can 34S-SHOW 

,-------------1 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Answers: 

0'0/ q '6 q 'fI qj, 0'9 
q") q"J? 0 '[ q", 0'[ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1.------------.1 
Quote of the Week-

"There cannot be a 
crisis next week. My 
schedule is already 
full." 

-Henry Kissinger 
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Renaissance Man 
by David Grabam 

Penny Marshall (the direc­
toroffeel good-hits "Big," "Awak­
enings," and "A League of Their 
Own,") is a genuine talent behind 
the camera. Marshall's past films 
have contained all the necessary 
elements that go into a well-devel­
oped picture. Warmth, humor and 
tenderness were always orches­
trated together with great craft, The 
result, a well-rounded picture that 
has something to its viewers. 

Unfortunately, Penny 
Marshall's latest effort, "Renais­
sance Man" fails to incorporate 
any of the above mentioned ingre­
dients. 

The plot is simple. Bill Rago 
(Danny DeVito) fails as an adman 
and is thrust into the world of un­
employment. Just as things look 
their darkest he finds work teach-

on, the film is on auto pilot. Will 
DeVito be able to break the tough 
exterior of the dim military men 
and women and touch their inner 
soul? Of course. 

The film becomes this weird 
combination of "Gomer Pyle," 
"Welcome Back Kotter," and 
"Dead Poets Society." The film is 
unfunny, untouching, and com­
pletely uninteresting. 

The only bright spot in the 
film comes with the subtle but hon­
est performances of the young re­
cruits. Surprisingly, Mark 
Wallberg (Marky Mark) manages 
to create a believable character and 
his performance reflects his hon­
esty. It's nice to see him without 
his Calvins and "Yo, yo Pow!" at­
titude. 

If you happen to be a fan of 
Penny Marshall I would suggest 
skipping her latest attempt, and 
renting one of her other fine films. 
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ce-tera 
® by Scott Adams 

----------------~ ~-----------------you I\DULTS tWE TOTI\LLY 

t1f~5ED UP iME PLANE.T ! \ 
wt\ERf!5 THE ACJ1JUNT­
ABILITY 111 

\11 

lOU KNQ.) OUR IMPLIED 
.sOCIAL CONTRPCf! ,(OJ 

TAKE CARE Of TttE KIDS J 

TI'\[N WE TAKE eME 
OF YOU WHEN YOU'RE 
OLD TI1ATS ~ IT'S 
SUPPOSED TO 
WORK ) 

WElL, 1 .. 

PEANUTS® by Charles M. Schulz 

11- zs 

GARFIELD® by Jim Davis 

THE. DEAL 
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offth ... rk by Mark Pansl 
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