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President Simmons Addresses Senate Bill 

Ou, Japane6e friends share a Imle of themselves on Valentine's Day. 

.. ......... . • Ph~to by Karl. Wilson. 

~ .... _LiMl_~_rff_~_· _._-'~ 
Friday February 11th, 

President Simmons held a 
faculty meeting in the Heflin 
Center to address a few ar­
eas of interest to GSC staff. 

He began the meeting by 
congratulating Gayle 

earnin! her 
Doctorate. Then, went on to 
discuss a fund raising cam­
paign that will begin in the 
Spring. 

The campaign launched 
by the Glenville State College 
Foundation Inc. will have two 
main focuses. The first will be 
raising money for the students 
in the shape of scholarships 
and help with books. The sec­
ond focus will be on faculty 
development. 

A faculty development 
committee has been formed 
with equal representation 
from the divisions. It will give 
advice to the fund raising 
foundation on how to con­
struct the fund raisers and 
how the funds should be used. 

A second committee has 
been formed for Glenville 
State's 125th year celebration 
in 1997. President Simmons 
believes it is a great time to 
"highlight" Glenville State 
College. He feels that by hav­
ing a committee working in 
advance we will be success­
ful in attracting nationally 
known guest speakers, who 
may have booked schedules. 

He suggested having cultural 
events, lecture series, and 
quite possibly a 125th year 
logo. 

From there, Simmons 
went on to discuss different 
Senate and House bills that 
affected faculty. The most 
crucial of these being Senate 
Bill 547. It was passed the 
fiMI day of the 1995 Lesisla­
tive Session and incorporates 
five committees with the goal 
of bringing quality education 
to the students in this state: 
Committee on Change. charged 
with proposing means to 
facilitate change; 
Commillee on Community and 
Technical Colleges. charged with 
bringing more focus within the 
systems on serving the regional 
needs for technical education; 
CommWee on Technology. 
charged with developing ideas that 
will cause the systems to be based 
more on a technological approach 
for the delivery of education; 
Committees on Quality and 
Access. charged with developing 
ideas for improving the quality and 
the access to education in West 
Virginia. 

It is believed if the 
schools pay competitively, 
even at the risk of working 
with a smaller staff, they will 
attract a more qualified staff 
and then more students. So, 
the first step will be to raise 
faculty salaries to 100% of 
peer averages. 

The second step is, 
within 5 years, move faculty 
salaries to 90% of the SREB 
peer averages for WVU and 
95% of all other institutions. 

The third step is to bring the 
uniform employee classifica­
tion and salary policy' to full 
funding the 2001 

Each college has sub­
mitted a 5 year plan to the 
Governors office outlining all 
of the above. The Governor 
and the Secretary of Educa­
tion and the Arts, Barbara 
Harmcm Shamberger, went 
over them to ensure that they 
met the demands of the 547. 
President Simmons an­
nounced he and his adminis­
trative staffwould be attend­
ing a meeting Friday and Sat­
urday (the 11th and 12th) in 
Charleston. 

The meeting, called by 
Ms. Shambeger, was an as­
semblage of WVA college 
and university presidents 
brought together to deter­
mine whether everyone was 
up to par with their five-year 
forecasts and to discuss stra­
tegic financial planning. 

Upon returning, Sim­
mons says GSC has done ev­
erything in conjunction with 
the senate bill and we are 
where we need to be. "Our 
enrollment is up and we are 
not that far off of our fore­
casted budget." Through 
fund raisers, recruiting and 
sharing resources with other 
West Virginia schools we 
should be able to close the 
gap in finances by the year 
2001 . "I think there's a great 
future for this college," Sim­
mons said. 



The Value of Character 
Just how important is character as a balancing factor in our 

political figures and Presidents in particular? Is it not in our best 
interest to insure the election of those who have proven superior in 
wisdom and excelled at the better institutions of higher learning? 
Do we really want the not so bright in charge of our country? After 
all, won't this affect which issues they back and the policies they 
represent? Well, over two decades ago whether knowingly or not, 
Americans have put this subject to the test and the answer appears 
to be as plain as the writing on the wall. 

America begin its history by electing a young soldier named 
George Washington as the first president. George had no formal 
education beyond elementary due to financial circumstances. How­
ever, his mother taught him to the best of her ability at home. He 
displayed a love for knowledge and throughout his life he contin­
ued to read and try to grasp more information about the world 
around him. He even tried to keep up with the popular novels of his 
day such as Tom Jones. 

George was never deemed brilliant in affairs of the books and 
was therefore at some disadvantage on this note, but he was wise 
in his understanding of those around him. Knowing full well that 
his task was a large one, he armed himself with some of the most 
brilliant minds of his day. Apparently, he was secure enough in 
who he was that he had no problem in accepting wise council. In 
filet, he knew that for them to do their best for our country, they 
would need a common balancing factor in their midst and he could 
sUpply that. " 

Gay Rights 
Dear "Editor: and I try to respect the rcIigioUa 
Newspapers ~lfe good bCliefsofothers,butlknow1bat 

places for debate, the sharing of quoting Old Testamalt laws se­
ideas and the open discussion of lectively to rationalize a p~­
issues. In response to Todd isting dislike ofgays is spiritu­
Longanacre's article about the ally and inteUectually bankrupt. 
gay rights issue, I would like to The Old Testament also forbids 
offer my thoughts on the subject. allowing matstruating women to 

There are many people handle food. Must we follow aD 
who claim to know about the gay the laws? 
"life-style." The teno alone im- The human race is in no 
plies that the group shares an danger of dying out because 
overwhelming code ofbehaviors roughly ten percent of the popu­
and attributes. There is no single lation is gay. Many gays have 
gay "life-style," just as there is cbiIdren aod provide them with 
no single straight "life-style." good homes. 
There is too-great a diversity of Anti-gay groups do not 
human interactions. want definitions of fiunily to in-

The American Psychiatric elude gay housebolds, but the 
Association and American Psy- change is underway. Many COIll­

chological Association removed panies, including AT&T and 
homosexuality from their re- Disney, offer benefits for the 
spective lists ofmental disorders domestic partners of gay em­
in the early 70s. Yes, gays were ployees. 
once considered sick and men- What "special rights" are 
tally deficient, just as learning gays asking for? The tigbt to 
~sabled people were once con- .. walk d~ ~ ~ ~ 
Sidered to be possessed by" de- bdns be8teD to aeadi?11ie ~ 
mons. Myths can be hard to to create a home? These are 
overcome, but our progressive rights everycIDC in.America lias. 
movement to find the truth is 1bc right to many and share 
part ofwhat makes humanity so mutual prqICIty? Apia. straisk 
special. people are aIIowaI to do that, 

Although he did not have scholarly skills to parade, he did 
possess something much more important in the recipe for good 
governing. It's much like a blind person that surprises you because 
he ~ ~ you. better .without his eyes than you saw yourself by ---------:------,--------------...:.-~--.;;; 
looking m a nurror with 20-20 vision. He understood life and he Dear Editor: • Tile Merc.ry Staff', Vol " 

I am a secular humanist, even when fifty percent of them 

knew about people and their needs. He was a man with character. Todd Longanacre has Maui ..... IdItur-Sudna GibIan 
He was known for his gentleness, his calm attitude, his honesty stepped across the line. In A ..... _ ......... Jaany Dca 

and his sense of fairness. He didn't let trifling things cloud his per- America, you have the right to ::::.~=: 
ception. He married an older widowed woman who already had say whatever you like, but rm w,.....Jcna EIIyIon 
children and didn't seem to worry about what his peers might think. afraid his downright hateful, ig- ...... ~ BIaa 
He paid all his slaves and made provisions that they were to be norant, pointless "arguments" ........ play-ChId SampIeI, CId w ..... 
freed-a concept not realized at this time by some of his influential against homosexuality were in- Ad M .......... Roaer c.rpen-
comrades In I Ad D ....... Patricia Dr.te 

. aI things he seemed to know the most important les- tolerable. Had Mr. Longanacre ~PaIricia Dr.te. VICkie Schullz 
son in life, "Treat others as you would have them treat you." written about women, blacks or ~ KcYin LUc, Brian SwiIber 

Of course, George wasn't the only wise leader who proved to some other ethnic group in this Arts ad Ia~t-T_ Clart 
us that the greatest wisdom lies within our character more than an fashion, there is DO way his gar- Stall" Reporte ...... Li. BeIknIp. }fJM EIIyIoa. 
acquin:d knowledge or studies of a dead man's philosophies. We bage would have made it to Amy 10 Rowan, YeIi.a T_. 
also 

~~W~ 
can brag of Abralwn Lincoln as well. His name is forever print. (At least I hope not.) And MOYIe CrItIc-lCcnny Wilkina 

embossed in time with its characterization-Honest Abe. Ask any yet you, the editors, gave this CoII111111.......u. BeIIaIIp. JGhn CIiIc, 1aany DI:ia, 
school boy what they know about these presidents and it won't Jerk a forum for spreading ha- Tadd 10 ......... 

likely be their campaign speeches or political party. More often tred and intolerance of other ==:.:-=, lu1ie Minieb 
they will tell you how honesty paid off "in the chopping of the people. That is completely inex­
cl!erry tree" and "the long walk back to return some coins of little cusable. 
value. " To point out all the holes 

Does it matter whether or not these stories are fact or myth? in Todd's article would take all 
No-the fact that they remain today is proof enough that character day but here's a few: 1) Not to 
is the only true lasting value that anyone has to offer. Yes--charac- offend any Christians, but the 
fer is the main ingredient when it comes to making a good presi- 0 Bible isn't necessarily the great­
dent. est source for a comprehensive 

Whatever you may be sure of, be sure of this: that you are 
I idreadfu~f, lik~ .other people. , ~ames ~sell Lowell 

_ "0 II 
l. __ .... . ................................ ! 

study of human and animal s0-

cial behavior. Contrary to Mr. 
Longaoacre's opinion. there are 

many weD docunaded cues of 
homosexuality in natuIe, ...... 
animals. I don't tbiqk the adler 
heterosexual animals really care 
e~ ':': '1(1':1 



MI'IW'Y 16, 1996 

Dear Editor: 
I'm writing in response to 

last week's In My Opinion, 
which discussed the issue of gay 
rights. 1be1irst paragraph or so 
actually sounded somewhat 
promising, and I eagerly read on. 
However, I quickly discovered 
that Mr. Longanacre's claim to 
tIy and learn more about homo­
sexuals was just a farce. From 
what I gathered, the only new 
infonnation he obtained was that 
homosexuals preferred to be 
called gay. I personally don't 
consider this to be a wealth of 
new knowledge. Now, maybe 
learning this much was a great 
accomplishment for Mr. 
Longanacre, I truly don't know; 
however, there was no evidence 
to support his stating that he 
" ... decided to learn more about 
homosexuals and what drives 
them to live that life-style; to 
learn what makes them tick. .. " 
was nothing more than a heap­
ing load ofBS. 

After reading the entire 
article, I quickly discovered that 
anyone who had called Mr. 
Longanacre a homophobe in the 
past was justified. I found that 
Mr. Longanacre conveniently 
overlooked the fact that he's not 
God when he stated in so many 
words that gays and lesbians 

We've all heard, on more 
than one occasion, the popular 
West Virginia statement "The 
rich people keep a gittin' richer, 
and the poor folk keep a gittin' 
poorer". This commonly used 
phrase has created, in most 

couldn't possibly be Christians. 
What right does he or anyone 
have to judge others? And, Mr. 
Longanacre, what exactly is nor­
mal? Is there some chart lying 
around the Mercury office that 
you forgot to share with the rest 
of the campus? If so, please print 
it sometime soon so that I can 
find out what I need to change 
about myself in order to fit into 
your idea of what is normaL 

I'd like to finish up by com­
menting on the comparisons 
made between homosexuality 
and sex with a live chicken or 
little babies ... they're ridiculous. 
Engaging in relationships with 
someone of the same sex does 
not mean that those same people 
are into bestiality or something 
as terrible as molesting an inno­
cent child. I'm afraid that some­
one proved their ignorance with 
that statement. However, there 
was one thing that Mr. 
Longanacre said that I agree 
with ... Homophobes are unedu­
cated. And this isn't because they 
don't want to tolerate homosexu­
als, but because they don't want 
to acknowledge anyone that has 
a different life-style or way of 
thinking is actually of value. 

Sincerely, 
April Estep 

they represent a threat to them­
selves or others People are not 
sent to mental institutions be­
cause they prefer to be with 
members of their own sex . 
Maybe Mr. Longanacre should 
be sent to an institution due to 
his paranoid and delusional be­
lief system - maybe? 

3) If you were gay, and 
some one like Todd was spew­
ing venom at you, wouldn't you 

want some federal assistance? 
The causes of homosexu­

ality are not very clear. They 
involve genetics, blocking oftes­
tosterone during pregnancy, en­
vironmental and a whole slew of 
factors well beyond Mr. 
Longanacre's comprehension. 
My point is: SO WHAT! 

Nearly one of every ten 
people are either gay or bisexual. 
That means that everyone prob­
ably knows someone who is gay 
or bi regardless of whether they 
are open about it. Who cares'? 
To be threatened by gays; to 
think that by being around gays 
or talking to gays will make you 
gay is just dumb. It's so dumb 
that you almost have to feel pity 
for someone as grossly misin­
formed as Mr. Longanacre. 

By giving Todd space in 
The Mercury, you reinforce ste­
reotypes of West Virginians as 
rednecks who are intolerant of 

Continued on hottom 

people, a false perception of the more fortunate, 
successful businessmen in our state. As mental­
ity has it, the notion is that if you're wealthy you 
should be required (forced) to give away more of 
your profits. This "forced compassion" usually 
means paying more taxes than you already do. 

Now bear with me as I really go against this 
popular notion and misguided mentality. Unlike 
many folks, I do not automatically assume that 
rich people are evil, cold-hcarted and greedy. On 
the contrary, I happen to know that there are folks 
out there who were not born as "silver-spoon" 
babies. They were born into the typical "common 
folk" WV family. The difference is that they still 
believed in the American dream. They aceom­
plished their goals and made their dreams come 
truc. Indeed, they are now financially fortunate! 
lbey are successful in their endeavors and can be 
considered as producers in this country because 
they now employ others. 

My question is why should these "produc­
ers" be punished for their success? Why should 
they continue to be slammed with higher taxes 
just because they have worked hard and attained 
the American dream? In my opinion, \\'e need to 
totally restructure the current taxing system in the 
state; moreover, in the nation, thereby making it 
more pro-business We need to create incentIves 
for hard work and detennination rather than pun­
ish our country's achievers, After all, why even 
try to be successful in America if you knOW)ou'll 
be slammed v.ith more taxcs only to support other 
people, many of whom lack your \\ork ethic? 

If we gi ve tax breaks to these buslOcss 0\\ n­
ers, they'll be ablc to kccp more of what thcy\ c 
earned . Consequently, they could thcn afford to 
expand thclr buslOcsses even morc, thereby cm­
ploying more of thosc uncmplo) ed poor people 
who "keep a gittlO' poorer" Ever heard of com­
mon sense? 

racel 

Conversational Green 

Road Talk 
4.42 a .m. in a beat up '82 Chcvette, blue A badl} dubbed 

copy of Rubber Soul IS playing in the tape deck The bu ted 
passenger's side speaker cracks every time a pot hoI IS hit, and 
that is frequently. 

"So, like I was saying, look at her and I say, 'You cver kill a 
man?' right, and she says to me, 'Would it make it easier for)ou If 
I had?' Don't you hate that when they answer you "1th a question 
like that?" 

"Gotta hate that." 
"Yeah So I said, "No!" Hah, I said "No!" man, am't that 

great?" 
"That's a hoot" 
"That's what I said. So have you?" 
"Have I what?" 
"Killed a man? You know, ripped his heart out and drank hiS 

blood?" 
"That's disgusting man. Why you gotta say stuffhke that?" 
"I don't know." 
"Well, cut it out all right." 
"Yeah man, OK. Hey, did you watch Amertca's Most Wanted 

last night?" 
"No way, I hate that crap. It's all a bunch of tablOid TV. Hype 

the crime for a rating." 
"What do you mean , that's good stuff on that show. You 

know what was on last night?" 
"I said I didn't watch it" 
"They had Vampires on therc man. A whole freaktn' hoard of 

them." 

"Now, you don't believe that crap do you?" 
Not like, undead, freaky, bloodsucking monsters. I mean cult 

freaks that cut up babies and drink their blood. They say they started 
out in California, you know all that wcird crazy stuff starts out 
there. There coming out east now This freak they had on last night 
was last seen in Lexington Kentucky" 

"Of all the places for a Vamp to show up You know, my 
brother went to school do\\on therc ." 

"UK?" 
"Yeah." 
"It was pretty freaky what he was doing. they said he. " 
"I thought you wercn't gOlOg to talk about that stuff." 
"Sorry man. It's just to wcird . The things people do I mean 

wonder what makes a person act up like that .. 
"Must be something missing inside, make's them hungry. Pretty 

crazy. What time IS it?" 
"Close to 5:00 . Why you gotta be somewhere?" 
"My skm's really sensitive to sun, so I've got to get in before 

it gets to daylight out" 
"That's pretty wcird man, I was wondcnng what )OU \10 re 

doing out so late, early I guess I mean. I JUst figured you were 
going to work or something." 

''I'm gcUlOg hungry Do you \\ant to stop for a bite?" 
"Yeah, surc . I thInk thc next town's Just a couple of miles up 

the road hcrc . ." 

Contiluudj,om top 

anythmg or anyonc not Ilkc 
them 111C editors reall} botched 
thiS one You havc no e eu 
That is Just my oplfllon 
though Sincerely, 

Tony Rohrbou 

1be ;ule IS perfect to 

all matters of OPIOiOO our ad­
vcrsanes are IOsanc 

-Marl:Tkam 
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Lady Pioneers Win 2 out of 3 

=jL-__ ~_~_lnlWim_L4ke_. _-..I~ 
Although the Lady Pio­

neers have struggled through 
much ofthe season, they have 
been surging rapidly as oflate. 
On Wednesday, February 7, 
the team traveled to Institute to 
take on West Virginia State. 

The Pioneers rallied toa6 
point lead by halftime and held 
on for the win at 65-57. Lori 
Charnoplosky was the lead 
scorerforthe Pioneers with 22 
points. Tanisha Brown had 13 
points as well as 5 rebounds. 
Senior Marty Rose led the team 
in boards with 9. 

Saturday, February 10, 
theteam wason the road again, 
this time traveling to Salem to 
play Salem-Teikyo University. 
The results of this game were 
not as sweet as those in Insti­
tute, as the Pioneers were 
obliviated 99-53. 

Freshman sensation Tricia 
Swink played a very strong 
game however, going 6 for 6 
fromthefreethrowline, I for 1 
from three point range, leading 
the team in points with 13, and 
pulling down 5 boards. 

Freshman Amy Thomas 
was also perfect from the foul 
line sinking 4 in route to an 8 
point total as well as managing 
to pull down 3 boards. Senior 
Marty Rose, one of the most 

consistent players on the squad 
racked up 13 points and 5 re­
bounds. 

Monc!ay, February 12, 
theteampacked theirbags once 
again and traveled to Parkers­
burg to take on Ohio Valley. In 
this game the Pioneers proved 
that they absolutely are not go­
ing to quit until the season is 
completely over. 

They went into thehalfup 
by 10 and at the end won by the 
same difference at 80-70. Lori 
Charnoplosky had a tremen­
dousgamewith20 points and 6 
rebounds. Freshmanduo Tricia 
Swink and Amy Thomas had 
13 and 11 points respectively 
with both having 5 rebounds. 
Carla Curran and Marty Rose 
both had ten points and Taoisha 
Brown led the team in boards 
with 8. 

Although this squad is not 
fairing well as far as wins go, 
they are not handing out any 
easy wins to their opponents. 

They are sticking together 
no matter what and becoming 
stronger because of it. Head 
Coach Steve Harold will tell 
anyone he would travel to any 
game with these girls over any 
other team in the conference. 

This is a young team with 
a committed coach, and a re­
lentless hunger and the poten­
tial for a bright future. Theirtime 
will come. 

Lori Chamoplosky totaled 50 paints in last weeks games. 
,.. Photo byCarl.Wilsan. 

Sports 

Heavyweight Boxer Morrison 
Tests Positive for HIV Virus 
-1 I_my... ~ 
---i slaffwriter ~ 

Professional boxer 
Tommy Morrison has always 
maintained a dramatically up­
and-down career. However, the 
27-year-old hit bottom before 
Saturday's scheduled bout 
against Arthur Weathers in Las 
Vegas with promoter Tony 
Holden's announcement that the 
powerful heavyweight has tested 
positive for the virus that causes 
AIDS. 

"I understand that there are 
people concerned about me," 
Morrison commented in a state­
ment issued Monday from his 
isolated Northeastem home. "I 
am fine." 

Additionally, the Jay, 
Oklahoma native asked his fans 
to pray for the children affected 
by the disease, according to 
USA Today. "I feel it would be 
selfish to ask you to say a prayer 

for me," he stated. 
Holden commented that 

the boxer had expressed shock 
but did not break down when his 
promoter and trainers broke the 
news. 

"He's taken it like a 
champ," Holden insisted. "He 
knows he's had a promiscuous 
lifestyle in the past. He's taking 
it better than his team (of han­
dlers)." 

Basketball star Magic 
Johnson of the Los Angelas Lak­
ers, who is also infected with the 
HIV virus, told ESPN he plans 
to call Morrison. 

"Tommy's done a wonder­
ful job in boxing, and now he 
can do a wonderful job in help­
ing people educate themselves 
about HIV and AIDS. I hope 
he joins into that fight," said 
Johnson, who returned to the 
Lakers' lineup two weeks ago 
after a four-season absence from 
the NBA. "What he has to un-

derstand is to continue to be him· 
self, continue to keep a smile 
his face and just learn what 
has to do to beat it." 

According to his promot« 
Morrison is already discuss' 
getting involved in AIDS aw 
ness efforts. 

In the aftermath of hi 
medical suspension by the N~ 
vada Athletic Commissioll, 
comes another scare for other 
fighters. Nevada is the only 
major boxing state that requires 
HIV testing for professional 
fighters. Had the bout been 
staged in West ViJginia, it would 
have gone on as scheduled. 

Morrison's last bout 0c­

curred Oct. 7 in Atlantic City, 
N.J . British heavyweight 
Lennox Lewis spilled a good 
deal of Morrison's blood whjlc 
scoring a sixth round TKO. 
Morrison is 45-3-1 in a just 
seven-year career with 39 knock 
outs. 

Do you believe West Virginia should require HIV testing 
for professional fighters? 

"It pretty much 
ought to be mandatory. 
There are rules and 
regulations to every 
sport. HIV testing 
should be just another 
obligation. " 
- Alex Canfield, 
student 

"Boxing is a 
pretty bloody sport. It 
definitely should be re­
quired." 
- Mr. Paul Peck, 
professor os. 
mathematics 

"Before every 
fight a physical is re­
quired . There isn't 
much difference be 
tween a regular physi­
cal and including a 
blood test." 

"For boxing, I 
can see that. " 
- MelODY Sawicki, 
studeDt 

-Wade Samples, 
student 

Photos by G~ne Breza 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

PioneerlYeIIow Jacket Playback ----
Min"r Ingram 

staff writer 

The Pioneers, with a two­
game winning streak qver 
Wheeling Jesuit and Shepherd 
College, were confident going 
into Fleming Arena with an es­
ti.m~ted27510yal Yellow Jacket 

fans . The West Virginia State 
squad was ready to give the Pio­
neers a rude awakening . The 
Yellow Jackets of State lead go­
ing into the half. The Pioneers 
leading scorers were Eric Contee 
with 13pts., Troy Sexton with 
14pts. and Jeff Brockell with 
15pts. Unfortunately; the Yellow 

Jackets of West Virginia State 
stung the hopes of the Pioneers 
with a score of 86-67 on 
Wednesday, the 7th of February. 

The Pioneers on the come 
back trail after an upsetting de­
feat to West Virginia State, took 

continued on page 11. 
• _ ~" • ~. I) 










