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There seems to be a new craze among parents today. Many 
of them are competing endlessly to make their children prove to the 
world that they are genius material. "If they can't be the best at 
something then they'll try to be the first at it," commented one ob­
server. 

Once the world only held a few famed geniuses like Beethoven 
and Einstein. Now they've sprouted up as abundant as three leafed 
clovers. At many schools there are almost as many valedictorian 
as there are graduates. What message should we as a society get 
from this? 

Few will deny that motivation is a value to be desired but just 
how far should we go? Studies prove that many children are so 
burned out from over pushing to achieve that they are burned out 
long before they reach maturity. Their greatest zeal comes with the 
desire to achieve little more than maintaining a simple profile. What's 
the problem with allowing our children to grow up average? Noted 
psychologist, Dr. Charles Figley blames the problem on a more 
impersonal society. He states, "This modem society has created a 
tremendous amount of incentive to be noticed, to be recognized, to 
stand out from the crowd." 
. The tragic plight of the seven year old pilot who was attempt­
mg to set a world record as the youngest to fly around the world 
has raised questions concerning where to draw the line. How aware 
can ~ seven year old be about the perils of controlling a plane? Was 
she m full control of her fate mentally or physically, using an ex­
tender to help her feet reach the pedals? How focused are these 
children who long to spend grueling hours practicing to be the best 
or the first? I personally have found my children can loose their 
attention span within minutes, hardly enough time to become mas­
ters in flight but of course, they're only average. 
. More realistic is that parents could be covering their own 
inadequate feelings of achievement by forcing their children to per­
form for them. Our society unfortunately not only accepts this but 
s~ to encourage it by promoting it through the press and televi­
sion shows portraying them as leaders. 
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Commentary 

Dear Editor, 
Recent polls indicate that 

most Americans agree on two 
things: we should balance the 
federal budget and we should 
protect the environment. Last 
month, an unusual coalition of 
taxPllyer organizations and en­
vironmental groups offered Con­
gress a tool to do both--a pair of 
green scissors. 

In a report entitled Green 
Scissors '96, this coalition iden­
tified 47 federal spending and 
subsidy cuts that should save 
taxpayers a whopping $39 bil­
lion, while improving environ­
mental protection. Green Scis­
sors '96 targets boondoggle wa­
ter projects, corporate subsidies, 
unneeded highways, question­
able atomic energy research, 
silly foreign aid and obsolete 
farm programs. These federal 
giveaways represent the worst 
kind of pork barrel programs: 
they waste money while harm­
ing the water, air, forests, wet­
lands and human health. 

Close to home here in West 
Virginia, Green Scissors '96 
proposes to cancel the Corridor 
H project, saving the federal tax­
payer over $880 million and 
state taxpayers up to $300 mil­
lion. 

Corridor H is a proposed 
I 14-mile federal four-lane high­
way which would run between 
Elkins, West Virginia and 
Strasburg, Virginia. The costs of 
building the road are astronomi­
cal since construction would re­
quire carving through 4,000-foot 
mountains, boosting the cost up 
to $10-18 million per mile. 

Corridor H faces signifi­
cant local opposition. Just over 
a year ago nearly 3,000 West 
Virginians filed public com­
ments to the Division of High-

ways and nine out often of them 
voiced opposition to Corridor H. 
Many of!pe residents wrote that 
they would rather have their 
money go to fixing existing 
roads and making safety im­
provements. Others protested 
the highway would damage West 
Virginia's natural, recreational 
and historic attractions, forever 
changing the character of what 
is now the largest roadless area 
in the east--the Manangahela 
National Forest. Scenic America 
named the present highways 
situated along Corridor H route 
one of the "Ten Most Endan­
gered Scenic Byways" of 1993. 

These WV Highlands 
might be ideal for a scenic high­
way, not for a four-lane truck 
route. Corridor H would cross 
41 streams, including native 
trout streams, cut through two 
national forests and open up 
some of the state's best river 
bottom farmland to develop­
ment. 

As you read this, bureau­
crats are pondering how to get 
around the two Civil War battle­
fields in the superhighway's 
path, at Moorefield and 
Corrick's Ford, which they failed 
to identify earlier. Some people 
are uncomfortable with the idea 
of a Corridor H interchange and 
the resulting shopping mall on 
the site where their ancestors 
died. In Virginia, local govern­
ments and the Commonwealth 
Transportation Board have de­
clared opposition to building 
Virginia's part of Corridor H. 

Economic studies, includ­
ing one done by WV University's 
Regional Research Institute, 
show that major highways which 
run through sparsely populated 
rural areas usually kill small 
towns upright, robbing the com-
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munities by drawing shoppers, 
tourists and dollars away. Un­
fortunately many towns may 
find that chain truck stops will 
be the only profitable business 
if Corridor H arrives. 

If all these reasons were 
not enough let's just consider 
who will actually be using this 
road-trucks, not people, accord­
ing to environmental impact 
statements. By professional en­
gineering standards, the Corri­
dor H area will not have enough 
traffic in twenty years to justify 
building this four-lane monstros­
ity. 

So with all these costs to 
the environment and taxpayers 
and all the opposition in Vir­
ginia, why doesn't the West Vir­
ginia Highway Department 
wake up and just consider fix­
ing our existing roads? Many 
would say it is because of one 
man: Senator Robert C. Byrd. 
West Virginians are familiar 
with his name since it is promi­
nently displayed on hospitals, 
university buildings and bridges 
around our state because of the 
more than $1.5 billion in federal 
"bacon" he has brought home. 
No matter how you feel about 
other projects the Senator has 
brought to the state, this is one 
project that will hurt West Vir­
ginia--this pork is no prize. 

Corridor H is just another 
wasteful government program­
the pork barrel politics-as-usual 
that Washington D. C. is famous 
for and that . taxpayers can no 
longer afford. So, as Congress 
and the President grapple with 
what programs to cut in order 
to balance the budget, we offer 
them a pair of green scissors to 
snip Corridor H. 

Traci Sheehan 
Bonnie McKeown 

The Old Coot Romanticizes 
AUenCarr 

contributing writer 

The old coot has been ac­
cused of being cynical. Imagine 
that! The old coot prefers to view 
himself as world-wise with an 
opinion of human nature only 
slightly elevated above cetacean 

excrement in the Mariannas 
Trench. He has found that hav­
ing minimal expectations con­
cerning human behavior leaves 

·little room for surprise and gives 
ample opportunity to vocalize 
the "I told you so's." 

It is noteworthy that the 
old coot, while having been born 
old, has not always been a cur­
mudgeon. Well, maybe he has. 
Even when still vibrant with the 
bloom of youth, the old coot held 
the aforementioned opinion of 
the matrimonial condition. He 
always viewed it as an activity 
fundamentally at variance with 

the jurisprudence system. The 
"troll the bait and set the hook" 
pattern of the courting ritual 
smacks of "bait and switch" 
scams, which are illegal in most 
states and frowned upon for the 
peasants even by the institution 
that perfected the technique, p0-

litical Washington. Ponder why 
it requires so much preparation 
for an engagement to go to view 

Continued on page 3. 
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from 

a cinema which will be accom­
plished in the dark. Any inter­
play is usually done by fee~ any­
way, but the young gent will 
shower (if he thinks he might get 
"lucky"), shave both whiskers, 
use deodorant under both arms 
(not just the one he hopes to use 
to cuddle his quarry), and douse 
himself in aftershave/cologne in 
the expectation that his quarry 
will be rendered incapable of 
coherent action by the overload 
to her olfactory sensory inputs. 

The young lady will like­
wise engage in a spate ofspuri­
ous cleansing functions, thus 
monopolizing the only relief fa­
cility in the house for several 
hours, try on two dozen outfits 
until the one that most satisfac­
torily displays the wares has 
been achieved, coordinating her 
undergarments flawlessly even 
though no hint of color or tex­
ture is supposed to be offered her 
swain (the old coot is hopelessly 
old-fashioned and remembers 
when a young lady's undergar­
ments were actually worn under 
her clothes), and spending eter­
nities to affect ajust-perfect coif­
fure even though she secretly 
entertains hopes that her allure 
will overcome him and he will 
simply be unable to resist run­
ning his hands through her hair 
in the throes of a heated em­
brace. 

Both will be in their best 
behavior, displaying manners, 
some semblance of couth (a hard 
task for the swain), and sensi­
tivity for each other's well-be­
ing and enjoyment. This will 
continue with some minor varia­
tions until one or both are so 
besotted (or horny) that mar­
riage becomes an irresistible 
urge. 

It is inevitable iliat the cha­
rade must end. He will discover 
that the sumptuous meals were 
actually catered by her mother 
and she cannot actually prepare 
ice cream properly. Her hair is 
not always the lustrous mane 
that it has been in the past. She 
no longer finds it necessary to 
be on her best behavior while 
experiencing PMS. She is not 
always attired in a French pei­
gnoir. He is unable to restrain 
his natural crudity and displays 
his life's ambition--to elevate his 

g~roint~~al e~ptions to an 

art form by burping the 1812 
Overture (he thinks it's the 
Quaker Oats song) with flatu­
lence interjected as the cannon 
shots. He shows a marked pro­
clivity to wear underwear replete 
with holes. He no longer has to 
hide his disdain for doing "girl 
stuff' and can get down to the 
serious business of watching re­
runs of "Charlie's Angels." 

The prevailing tendency of 
contemporary society is to dis­
card mates at the plummet of 
their chapeau and to assist in the 
plummet themselves. This flip­
pant attitude toward "until death 
do us part" merits cynicism. 
Imagine the old coot's amuse­
ment to fmd that passion had 
overridden his natural reticence 
and he awoke one day to find 
himself burdened with 
husbandly responsibilities. His 
testosterone overload had re­
sulted in a short -circuit of his 
sense of self-preservation and 
love of freedom. Being endowed 
with more than his portion of 
superficiality, he had been mar­
ried six months before his eyes 
had risen far enough above 
mammary appendage level to be 
able to recognize his new bride 
in a crowd. 

The shock to his system 
when he finally did meet her eyes 
was astronomical! He discov­
ered, to his delight, that the crea­
ture that was deluded enough to 
saddle herself with his idiosyn­
crasies was breathtakingly 
lovely. Her intelligence was su­
perior to his own towering in­
tellect and she had still been mis­
guided enough to undertake the 
care and feeding of an adoles­
cent old coot. She was wonder­
fully sensuous and she could 
take a joke (she got stuck with 
the old coot, didn't she?) . In 
short, she was everything the old 
coot had NOT been looking for 
in a mate. 

The reader is free to draw 
whatever conclusions about the 
recent visit of the comet that she 
or he may choose. The old coot 
is convinced that the Father, who 
blessed him with a mate that 
exceeded all of his secret hopes, 
planned from the beginning of 
the universe to bring that comet 
by earth in conjunction with the 
anniversary of 25 years of put­
ting up with the old coot and it 
is perceived as a sign that an­
other 25 C?r so are in orderl 
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I must point out yet another typical scare ing far more hardwoods each year than are har­
tactic lie that was written by a traditional liberal vested and lost to fire, insects and disease." By the 
in a recent "Dear Editor" letter. The letter was way, this research was not conducted by private 
written in response to my article about radical en- industry so don't even go there! 
vironmental extremists . Additionally, ofall the forest land in the U.S., 

Usually liberals would get away with this "490 million acres are called timberlands, forests 
kind of nonsense without anyone questioning it. that can produce more than 20 cubic feet of wood 
That's why they easily have everyone believing per acre annually. They're growing more trees to­
that mother earth is on her death bed, gasping for day than 40 years ago." Finally, the technical re­
that last breath. Folks, I don't mind a response to search also discovered that there are 82% more 
my articles; I encourage them. However, you must hardwoods today than in 1950. In 1991, for ex­
be forewarned: if you're going to try and sway ample, growth exceeded harvest and mortality by 
my opinion simply be telling little lies, then be 19%! I know many of you left-wingers are going 
prepared to suffer the consequences! to have a tough time accepting these facts . 

This liberal wrote: "The fact that logging The liberal who wrote that letter (I'll not 
companies are now after our virgin forests proves mention his name) sounded as though he doesn't 
that we are losing more timber than we are pro- use any wood or paper products whatsoever. 
ducing." Ob, really? To begin with, it's called old Hmmm! The way he tore into the timber industry 
growth forest (meaning that it's in an over-ma- made it sound as though there wasn't a tree left in 
ture stage). Old growth is the final stage in the the country! I must now give the timber compa­
tree's life cycle. It's in decline. These trees are near- nies equal time since they didn't have a represen­
ing the end of their lives. They've grown old and tative write in to clarify the liberal's lies. Another 
will soon die if they haven't already! They have, professional forest manager's report, Tree Plant­
through sexual reproduction, produced hundreds ing in the Us. (another non-biased report) states 
of years of viable seed and offspring; therefore, that "In 1991, over 1. 7 billion trees were planted 
they're not "virgin" anymore! in the U.S. More than 80% of these trees were 

All humor aside, let's just say that these trees planted by forest products companies and private 
will ultimately succumb to fire, wind, insects or timberland owners . Each year, six additional trees 
disease. Could it be that these loggers are only are planted for every one that is harvested." Did I 
trying to harvest the usable wood of already- hear a sigh? 
doomed trees before that wood falls and decays? Each time you anti-logging liberals grab your 
What a waste that would be. Are not the liberals toilet paper and head for the "john," or when you 
always crying about the so-called "homeless" hang yet another anti-logging poster on your wood­
people in the country? Imagine the homes they framed wall, I want you to remember one thing: 
could have! YOU ARE HYPOCRITES! Your daily activities 

Secondly, weare not losing more timber than are keeping the timber industry that you hate so 
we are producing and we are not running out of much in business . In my humble opinion, you 
trees! According to Forest Resources of the United should be thankful for professional foresters and 
States, 1992 (USDA Inventory Technical Report timber companies. They're employing tens of thou­
'93), "We still have 70% of the forests that were sands of Americans and conserving millions of 
here in 1600; 737 million acres of forest in the acres offorest for future generations. At the same 
U.S." The individual trees may not be as big as time, they're catering to your needs with a renew­
the trees were then, but 70% of those original for- able resource. Hey, facts are the driving force in 
ested areas remain nonetheless . Another re- shaping my opinions! How about you? 
searched fact is that, in the U.S., "We are grow- •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Dear Editor: • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
I feel the last two weeks of •••• Congratulati·ons :: 

The Mercury have not been 
worth my reading! I used to pick • 
up the college paper every Mon- : 
day to read Kevin Lake's article. • • His articles always make my • 
week He writes humorous ar­
ticles that make me and prob­
ably many others on campus 
laugh. I have always depended 
on him for a "pick-me-up" on 
Monday, but lately he seems to 
have been "censored." 

I'd like to know whatever 

To the winnerg of the recent .: 
• 

EJectiong for SSC Board of: 
• 

Advigerg and the SSC Pioneer III : 
MARK ALLEN - 6SC BOARD OF ADYISERS 
KEITH YANNOY - 6SC PIONEER 

Thanks to everYone who voted this year!!! 

• • • • • • • • • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
happened to freedom of the think that is still one of our most 
press? If I'm not mistaken, I precious freedoms that we have 

to observe if we want to keep It. 
Lisa Bailey 





April 15, 1996 GSC Week Photo Spread: Part 1 Page 5 

Photo by Carl Wilson. 
With a simple flick o/the wrist Roger Carpenter breaks concrete 
blocks/or his talent in the Mr. GSC contest. 

Students dancing the night away at the video dance. 

GSCWEEK 
REVISITED: Part 1 

On Wednesday April 10th GSC Week began with a con­
test which allowed the men at GSC to strut their stuff on stage 
and compete for the title of Mr. GSC. Of the thirteen who 
entered only one could receive this prestigious title and lead the 
way for the rest of GSC week. 

The next GSC Week event was the video dance held in the 
Heflin Center ballroom on Thursday 11. Many students par-

. .~~~~~~ ~~. ~ced. the .~ght.!~aY.!9 .. !l mi~.r~ .<lfml,l!i.L .. 

Photo by Carl Wilson. 

The audience at the Mr. GSC 
contest enjoying the show. 

Photo by Carl Wilson. 
James Lepis reenacts a warrior dance and wows the crowd in the Mr. 
GSC contest. 

Photo by April Rector. 
DJ's for the Video Dance 



Page 6 On Campus The Mercury 

TKE News welle t S k 
Guy Engel I IS 0 pea -------

Contributing writeI' 

As we wind down the se­
mester, the fraternity still has 
lots of plans. Our membership 
drive resulted in two new mem­
bers with the intestinal fortitude 
of real men, but that's just the 
start. 

The brotherhood plans on 
working with Alpha Psi Omega 
in off-loading and loading buses 
during the Children's Theater. 
Everyone please be careful and 
try not to hit any small persons. 

The Chapter also plans a 
charity fund drive for Special 
Olympics by rafting for dollars 
down the Little Kanawha. If you 
see a member of Tau Kappa 
Epsilon, please be generous and 
pledge towards this "worthwild" 
cause. 

Also, plans are underway 
for our annual Red Carnation 
Ball on May 4 . All brothers and 
alumni are encouraged to come 
out and have a good time. Our 
annual softball tournament is 
slated for the last weekend in 
April. If interested, contact 
Tracy Dobbins for more infor­
mation. As a finale for the se­
mester, watch for our Spring Re­
treat. The date and location for 
the retreat is as yet undecided 
and brothers are encourage to 
think up new and interesting 
places to reek havoc and blow 
off a semester's worth of pent up 
steam. 

So, for the members of Tau 
Kappa Epsilon, the semesters far 
from over. Any event that is ex­
citing and happening, expect to 
see Tekes out and having more 
fun than anyone. 

Moonbeam philosophy: 
"Rafting makes me wet." 

Bomber words of the 
week: "Nice guys finish last." 

Barbara W. Tedford 
Contributing Writer 

West Virginia born novel­
ist Meredith Sue Willis is the 
featured "Circuit Writer" giving 
a reading from her work at Glen­
ville State College Wednesday, 
April 24 at 7:30 p .m. in the Re­
cital Hall of the Fine Arts Build­
mg. 

The theme for her Glen­
ville appearance, to which the 
public is invited free of charge, 
is "Talking about Home." Born 
in Shinnston, Willis grew up in 
an atmosphere of story telling, 
preaching, and radio melodra­
mas and published her fITst story 
when she was 15 years old. 
Many in her family, including 
her parents, were school teach­
ers, and her maternal grandfa­
ther was a miner who witnessed 
the Great Monongah mine ex­
plosion of 1907 in which hun­
dreds of miners were killed. 

Her fiction for adults in­
cludes In the Mountains of 
America (Mercury House 
1994), a collection of short sto­
ries praised by a reviewer in 
Appalachian Journal as "rich 
with the traditions of Appalachia 
and even richer with the wise 
intelligence of its author." Her 
novels, published by Scribner's, 
are A Space Apart (1979), 
Higher Ground (1981), and 
Only Great Changes (1985) . 

She has written two Marco 
books for children published by 
Harpercollins (one coning out 
this fall) and three guides for stu­
dents and teachers of writing that 
have sold well across the coun­
try. 

Willis studied for two 
years at Bucknell, graduated 
with honors from Barnard, 

EXTRA INCOME FOR 196 
Earn $500-1,000 weekly stuffing 
envelopes. For details--Rush $1 
with SASE to: GROUP FIVE 

57 Greentree Dr., Suite 307 
Dover, DE 19901 

Norfolk, VA, and continues to 
volunteer her time for anti-rac­
ism and anti-war organizations. 
She earned a Master of Fine Arts 
degree from Columbia, worked 

Photo contributed. 
Meredith Sue Willis. 

with Teachers & writers Col­
laborative in New York city, and 
later taught at Kean College, 

Cooper Union, Pace University, 
and Pratt Institute. 

She also teaches two 
courses she created at NYU's 
School of Continuing Education, 
"Beginning Your Novel" and 
"Structuring Your Novel." She 
was a two-time winner of the 
PEN Syndicated Fiction contest 
as well as the recipient of liter­
ary fellowships from the Na­
tional Endowment for the Arts 
and the New Jersey State Coun­
cil on the Arts. 

Her reviews, articles, and 
short stories have appeared in 
such periodicals as The New 
York Times Book Review. Com­
mentary, MademOiselle, The 
Philadelphia Inquirer, The 
Washington Post Book World, 
and Appalachian Journal. 

Willis now lives in South 
Orange, NJ, where she is the in-

coming president of the Essex 
Ethical Culture Society and a 
backyard organic gardener. Her 
husband, Andrew B. 
Weinberger, practices 
rheumatology at the Arthritis 
and Rheumatic Disease Canter 
at Saint Barnabas Hospital, and 
their son Joel, a fifth grader at 
South Orange Middle School, 
studies tap and jazz dance, ka­
rate, and basketball . 

Her appearance in Glen­
ville is being sponsored by the 
West VITginia Humanities Coun­
cil, West Virginia Writers, Inc., 
the Language Division of Glen­
ville State College, and the 
Gilmer Arts and Heritage Coun­
cil. Professor Barbara W. 
Tedford is in charge off the ar­
rangements and may be reached 
by calling (304) 462-7361 ext. 
212. 

DeBerry to Hold Writing Workshop 
Barbara W. Tedford 
Contributing Writer 

''Talking about Home" is 
the theme of a writing workshop 
being conducted by poetItelevi­
sion producer Mary Lucille 
DeBerry Wednesday, April 24 
from 4-6 p .m. in the Verona 
Mapel Room or Heflin Stu­
dent Center, Glenville State 
College. 

DeBerry "talks about 
home and heritage" in much 
of her poetry, and samples 
can be found in Appalachian 
Heritage, Grab-A-Nickel, 
Tantra Press, Janus, Poke­
berry Days, and the Febru­
ary 1996 issue of Pig Iron 
Press: Family: The Possibil­
ity of Tradition. 

Now working in 
Morgantown as a producer/di­
rector at public television station 
WNPB, DeBerry grew up in 
Ritchie County and frequently 
returns to her family home. Her 
poem, "Child Life in 
Harrisville," was awarded first 
place in the 1992 West Virginia 
Writers narrative poetry compe­
tition and was published in the 
Winter 1996 issue of Appala­
chian Journal. 

She has written nonfiction 

as well as a poetic sidebar for 
Goldenseal. In recent months 
she has read her work at the 
Monongalia Arts Center in 
Morgantown; at the Blenner­
hassett Hotel in Parkersburg; 
and at the Cedar Lakes Confer­
ence Center, where she taught a 

Photo contributed. 
Mary Lucille DeBerry. 

session on "Poetry Writing for 
New Readers" at the West Vir­
ginia Laubach Literacy Confer­
ence. 

She received a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in speech and drama 
with minors in English and 
French from West Virginia Uni­
versity and earned her Master's 
degree from the State University 
of Iowa, where her thesis was 
"An Analysis of Characteriza­
tion in the Southern Mountain 
Plays of Lula Volimer." She 

taught at Alderson-Broaddus 
College for a year, wrote and di­
rected the West VIrginia Centen­
nial 4-H Pageant in 1963, and 
has been with WNPB for thirty 
years. She has also taught 
courses in West Virginia 
University's broadcast curricu­

lum. 
She has been involved 

with many documentaries, 
such as Mountain People: A 
Sense of Place, and Vandalia 
Samplers: "WolfCreek Print­
ers" and "The Hatfields and 
McCoys-A Hundred Years 
After. " She has won fifteen 
West Virginia Press Women 
First Place Awards for tele­
vision productions, with 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd place awards in 

National Press Women's compe­
titions. 

Her appearance in Glen­
ville is being sponsored by the 
West VIrginia Humanities Coun­
cil, West Virginia Writers, Inc., 
the Language Division of Glen­
ville State College, and the 
Gilmer Arts and Heritage Coun­
cil. Professor Barbara W. 
Tedford is in charge of the ar­
rangements and may be reached 
by calling (304) 462-7361 ext. 

212 . 
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AC$Trip 
Continued from page J 

venir shopping done in their 
spare time. The group managed 
to attend the Convention's Ice­
Breakers that were held at the 
Raddison Hotel, the Presidential 
party held at the Aquarium of 
the Americas, go to the New Or­
leans River Walk, the World 
Trade Center, Bourbon Street 
and the Hard Rock Cafe. 

group headed into Mississippi to 
have a picnic lunch on the beach 
of the Gulf of Mexico. Secretary 
Patricia Drake and Angela 
Michael had been told by one 
sales clerk to inform their group 
to "Just pretend that the water's 
blue and you won't have a prob­
lem." 

The water proved not to be 
an obstacle in the day's events, 
however some birds made an 
unpleasant appearance in the 
middle of our lunch that Moore On their final full day, the 

I r~ACS~t~! I 
~ n:::.:: ~ their weekly meeting on 

Tuesday, April 9, 1996 
with 14 in attendance. 

I ' I 
The meeting was called to order at 12:45 p.m. by Presi­
dent, Michele Hanson. Patricia Drake read the min­
utes from the previous meeting. 

Pictures for the yearbook were taken by The Mer­
cury staff photographer, Gene Breza. Thanks Gene! 
The organization held elections for the 1996-97 offic­
ers and the results are as follows : President--Michele 
Hanson; Vice-President--Patricia Drake; Secretary-­
Shelly Zirkle; Treasurer--Ronald Mays; Historians-­
Kari Hamric and Eric Hoard. The organizational com­
mittee chairpersons were not elected at this point in 
time but will be 'elected next fall . 

The organization discussed the GSC Olympics 
and other GSC week plans. Ron Crihfield and Kelly 
Eades were mentioned as candidates for contestants 
of the Mr. GSC pageant. 

I I 
I . ~ I 
I I 
I ~ ~ I 
I I 
~ " I 

Plans for sponsoring a Walk-A-Thon were put 
on hold until next year. Dr. Tom Vallombroso men­
tioned the GSC Bookstore carrying SAACS merchan­
dise and everyone signed a Thank-you to send to the 
Anchorage Apartments for their hospitality while we 
were in New Orleans for the National Convention. 

The next SAACS meeting will be on Tuesday, 
April 16 at 12:30 p.m. in room SH400. Anyone inter­
ested in attending is encouraged to attend. 

I I 
1' 1 
I I 
. . -
l!' . .r;:,.. ;."'. ~ ....• !J 

' ~ .~ .. ~ 

Who says you can 't play at the beach in March? Try the Gulf of 
Mexico for a change in campus life. Photo by Patricia Drake 

would rather be left unsaid. But Dr. Tom Vallombroso. 
as the afternoon progressed, The ACS began to pack up 
Hanson received one of the kind- their week's worth of clothes, 
est compliments of the cooking utensils, souvenirs and 
week ... "Nice bathingsuit cherished memories. The group 
Michele." (Name withheld for left New Orleans on Saturday, 
blackmail purposes!) March 30 with a new under-

"1 think the students en- standing of the real world. The 
joyed their trip and I think it was new friendships that began have 
a good experience for them to continued to grow as well as the 
gain exposure to some higher knowledge attained from the nu-
level chemistry concepts. I es- merous seminars. 
pecially enjoyed running into a The trip home was long 
few former colleagues of mine and slow, but came to an end 17 
from graduate school at Penn. 112 hours and X miles later, trav-
State and from Cornel College eling through six states to arrive 
in Iowa." stated ACS Advisor, at Glenville, West Virginia. 
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IM'- GSC contlmtedfi'om~!q 
WIlliam Kouns proved a 

man could possess both beauty 
and beastly qualities as he read 
his romantic poetry and ended it 
with some deep h<Klw-ling. Jer­
emy Rodriguez knew something 
had to be done to keep the crowd 
calm. He soothed their .burning 
rages with a sweet lullaby he 
himself had composed while 
people squirmed and then slowly 
slipped into more subdued states 
of mind, which didn't last too 
long. 

During the boxer-short 
competition, some of the men 
attempted to ease the hunger 
pains of the audience by tossing 
clothing articles across their 
heads. However, it was equiva­
lent to tossing an itty-bitty pork 
chop out to a pack of hungry 
wolves. It only whetted their 
appetites. Two groupies rushed 
the stage to touch one contestant. 

Roger Carpenter realized 
too late that honesty was not a 
virtue when he answered the 

Continued on page .12. 

r-------------------------------. 
i Hog Wild! ! ! i 
I I 

= 16th Annual GSC Week = 
I I 

= April 10-21, 1996 = 
I Monday 4/15 * Skeet Shoot: (4-7 p.m., Shooting Range) I 
I * International Friendship Dinner: (begins at 5 p.m., Heflin Small Ballroom) I 
I * GSC Concert Band Spring Show: (8-9 p.m., Fine Arts Auditorium) I 
I Tuesday 4/16 * Take Aim: Archery and Rod & Reel Competitions: (4-7 p.m., I 
: Shooting Range) I 
I * West VIrginia Sumo Wrestling: (5-8 p.m., Heflin Ballroom) II 
I * Laser Karaoke Show: (8-11 p.m. AB Auditorium) I 
I Wednesday 4/17* Award Wmning Comedian Cary Long: (8-9:30 p.m., Fine Arts I 
I Auditorium) I 
• * After Dark Pool Party with D.l : (9:30-12:30 p.m., PEBuilding Pool) I 
I * Bowling Party: (9:30-12:30 p.m., Game Room {$2}) I 
: Thursday 4118 * Spring Football Game: (7 p.m., Pionccr Stadium) • 

I * Children's Theater: (8 p.m., Fine Arts Auditorium) I 
I * Dance Party With Inner Groove Collection: (8 p.m., Library Parking Lot II 
I {Rainy Site: Heflin Ballroom}) I 
I Friday 4/19 * Volleyball Tournament: (3-8 p.m., Pickens Hall Sand Court) • 

• * Casino Night: (8-midnight, Verona Maple Room) I 
• Saturday 4/20 * GSC Olympics, Road Rally and Scavenger Hunt: (lOa.m.-3 p.m.) • 

• * Hog Wild Spring Ball Featuring Captain Cook & the Coconuts: I 
: (begins at 9 p.m., Heflin Ballroom) I 
I Sunday 4121 * NASCAR Goody's 500 (Martinsville, VA) : 

: Watch the Hog Log. posted around campus,for details on the Great Eight contest!!! I 

~-------------------------------. 
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I Fourth and Goal I { Pioneers Break Relay Record at eMU 

I :: .' '1)1 • ~ .... 

:',r •• ;""4Sr~ 
Last weekend I had the privilege of going to the CMU Invita-

tional in Pittsburgh with the WV State Track Team. This gave me 
a wonderful opportunity to meet some talented athletes and make 
some new friends . 

Perhaps the most interesting of my new friends was the bus 
driver, Eddie. Eddie is a 45-year-old black man who, after years of 
military service and driving buses, has gone back to college to get 
his degree. Eddie has experienced much in his life and at 6'2" and 
250 pounds has one heck of an appetite. 

Eddies favorite snack is pork rinds, also known as pig skins. 
His love for these deep-fried fragments of fat was apparent as our 
four-hour drive to Pittsburgh became a six-hour drive due to Eddie's 
numerous stops along the interstate in search of them, though he 
was never able to find any. 

Over and over he would march into a PB, a Go Mart, or 
numerous other convenience stores and ask, "Y'all got any pig ske­
uns?" only to be told no each time. He would leave the store ex­
claiming. "I got one heckova cravin' for some ske-uns!" 

The inability to ease his appetite with pork rinds was very 
apparent every time we went into a restaurant. As we pulled into 
the parking lot of numerous steak houses, Eddie would be out of 
the bus within five seconds and talking to the restaurant manager 
about a team deal. I asked head coach Ernie Shreve if that was not 
his job and he told me, "Eddie's a pro." 

Eddie would always tell the manager, "I got 15 starvin' kids 
on this bus (in actuality there were only 10 of us) and they can't 
wait until we get to McDonald's (in actuality we had passed up six 
of them). How 'bout roy kids eat in here and you let me and the 
coach eat free?" 

The manager, still hung up on the idea of 15 starving athletes 
would always say yes, thinking he was in for one heck of a profit. 
Every time Eddie would put them behind in sales for the next two 
weeks. He would eat the two most expensive meals in the house, 
the all-you-can-eat bar (he usually ate it all), and of course dessert. 

After getting upset at how much he ate and realizing he was 
losing money, the manager would ask Eddie where the other five 
kids were and he would tell them, Itlbey stayed on the bus to sleep. It 

Sleeping was Eddie's other talent. He has the ability to fall 
asleep as soon as his head hits the pillow; however,. for anyone else 
in the room, sleeping does not come as easily. I know this for a fact 
as Ernie and I were forced to share a room with him. The sounds 
that kept us awake all night resembled the sound I heard the time I 
caught my little sister's kitten in my dad's shop vac. 

Next week I will be traveling once again on Eddie's bus to 
IVP. I plan on taking with me two bags of pork rinds to make the 
trip faster and a set of ear plugs to make the night more restful. 

Kevin Lake 
staff writer 

Saturday, April 6, at the 
Carnegie Melon University in­
vitational in Pittsburgh, the con­
ditions were anything but ideal 
for a track meet: temperatures 
in the 20's, unmerciful winds and 
occasional bursts of snow. It 
seemed unlikely any records 
would fall until the Lady Pio­
neer 4 x 400 meter relay team 
stepped on the track with fresh­
man Becky Andrew leading the 
charge. Her talent and speed is 
obvious but her handoff to 
Jenifer Pingley was a reminder 
that it is a team effort and all 
must come through. Corning 
through was no problem for 
Pingley as she sprinted down the 
home stretch to a handoff to 
Mandy Ralston. 

Ralston had aJready won 
her heat in the 800 earlier in the 
meet but carne through to pass 
the stick to Bobbie Hatcher. 
Hatcher placed second in the 400 
hurdles with a time of 1 :08.25 
just hours before. This time she 
had no obstacles in her way, only 
400 meters of tartan between her 
and a new school record. She 
coasted through the finish in 
4:18, giving the fab four the new 
school record by four seconds. 
The previous school record of 
4:22 was set in 1993. 

Anchor leg Bobbie 
Hatcher also placed 5th in the 
110 hurdles with a 16.98 and 
lead leg Becky Andrew placed 
5th in the open 400 with a time 
of 1:04.65 . 

The women's team also 
managed to place four individu­
als in the field events as Carla 
Curran was 6th in the discus 
with a throw of 30.72 meters, 

The Crafterls Patch 
Main & Morris St. Glenville, WV Open: Tue-Sat 9 am.-5 p.m. 462-4010 
, . Quality Fabric, Notions, DMC, Lace, Ribbon, 

Embroidery, Yarn, Wreaths, AcryliC Paints, 
Brushes, Etc. Wood Cutouts, Baskets & Basket 
Supplies, Classes, Craft Supplies and more!! 

Emily James was 5th in the long 
jump with ajumpof4.71 meters 

Photo by Kevin Lake. 
Mitch Carte competes at the 
Carnegie-Melon lrrvitational. 

and Amy Thomas and Manda 
Simmons were 5th and 6th in the 
shot put with puts of 10.38 and 
10.33 meters respectively. 

In the men's events, Daniel 
Edgell started the day off by 
placing second in the 10,000 
meters in 33 .09. Chris Cress and 
Chris Burley also took second 
in their events, the 400 hurdles 
(55.17) and the 100 meters 

(11.37). 
The men won two events 

straight out as Lee Petty sprinted 
away unchallenged in the 1500 
to win in 4:02.5 and freshman 
Chip Anderson won the 100m, 
the first race of this college ca­
reer, in 11 .31 seconds. 

Petty also placed 5th in the 
800m. as did Mitch Carte in the 
triple jump. Senior Bobbie 
Burnside was 6th in the pole 
vault going 12 feet even. 

Cart, Anderson and 
Burley, along with Pioneer run­
ning back Kevin Waterfield, 
teamed up to place fourth in the 
men's 4 x 100m relay. Cress, 
Burley, L.R. Sammons and 
Nathan McKee placed 4th in the 
4 x 400m relay with a time of 
3:35.49. 

With two meets down and 
more seasonable weather ahead, 
more records may fall for either 
team. With the improvements the 
Pioneers are making, the confer­
ence championship becomes 
more of a reality each day. 

Writers have two main problems. One is writer's 
block, when the words won't come at all, and the other is 
logorrhea, when the words comes so fast they can hardly 
get to the wastebasket in time. 

-Cecilia Bartholomew 

GSC Linksters Finish 
3rd and 4th on Road 
---1 Kevin Luke ~ 
~ staffwriter ~ 

March 28 and 29, the Pio­
neer golf team, led by head 
coach Bruce Hayhurst, traveled 
to Parkersburg to compete in 
their own Invitational. The team 
carne in 3rd behind Cleveland 
State, a Division I school, and 
the University of Charleston. 
John Morgan led the team with 
a 77 the first day and a 76 the 
second for a total of 153. 

Moran's friend from Ire­
land and new team mate Steve 
Fitzpatrick shot a total of 156. 
Travis Woodford and Roy 
Hammond both shot a 161 while 
Kevin Sparks shot a 165 and Jeff 
Hardman shot a 169. 

On April 1 and 2, the team 
traveled to Glade Springs for the 
Concord College Invitational. 

Here the team finished fourth to 
Bluefield State of VIrginia as 
well as two conference schools, 
WV Wesleyan and U.C. 
Hayhurst was quick to jump to 
the defense of a disappointing 
first day by pointing out that 
they played in a driving snow 
storm. Many of the teams were 
already finished for the day and 
did not face the same conditions. 

''We shot better than any­
body on the 2nd day," stated 
Hayhurst. 

Once again Moran led the 
team with a 154 while 
Fitzpatrick shot a 156, 
Hamrnond shot a 163, Woodford 
168, and Sparks shot a 169 for 
the second week in a row. 

"Every man needs to do 
better," Hayhurst pointed out. 
"Especially our number 3, 4 and 
5 men." 
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Be a Part of Glenville State History 
By Helping Choose Official College Flag 

r---------------, 
I 
I 
I 
I 

ell 

G~· (J c ....... . 

L~_~ _________ ·_ 

I 
I 
I 

The Glenville State College Alumni ~socia­
tion has received all of the entries for the flag con­
test and has narrowed these entries down to these 
three. Please vote for one design and return your 
'ballot' to The Mercury office by April 26, 1996. 

The winning flag will be put into production 
and will be flown, along with the American and 
West Virgina flag, above the WWII memorial lo­
cated on Verona Maper lawn. The flag, which will 
be purchased by the GSC Foundation, Inc., will 
serve as the official college flag. The wiming de­
sign will also be published in The Mercury. 

Be a part of Glenville State College 
history by helping choose the flag 

that will Identify the COll8fle 
for years to comel 

M ...... penoa )'OII_l_~_. 

t1ickiaIs .......... - ... atWj_MI 
buttm ...... ,. .... ii .... _ .. 
puDCb the whaobuatal to ...... ~. ~o....,jIIIIII 

Usiag someone .'.I'CI8GIID.1a .. ' .... . 
just isa't IOIIIdhina we couklliw .. . 
~ftIIIOtema. ... ~, ...... ~ .. . 

You see, UIIIesa )'OIl .. l ..... -1'.jI ... Ni •• 

Good 






