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Controversy Surfaces at Board of Directors Meeting--
By Theodore Allen Webb 

As the majority ofGlenvi!le 
State College students travel to 
their classes and trudging 
through their safe, daily routines, 
carrying some rememberance of 
a few choice lessons their pro
fessors urgently uttered, many 
Generation-Xer's stay shock
ingly unaware of the issues 
which face them. 

_ 2tthe recent West Virginia 
State College System Board of 
Directors meeting held Tuesday, 
October 29, in GSC's Heflin 
Center Verona Maple Room, 
these issues were brought to the 
floor. 

"Over the last two years, 
on numerous ocassions, the 
GSC Faculty Senate has made 
the Board of Directors aware of 
several incidents, issues, and 
concerns on campus which we 
feel has resulted in the students 
of Glenville State College not 
being served in the best possible 
manner," related GSC Faculty 
Senate. President and Associate 
Professor of Business Cheryl 
McKinney. 

"In 1994, 74.3% of the 
Faculty Senate issued a letter of 
no-confidence in the leadership 
of this institution, which was sup
ported by over 50 pages of fac
ulty input," McKinney continued 
in her address. "We are very per
plexed that we have yet to re
ceive a direct response to our 
concerns." . 

"In addition, the area of 
communication (between faculty 
and administration) continues to 
be an area of concern. While the 
Senate has an ad-hoc commit
tee which prepares suggestions 
to improve the climate of com
munications on campus, events 

continue to unfold which call into "The professors at GSC 
are the most dedicated, wonder- J question the campus communi

cations structure." 
"For example, recently 

an article in The Charleston 
Gazette reported that legisla
tive auditors have uncovered 
some questionable transfer of 
funds involving the college s 
athletic department and 
Alumni Foundation. 

"To date, there has been 
no institutional response, ei
ther internally or externally, to 
this article. So students, em
ployees, and alumni are left 
with many unanswered ques
tions which do not reflect well 
on the institution. " (emphaSIS 
added) . 

Indeed, accordmg to The 
Gazette article, the "questIOnable 
transfer of funds" involves over 
$163,000 of hard -earned student 
and tax-payer money This 
$163,000 was mysteriously 
tranferred from various college 
accounts to the athletic depart
ment. Among the funds taken 
are $94,000 from GSC's Higher 
Education Resource Fee and 
$51,000 from other student 
fees .. 

As stated at the Board of 
Directors meeting in response to 
McKinney's questions, GSC of
ficials agree the athletic depart
ment needs to repay the HERF 
funds, but they also DON'T be
lieve the funds taken from stu
dent fees need to be repaid. 

And what other important, 
but undiscussed issues, were 
uncovered during this same 
Board of Directors meeting? 

Let's try the snack bar. 
In response to the Board's 

invitation to student speakers, 
.studen~ B.l. Stockland spoke: 

ful teachers I've ever had," 
Strickland shared. 

"Our main concern is the 
moving of the snack bar. There 
are two reasons why this won't 
work. First, the move will make 
life harder for students with spe
cial challenges. For example, I 
have a serious balance problem 
which noise disrupts completely. 
If the snack bar is moved to the 
game room, the noise from the 
bowling,video games, and pool 
will cause me problems." 

"Secondly, many students 
are forced to drive to GSC very 
early in the mornmg to find a 
parking space" They need a 
quiet place to eat and study. 
They can't study in the noisy 
gameroom. And it is mainly com
muter students who use the 

Photo by Carl WIlson. 

Cheryl McKinney speaks at the Board of Directors Meeting 

the snack bar." snack bar. Commuters make up 
80% of this school's enrollment. 
But they were not really asked 
for their feelings about moving 

Following Strickland, Stu-

Continued on Page" .1 

Cross Country Coach of the Year-

Rick Conklin. 

By Angela Greenlief 
Friday, November 1, at 

the WVIAC Conference Meet, 
Glenville State College's Rick 
Conklin was chosen as Cross
Country Coach of the Year. The 
meet was held at Camp Creek 
State Park in Bluefield. This is 
Conklin's second year as cross-

country coach at GSC. 
Before Conklin was cho

sen as Cross-Country Coach of 
the Year, GSC men's team won 
the competition at the meet. 
There were nine coaches eligible 
to be chosen for this honor. Con
klin respectively said "It's an 
honor to be picked from peers." 

Conklin pointed out that 
many of these people have 
coached for many more years 
than he. He also said "It's easy 
to become coach of the year 
when you have dedicated run
ners, like I do." 

Conklin first became intro
duced to this sport three years 
ago when he became assistant 
coach to the cross-country team. 
He said "I'm relatively new to 

I 

the sport. I have a lot of respect 
for the sport of cross-country." 
Conklin pointed out that there is 
a distinct difference between 
running track and dealing with 
the obstacle and elements of 
cross-country. 

GSC's cross-country team 
had placed second for the past 
two years, but they won this year. 

"They worked very hard, 
and they were very focused," 
Conklin said. "They're dedi
cated. They want to run and 
enjoy running." 

The cross-country team 
goes through very rigorous 
workouts to prepare for their 
meets . They concentrate both on 

Continued on Page 8 
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It is simply, as the education 
people will tell you, that when 
you want to learn, you learn 
IIIOI'C. 

You will be missed, Dr. 
Zane. 

Sincerely, 
Amy Jo Rowan Smith 
Dear Editor, 
A fire occurred in an un

attended dorm room at Louis 
Bennett Hall at 10 p.m. on 30 
October, 1996. It was safely 
contained and extinguished due 
to the swift reaction and effi
cient teamwork of the Louis 
Bennett Hall staff. I would like 
t> persooally extend my gratitude 
toward the following Resident 
Assistants and Office Workers 
iJr their dedication and courage; 
MarIan Zwoll, Munir Ingram, 
Robbie Buffington, Jason Gor
don, Eric Ross, and Rondel 
Crihfleld. 

Sincerely, 
Michael Newell, Resi

dence Director, Louis Bennett 
Hall 

From the 1 Ching 
Ab,,,,danc. has 
n.cceJ.r . .... 

TM king a"a,"s abun
dance. 

Be nol sad. 

B. lIke 1M sun al mIdday. 

It is not given to ev
ery mortal to bring about a 
time of outstanding great
ness and abundance. Only 
a born ruler of men is able 
to do it, because his will is 
directed to what is great. 
Such a time of abundance 
is usually brief. Therefore a 
sage might well feel sad in 
view of the decline that 
must follow. But such sad
ness does not befit him. 
Only a man who is inwardly 
free of sorrow and care can 
lead in a time of abundance. 
He must be like the sun at 
midday, illuminating and 
gladdening everything under 
heaven. 

The Mercury is published weekly 
during the school year, except for 
holidays and final exams, with two 
summer session issues. Periodical 
PostagepaidatGlenville, WV 26351. 
POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes (PS FORM 3579) to: The 
Mercury, Glenville State College, 200 
High Street, Glenville, WV 26351. 
Subscription rate is 510 per year. 

Porcelain Paradise--
By Kevin Lake 

With midterms gone and the semester's end quickly approach
ing there's not much time left for the improvement of grades. After 
considerably failing nearly every midterm test offered by GSC. I 
am forced to fuce this grim reality. My original goal of getting straight 
C's that I had set for myself back in August has all but vanished. 

I was sitting in class last week worrying about my grade di
lemma, (why I decided to go to class I don't know), when Iover
heard two students talking. The first was telling the other of how 
they had heard that if your roommate dies you automatically get a 
4.0 GPA for that semester. Suddenly I came up with the solution to 
my problem. I would kill my roommate, John. 

The next morning I lay awake in bed and listened for John to 
leave for class (why he decided to go to class I don't know). When 
I finally heard him leave I jumped out of bed and began setting my 
deadly traps. 

I've heard and read of people in African countries dying of 
dysentery so I figured it would work in West Virginia too. I took an 
entire bottle of ex-lax and mixed it into a kettle of home made veg
etable soup John's grandmother had sent back to school with him 
the weekend before. 

After realizing bow terrible it would be to die by excreting 
yourself to death I decided I would quicken the process by placing 
a pipe bomb on the commode that would be detonated when the lid 
was raised. By the way Mr. Bomber, I forgot to have Mr. Presley 
thank you for the bomb when he delivered it to my apartment, so 
thanks. Its amazing who lives up the hollows of Gilmer County. 

I later decided that death by explosion would be nearly as 
terrible as death by excretion so I came up with yet another idea. I 
took the empty keg from our Halloween party the night before and 
propped it above the door so that when John came home it would 
knock him into an unwakable sleep. I then left for the bar because 
it was almost noon. 

After a few too many "Pepsi Lights" I left the bar and went 
home to grab a bite to eat. I had forgotten about the empty keg until 
it was too late. I opened the door and entered a world of darkness. 

Of bow much time passed by I am unsure, but when I re
gained consciousness I was lying on the couch with John, like the 
great friend he is, nursing and feeding me back to health. I had 
actually began to feel bad about attempting to kill him until I real
ized he was feeding me home made vegetable soup. Knowing I 
would have to empty my stomach of it contents or die of dysentery 
I got on my hands and knees and crawled to the bathroom to induce 
vomiting. As I raised the lid to the commode I was once more 
forced into a world of darkness. 

Once more I awoke on the couch with John feeding me home 
made vegetable soup. Needless to say I am writing this addition of 
Porcelain Paradise from the neighbor's porcelain thrown. The way 
things are going it appears as if this one may be the last. 
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APiece the Pie 
Margarita "Moe" Tzoneva 

The Major Focus of International Students 

It may be interesting for the American students to know 
what international students are choosing as their majors. All of us 
come from different countries and have different interests. lbat's 
why I decided that this week's article is going to be on this matter. 

It is hard to say that all of the international students choose a 
certain area of education. Of all the majors offered at Glenville 
State College, the ones that are mostly picked by the international 
students are business administration, associate in arts and bachelor 
in science. 

On campus right now there are 20 Japanese students and 
nine of them chose to be associates in arts. The rest spread be
tween business administration and bachelor of science. Like the 
two students from Ireland, the Canadian students chose either Busi
ness administration or bachelor of science. The girls from Ethiopia 
are interested in general studies and administrative science. Both 
the girls from Bulgaria and Eritrea chose business administration, 
specialized in accounting. 

It will be reasonable if one asks why international students 
choose these majors. Well, the answer is very simple: we enjoy 
studying them and hope for full success in the different areas. in
ternational students choose the majors mentioned above because 
we find them interesting and we think that the market is looking for 
people with degrees in those majors. We think that Glenville State 
College will give us a good education and we will be competitive. 
professionals with a big chance for bright careers. 

All of the international students come to America because 
we think that here we can receive a better education than in our 
own countries. We believe that in America we have more chances 
for a good life. With our hard work we would like to prove that we 
are not any different from the American students when it comes to 
studying. The international students hope that as soon as we gradu
ate from college we will be able to find good jobs and stay in America, 
the country of opportunities. After I talked with the other interna
tional students I realized that the final goal of all of us is to become 
an American citizen and have a better life than our parents. 
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The Other Side of the Bridge-- ·· c==!~ . 1 
By StewOl"d Tnlelsen 

When he was renominated 
in Chicago, President Clinton 
spoke of building a bridge to the 
21 st century. Many of the fac
tors that will shape our lives in 
the early part of the century are 
already in .,Iace. Bridge con
struction is well underway, but it 
may not be too late to alter the 
plans. 

British journalist Hamish 
McRae crossed the bridge to the 
future in his book, "The World in 
2020," published by Harvard 
Business Press. In looking at the 
U.S., McRae identified some of 
the changes he thinks are nec
essary for economic prosperity. 

Americans' need to save 
more money tops the list. That 

: nt~y" be hard to do, however, 
because he also expects Ameri
cans to be highly taxed through 
at least the first decade of the 
next century. 

: 

His admonition to save is 
interesting because it was just 
reported that credit card delin
quency rates are at an all time 

I only write when I need the 
money. I hate to work. If I 
'got enough money, I don't 
write. What's the sense of 
making it if you can's spend 
it? 

-Mickey Spillane 

Help Wanted 
$EARN EXTRA INCOMP 

Earn $200-$500 weekly mailing phone 
cards. For more imformation send a self-

addressed stamped envelope to: Inc., 
P.O. Box 0887, Miami, FL 331564 

high. Another change he recom
mends is a reduction in govern
ment regulation. McRae says 
government must start taking into 
account the costs of intervention 
and regulation and balance the 
gains against the costs. 

A growing world popula
tion will put pressure on food, 
energy and water supplies . 
McRae believes the world can 
feed itself through 2020, but he 
is a lot less optimistic beyond 
that. Food production won't be 
evenly distributed. The U.S. will 
still be called upon to be a major 
supplier to the world. 

The most serious resource 
problem in 2020, according to 
McRae, will be a shortage of 
fresh water. He doesn't suggest 
taking water away from agricul
ture, however. "Further in
creases in irrigation are vital for 
the world's food production," he 
says. 

As we cross the bridge to 
the 21 St century, McRae is pre
dicting more problems with ur
ban sprawl and the decline of 

inner cities. 
McCrae postulates that 

much of the U.S. will be made 
up of edge cities, semi-urban ag
glomerations inhabited 1argely by 
professionals in the workforce. 
Although the issue isn't ad
dressed in this book, a continua
tion of urban sprawl for the next 
25 years would seem to put 
more pressure on farms and 
farmland. 

In the year 2020, Ameri
can influence over the rest of the 
world will likely have declined 
from what it is today. 

McRae says the American 
people will choose the extent to 
which this takes place. When it 
comes to issues like entitlement 
spending, drugs, education, fam
ily values and the like, Ameri
cans have choices to make. 

As McRae says, '<'fIlese 
choices will frequently involve 
some sacrifice of short-term 
gratification for long-term pros
perity." The choices we make 
will finish construction on that 
bridge into the next century. 

dent Congress president Mark 
Allen presented a different opin
ion on the same issue: 

"The students in the dorm 
would definitely benefit from the 
move of the snack bar to the 
game room. But we are the mi
nority. I think the commuters do 
have a valid point." 

Allen then went on to ad
dress some other conc:ems: 

"We don't have much rep
resentation in Student Consress 
for commuters who make up 
80% of the enrollment. We don't 
have hardly any non-traditional 
or minority students at all repre
sented in Student Congress. 
There are also problems on cam
pus. It is a student concern that 
the faculty and administration are 
not communicating properly." 

Immediately afterward, 
ACS chair and Board member 
Ann McCutcheon asked Allen 
why the students of Glenville 
State College have not been rep
resented at the ACS meetings. 

Student Loans Top $10,000 

"You need to have a rep
resentative to attend the ACS 
meetings," McCutcheon told 
Allen. ''There's no excuse for not 
showing up. We work with stu
dent issues, but GSC's Student 
Congress has not sent a repre
sentative for months,,, 

National Student News Service 
The typical student loan 

borrower now accumulates 
more than $10,000 in education 
debt, according to a new analy-
sis by USA Group Loan Ser-
vices, one of the nation's larg-
est student loan administrators. 

The report shows an av-
erage Stafford loan balance of 
$10,146 for undergraduate stu-
dents who left four-year insti-
tutions during the first half of 
1996. 

That average is 15 per-

cent higher than the average 
Stafford loan balance ofS8,858 
for the same period in 1995. 

Stafford loans are the 
largest component of the Fed-
eral Family Education Loan 
Program (FFELP), which pro-
vides education loans through 
private lenders. 

Many students and gov-
emmentalleaders are promot-
ing a new direct lending pro-
gram which eliminates the 
"middlemen" of banks and in-
stitutions from the process. 

"Our representative was 
supposed to be going to the meet
ings this summer, but we learned 
he was actually skipping them," 
responded Allen. "He's resigned 
now, and we're trying to find a 
new one." 

The Mercury editor 
Gene Breza was not the only 
person at the meeting to 
ex.press the following concern: 

"I'm the editor of The Mer-

Low prices and the 

Ie4t S E RVI C E Around' 

Make US your On.t~e10 store. . 
462-8719 

Supporter of the Glenville 
State CoJqe n.c-.: 

Student issues 
were not discussed at the 
tober 29 Board of Dinam 
Meeting. 

I. The $30 hike in 
time student tuitioo' and 
crease in dormitory room 

2. The requirement 
students attend class 
the November SElection 
while nearly every ather 
and govenunenta1 institution 
closed. 

3. The extra $408, 
top of the $3348 room 
board costs international 
other students who CIIDDClt 
home must pay to live in 
dormitories during Cturistll~. 
and other holidays. 
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Spotlight on Student Director: 
Jeremy Burks--------
By Annie McCourt 

As a student director for 
the one act play, The Real In
spector Hound, Jeremy Burks 
bas been pretty busy lately, but 
he was nice enough to take time 
out for this interview. Burks, 21, 
is a Behavioral Science major 
from Pocahontas County, West 
VIrginia. His real love, though, 
lies in the theatre. 

Burks became interested 
in the theatre in his second year 
at GSC, when he was offered a 
part in the musical production of 
Fiddler On The Roof Since 
Fiddler, Burks bas appeared in 
several theatrical productions in
cluding, Three Musketeers, Bad 
Habits,Prelude To a Kiss, 
Scapino. He will be appearing 
in this week's play Bloody 
Jack. Burks is also the master 

carpenter for the GSC theatre 
department. 

Burks has also been the
atrically active outside of our 
GSC's campus. He has done rig
ging in Washington, D.C., for A. 
Mitchell and Company with sev
eral GSC alumni, as well as sev
eral commuBity plays; and what 
he considers his greatest ac~ 
cornplishrnent, working this sum
mer as a scenic carpenter for one 
of the United States' largest the
atre fests: The Williamstown, 
MA Theatre F est at 
Williamstown College. 

The highlight of Burks' 
reign was meeting the famous 
playwright Arthur Miller. "I just 
walked up to him and shook his 
hand. I was in awe," Burks said. 

When asked for a quote 
about The Real Inspector 

Hound Burks relayed, "It's a 
trip." 

The play was written by 
Tom Stoppered in the 1970's. He 
started the playas a college stu
dent and continued writing it as 
the pieces fell together. It is set 
in Muldoon Manor located in a 
forest complete with swamps, 
and totally isolated from the rest 
of the world. 

The cast includes Annie 
McCourt, Gerrie Johnson, 
Drexlel W. King II, John Justice, 
eris Gravely, Lisa Belknap, Chris 
Kenna, Dave Bragg, and Nikki 
Lynch. 

"I just know it is going to 
be a great play," Burks said. The 
play will be showing November 
19th and 20th, the Tuesday and 
Wednesday before Thanksgiv
ing Break. 

Page 7 

Sunrise Walks 
At 6 a.m., meet outside 

the Pickens Hall Male House 
Director's Apartment, next to 
the Wanger office of Pickens 
Hall. 

Walk ''The Loop" and still 
have time to get ready for work 
or those 8 am classes. Early 
morning exercise is a wonder
ful way to begin one's day, and 
when shared with a group can 
be the basis for the beginning 
of a very positive day. 

Even though the idea of 
getting up this early to walk, ex
ercise' etc., is hard to ratio~- . 
ize - there are mental, physical, 

and tangible incentives for par
ticipating. One's mental outlook 
can be improved by having the 
time to think through ideas that 
he/she is usually too busy to 
imagine. 

The physical benefits in
clude increased metabolic rate 
and overall low-impact physi
cal conditioning. The tangible 
benefits will vary by month -
with GSC paraphernalia given 
to those who participate regu
larly. Should you have any 
questions and/or suggestions, 
feel free to contact Josh Bon
nett at ext. 269. 

Mr. Denny Pounds to Speak 
By Marty Armentrout McDonalds, his expectations of 

Mr. Denny Pounds, man- employees, and what he consid
ager of Glenville McDonalds, ers to be a desirable work ethic 
has accepted an invitation to be for success in business. He will 
a guest speaker for students at also elaborate on the aspects of 

Armentrout Honored with Award- . Glenville State College. On No- a franchise such as McDonalds 
3im5lji5m5!ie!i!5lie!E· vember 13,1996, at 3:15 p.m., compared to other forms of bus i-

Ms. Marty Garrett Armen
trout, Chair of Glenville State 
College Division of Business, has 
been honored as the recipient of 
the West VIrginia Community 
College Association Outstanding 
Contributor's Award for 1996. 
This award was recently an
nounced at the West VIrginia 
Community College Association 
Conference at Oglebay Park in 
Wheeling, WV. 

Ms. Armentrout has been 
a strong supporter in the devel
opment of the Community and 
Technical College at Glenville 
State College. She bas worked 
hard to establish two year pro
grams within the Division of 
Business that lead to viable pro
ductive careers as well as pro
vide linkages for continued edu
cation. Under the leadership of 
Ms. Armentrout and Dr. Nolan 
Browning, Provost of the Com
munity and Technical College 
Division, the Business Technol
ogy Administrative Office Sup
port Systems curriculum is be
ing revised. Ms. Armentrout has 
also guided the development of 
Small Business Administration, 
Marketing/Retailing, and Man
agement as program options in 
the Administrative Science de
gree. Since May of 1996, Ms. 

Armentrout has also led profes
sional development and training 
of faculty in the use of instruc
tional Performance Systems In
corporated (IP SI) software. 

Chair Armentrout also 
serves as Associate Professor 
of the Division of Business and 
has been a faculty member at 
Glenvi11e State College for 20 
years. Her education includes an 
A.B. in Education from Glenville 
State and a Master's Degree in 
Business Education from 
Marshall University. She is cur
rently pursuing doctoral studies. 

To Residence 

Hall Students 

he will be present in room 208 ness organization. 
of the administration building to The Glenville State College 
share more than 20 years of Division of Business is looking 
business experience with inter- forward to Mr. Pounds' visit and 
ested students. Pounds will extends the invitation to any in
share aspects of the manage- terested individuals to attend his 

The Residence Halls will ment training program of presentation. 
be closed on Friday, Novem
ber 22, at 5 p.m. and will re
open Sunday, December 1, at 
12 noon. 

The noon meal on Friday, 
November 22, will be the last 
meal served. Dinner will be 
the first meal served on Sun
day, December 1. 

Checkout Procedure: 
Before you leave the 

Residence Hall for the break 
please be sure that: 

(1) You have UN
PLUGGED everything in your 
room (clocks, stereos, etc.) 

(2) You have TURNED 
OUT all lights. 

(3) Your curtains and 
windows are CLOSED. 

(4) Your door is 
LOCKED (and windows, 
also). Please note that the col
lege IS NOT responsible for 
anything stolen from your 
room. We will be checking 
your rooms to see that you 
have complied with the above 
requests. 

Adopt An Angel Program 
By Jerry Lee Burkhammer II 

Can you imagine Christ
mas without the ripping and 
tearing of wrapping paper as 
little children try to open their 
presents? Neither can I. And 
although presents are not what 
Christmas is truly about; giving 
from the heart with love is. 

From November 5th 
through December 6th, 1996, 
the GSC Panhellenic Council 
will be working with the Gilmer 
County Community Resources 
Department to sponsor the 
"Adopt and Angel Program." 
The program allows gifts to be 
bought by people from the com
munity for children whose fami
lies are less fortunate or pres
ently going through some rough 
times. 

To adopt and "Angel,"just 
go to the Ampitheatre located 
between the science building 

and Louis Bennett Hall. When 
you get to the Angel Tree just 
follow the steps outlined there. 
Once you've gotten your An
ge~ just purchase your gift, wrap 
it, and bring it to student ser
vices in the Administration 
Building with the Angel firmly 
attached to your gift. From here 
student services will make sure 
the Community Resources Pro
gram gets the gifts for proper 
distribution. 

Remember, you can help 
to make this a special Christ
mas for a child by adopting an 
Angel from the tree located in 
the Ampitheatre. 

Special thanks to Ed 
Grafton for donating the Angel 
Tree, maintenance for making 
the tree stand, and Rose Turner, 
and Gina Hoard for helping get 
the Angels ready to hang on the 
tree. 
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Fourth Straight 
By Frank KOIIlg 

History was made Satur
day, CD the football field as the 
visiting WVU-Tech Golden 
Bears were run off after being 
pounded 48-0. The ofFense was 
\'a)' drcctivc, and the defease 
was too stroag for the Bears. It 
was as though The Pioneers 
could do whatewr they wanted. 

A win apinst WVU-Tcch 
would pnwntec a WVIAC co
dIampiaaship at least. A win 
this ~ apiDst Shepherd 
CoIJese would c:lincb sole pos
"lion of the unprecedented 
fourth CClIIICCUtiw: titIc. 

The field was good, the 
\WIItber ovcn:ast but cold. Glen
viUe was ready and recieYed the 

well balallICIII 
the runniDs 
ries and the 
30attel1l1Pt1. 

kickoff. The Pioneers scored the IlUIIl&cr 
fi!!t.:_1\Qd ~nected with day as 
~~2~~ ,~f: 6 ~;~: . F~ 
to ec;q,1ete tie 12 play 71 yard juries. 
driW. Sinith, thC second best to- for 166 
tal offense quarterback in Deifenl. ' 
NCAA Div. II, on:bcstratcd a 

Basketball 
Schedules 
The Glenville State Col

lege 1996-1997 Men's and 
WOmat's BasbtbaII Scbcd
-Ulei __ ...... in next 'Met's 
issue ol TM Mercury CD the 
SpOrts page. 

distance and spcccl. Before mak
iDa a sdIedulc for trainiD& Con
klin shows his team what he has 
planned and 1isteas to their ideas. 
He remarked, "Their input is a 
major part olwhat happeas." 

Conklin is also a Publica
tiClllS Manager here at GSC. He 
IIIIUII8CS the offices and over
sees 1bc ~ctiOD of the news
papcf and fCUbook . 

. ke is also Director of 
Sports lDfonnation. He does sta
tistic rcPortmg and the media 
suidcs and programs for sports. 
Conklin is also the head coach 
olthe women's track and field 
team. 

The GSC team will com
pete in the NCAA Division 2, 
Eutcm RqpcmaI Meet, Satur
day. Nowmber 9. in SIippcry 

By FrQllk 
Who 

that in his 
vilIcState 
Rick ConIdia1i 
WVIAC 



Dear God! WHY? 
This film stars Greg Kinnear as a con man preying on the 

innocent and good-hearted. He is soon caught by the justice system 
and given an ultimatum: go to jailor get a job, a tough decision for a 
man who has never had a honest job in his life. He is given the 
opportunity to work in the Dead Letter Office of a Los Angeles 
Post Office. This is where he meets the rejects of society hibernat
ing away. Tun Conway plays the former postal. carrier having been 
transferred to the 0 LO after biting a dog. Laurie (Rosanne) Metcalf 
was a lawyer forced into this job after a nervous breakdown in the 
court room. On Kinnear's first day at work he finds out that thou
sands of letters arrive every day addressed to Santa Claus, Elvis, 
Martians and God. In curiosity he opens one and reads it, only to 
pity the person. In the DLO he sees a golden opportunity to payoff 
his gambling debts by stealing from the tons of lost mail and pack
ages. He bumbles the theft and ends up mailing the stolen jewelry 
and his pack check to the writer of the Dear God letter. When 
others find out they join around him, wanting to help the writers of 
the Dear God letters. Reluctantly, Kinnear's character decides to 
continue helping the ones in need. 

Why were the producers thinking this was good comedy? In 
my many years of film viewing I have seen the best and the worst 
comedy films. I have both rolled in the aisles and covered my head 
in shame. This film barely aroused a chuckle. The other choices for 
selections were seeing an elephant in Larger than Life or traveling 
a hundred miles to see the modem version of Romeo and Juliet. I 
should have traveled the extra distance. Instead, I chose the cheery, 
feel-good Christmas film. 

The writers and director of the film had good intentions, trying 
to show the good that man is capabie of. It is sad that people in the 
world could not be as the ones in the film. The only high point of this 
film was performance of Laurie Metcalf as the psychotic ex-law
yer suffering the effects of the breakdown. At least there were 
great previews before the film showing the upcoming movie Star 
Trek: First Contact. which opens in theaters on November 22nd. 

Student 
Spotlight: 
Ezekiel Flowers-
By April Estep 

Anyone who is familiar A Writer on the Edge 
with GSC theatre is fiuniliar with 
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the name Ezekiel "Zeke" Flow- Ask most Star Trek fans, and they'll tell you that one of the 
ers. Flowers, a 22 year-old na- fmest episodes ever filmed for the original series was Harlan 
tive of Lumberport, WV, is in his Ellison's "City on the Edge of Forever." In this episode, Kirk and 
fifth year at GSC. Married to Spock travel into the past to stop a deranged Dr. McCoy from 
Glenville graduate LeeAnn, changing the past. Kirk falls in love with a social worker named 
Zeke has one son, Brandon. Edith Keeler. It is revealed that Edith must die to 'preserve the 

Zeke began in theatre in original timeline, and Kirk must sacrifice the woman he loves, 
grade school and has stayed It's a great story, but it's not the whole story, Harlan Ellison's 
there since. He has been acting original script was deemed too expensive to film, The. script was 
for 17 years, working backstage subjected to numerous re-writes by Star Trek staffers. The origi
for eight years, and directing for nal screenplay is now available in. a mass-market edition from White 
two. Flowers loves every aspect Wolf Press, Included with the Writers' Guild of America Award
of theatre, but says that direct-winning screenplay is a lengthy introduction by Harlan Ellison, re
ing is his favorite. "I'm kept out counting the start of the feud with Gene Roddenberry that lasted 
of a lot of good parts by my body for years. 
shape, but when I direct I can. Roddenberry has claimed over the years that Ellison's script 
put a part of me into every char- was unshootable because it had Scotty dealing drugs on the Enter
acter, every wal~ and every light prise. As Ellison rightly points out, Scotty does not even appear in 
on stage." the script. Originally, Kirk and Spock travel back in time to appre-

Some of Zeke's more hend a drug-dealing Enterprise crewman named Beckwith, who 
memorable roles have earned murders a shipmate to silence him. Ellison replaced Beckwith with 
him awards. He received run- McCoy ill the rewrite phase. 
ner-up best actor for his role in Quite simply, this script is incredible, There are levels of 
Scapino, and best actor for his complexity woven into this story that never saw the light of day in 
role in Prelude to a Kiss . the series: not only does Spock advise Kirk of the importance of 
Flower's has also been on stage allowing Edith to die, Spock fully intends to kill her if Kirk's resolve 
in Rehearsal for Murder and weakens-this would have been a great examination of the cold 
Three Musketeers . Zeke put on logic that drives the Vulcan science officer, The variable in the 
a director's hat for two one-act equation is Beckwith, who tries to save Edith from~thelarge trueR 
plays, Beached and Teeth. be- that saves her life. One moment of human decency from a mur
fore moving to Who Can Fix the derer is all it takes to change the past. 
Dragon s Wagon? and Bloody White Wolf Publishing is printing a 20-volume set of Harlan 
Jack . Ellison's work, spanning a 30-year career as a professional writer, 

The Edgeworlcs series is a must-have for anyone (like me!) who 

An Evening of Suspense: Bloody Jack--
loves the work of this incredibly gifted and opinionated writer. If 
you've never read Harlan Ellison, give City on the Edge of For-

By April Estep 
This Halloween, the GSC 

chapter of Alpha Psi Omega, an 
honorary theatre fraternity, spon
sored the play Bloody Jack by 
Tun Kelly. Directed by Ezekiel 
Flowers, this play takes us 
through the Jack the Ripper 
saga that took place in London 
during the late 1880s. 

Chris Kenna starred as Dr. 
Thaddeus Sargent, a kind and 
gentle doctor in the Whitechapel 
section of London. Kenna, who 
last graced the stage as a lusty 
playboy in Scapino, played the 
quiet doctor to perfection. While 
watching him on stage it was dif
ficult to remember that there was 
a stage. 

The most welcome sur
prise was Heather Bland as 
Ellen. Sargeant. the kind doctor's 
daughter. Bland stole the spot-

Ezekiel Flowers and Chris Hopkins of Bloody Jack. 

light whenever she was on Bland in future productions, 
stage. The gold star goes to her Other delights were John 
in terms of stage presence as Park as the suspicious Inspec
well as her accent. Throughout tor Flanders, and Samantha Tal
the play, many of the actors bot, who bore an uncanny resem
seemed to have trouble maintain- blance to director Zeke Flowers. 
ing the English accent called for If you didn't have a chance to 
by the ~tting, ~)Jt not "B'~nd . see Bloody Jack you missed out 
Keep an eye out for Heather on a great Halloween treat, 

ever a try. 

:Das!lt; 01 
Spfce g-/orfst 
3.5 fMlo~~ §®oo!t16 @ [?' @ I1.@: Ii1il\'7DI1.I1.@: 

ill~ ~ ~ :illl@ 

9.iI,...Oo !Phanna~ 
Reo/In IlIftl HeolJlv AitIs .. 'Ji/1II '1Jcveloping 
32 East Main Street 

Mon-Frl 
Saturcla 

462-8300 
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DILBERT ® 
WE DONi DO "LAYOFFS" 
AT THIS COMPMN. I3UT 
YOU HAVE BEEN SELE.CTED 
TO VARTlCIPA.l[ IN OUR 
f'\Oe.ILITY POOL! 

~ r---::=====::::-1 
1>.5 lHE N~ l""VLlE 5 I z_~ HOW'S 
YOU GET 10 5CURR'( ,HIS 

WITH LI>.,(OFF5 
'<OU GET 10 
KEEP ,(OUR 
DIGNITY. 

"'ROUND TR'lING 10 ~ DIFFERENT 
FINO f>... NONE1.I5TENT 1 FRO"" A. 
IN1EP-NA.l :rOB BUORE : LA.,(OFF? 
THE M FALLS. ; I 

c 
" : 

'-L..l.... ....... _____ -''---.LLA...I~ I---.......... -~~-----I i I..--=-____ -LI-I-.............. -'-_-..I 

ROBOTMAN ® 

ACROSS 
1 Reaglous 

service 
5 Leadaetor 
• Ugandan exile 

13 "Dies " 
14 " ... thereby 

hangs_" 
15 Zlk:h 
1. SInger Carter 
17 s.Jvador star 1. Salling ships 
21 Balroom 

danc:ee 
22Eggparts 
23 OptImistic 
24 Seyno 
21 Xylophones' 

oousins 
30 Top-drawer 
31 Thesaurus 

compiler 
32 _Jima 
33 Islands: Fr. 
34 VCR Input 
35 Big family 
31 Animator's unit 
37 Uke O'Brien 

potatoes 
31 Fast dance 
3. In a row 
41 Parttdpant 
42 Uke_of 

sunshine 
43 Muse of poetry 
44 Grownups 
47 Ukesome 

literary endings 
50 Pillow Talk star 
52 Pianist Peter 

TOPOGRAPHICALS by Gerald R. Ferguson 
Edited by Stanley Newman 

13 She: Fr. 
54 Washer cycle 
55 Strong wind 
51 Scorch 
57 KItchen 

concfuslon 
58 Haughty one 

DOWN 
1 Flash 

Gordon's foe 
2 Geometric 

calcutation 
3 Norma RIle 

ltar 
4 Hitshowl 
5 Musial and 

Laurel 

• Scottish caps 
7 Pub quaff 

• Puts back 
• Allal 

10 Synthesizer 
creator 

11 Subcontinental 
prefix 

12 Famous T-man 
14 "Can't you 

take ?" 1. "_ soo;ethlng 
I saJd?" 

20 Alternatively 
23 Threw a fit 
24 Chill again 
25 Actress 

Baricin 
21 Acted pouty 
27 "Suddenly" 

singer 
28 Alert 
21 Submarine 

finder 
31 Prone to 

showers 

ClllATOM a'nDCAn .... aToUILRT ........... 

34 Pirate's haul 
35 Latex layers 
37 Onward 
38 Outline 
40 Mynah or 

parrot 
41 On one's 

stomach 
43 Unevenly 

notched 
44 War god 
45 Campaign 

name 
41 Bruins' sch. 
47 "Ain't," 

correctly 
41 Folk singer 

Guthrie 
4. Leopold's 

partner 
51 Telegraphy 

sound 

National Student News Service, 1996 

~t. Mark's Episcopal Church 
~ 607 West Main Street. Glenville 
.\J/ Worship ServIce 10:30 AM Sunday 
~ m01"e infO'l'fTlotion,call 46'2-5800 or 467-7455. 

Answer to previous puzzle 

~ i 
Ii ; 

Recital Rescheduled 
The Darlene Moore 
and Chris Simpson se
nior recital has been re
scheduled. It will now 
take place on Sunday, 
February 2, at 3 p.m. 

REALITY CHECK ® 
e 1996 UFS. Inc. 

OVER THE HEO·GE ® 

DRABBLE ® 






