


P8ge2 National News 

What would an impeach 
report from Starr look lik 

By John Solomon, Kenneth Starr's report will simply refreshing his recol- prosecutors have evidence 
A.ssociated Press' be "an avalanche of facts" lection when he summoned that Clinton suggested Ms. 
WAS H I N G TON - - that will provide a sharp Oval Office Secretary Betty Lewinsky could file an affi-

Congressional leaders contrast with the more gen- Currie to his office on the davit to try to get out of the 
awaiting the prosecutors' eral answers Clinton has Sunday after he denied testimony and wouldn't 
report on the Monica given in public, said Stephen under oath in the Paula have to tum over presiden
Lewinsky inquiry are likely Gillers, a New York Jones lawsuit that he had sex tial gifts as evidence if she 
to receive seven months of University law professor. with Ms. Lewinsky. In that didn't have them. 
evidence woven into a narra- "I imagine this report testimony, the president also The former White House 
tive alleging perjury and will be a relentless, redun- used Mrs. Currie to explain intern followed through with 
obstruction of justice--and dant recitation of details that the former intern's many an affidavit in which she 
possibly abuse of presiden- simply make it impossible visits to the White House. falsely claimed she did not 
tial power. for the president to finesse Now that Clinton has have a sexual re~ 

Every sensational detail his way out" with vague acknowledged his denial with the president, aDd She 
that emerged in the breath- replies, Gillers said. was misleading, prosecutors gave the gifts to CliDron's 
less early days of the contro- Every explanation could conclude the meeting secretary. 
versy--the stained dress, the Clinton or his supporters was an attempt to sway Mrs. Early on, presideatial 
gifts, the contacts with wit- have given will be compared Currie, a potential witness. aides dismissed the gifts • All_It,] 
nesses--will be analyzed in to the testimony and evi- Clinton's late December as trivial. Now they are 
the fresh light of President dence gathered in secret meeting in the White House the focal point of a possi
Bill Clinton's admission he since late January by prose- with Ms. Lewinsky, after she ble obstruction of justice 
had an improper relationship cutors and the grand jury. was subpoenaed in the Jones case. Prosecutors are 
with Ms. Lewinsky. Early on, the White lawsuit, provides a similar investigating whether 

Independent Counsel House saKI the president was situation. That's because Clinton was behind their 

Beach Club 
Tanning and Hair Care 

Master Stylist Quincy McAlpine has 11 years 
of experience from the Detroit Metropolitan Area 

Experience with highlights, color, perms, 
aod updated hair cuts. 

Salon Hours 
Wednesday through Friday 
1C).6 

satunlay 
9-1 By appointment 

Tanning Hours 
Monday through Friday 
1M 
Tanning P.cka .... Avall.ble 

Walk-Ins Welcome 

412-1911 
Call for a student discount' 

2nd Floor Above the 
Main Event, 

101 W. Main Street 

Morbid vveb site 
to-date on the dead 

A.ssocillted Press 
MOUNT , LEBANON, Pa.-

Wondering if the kid who played 
Mikey in those Life cereal commer
cials actually died? How about Sally 
Struthers or Ricardo Montalban? 

To titillate the morbidly curious, 
a suburban Pittsburgh woman is 
keeping tabs on who's cold--and 
who's very much alive, just dead in 
Hollywood--on her Web site, the 
Dead People Server. 

"It's informative and amusing," 
said Laurie Mann, 41, of Mount 
Lebanon, who maintains the site. 
"If you don't see someone regular
ly, suddenly they're out of sight, out 
of mind and you're like, 'Gee, what
ever did happen to Chet Huntley?'" 

Huntley died March 20. 1974. 
"I try not to get overly morbid 

about it," said Ms. Mann, a technical 
writer and trivia buff: "It's irreverent. " 

Entries include Dick Clark, who 
was born Nov. 30, 1929, and 
remains immortal; Kenny of televi
sion's "South Park," who dies in 
every episode; Struthers, who is 
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Relationship Expert 

81en Gootblatt 
Fonner WABC Talkraclo Show Host 
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Author 
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September 1, 1998 
AdministratIon BuIding 
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Glenville State College 
has undergone a radical 
change ion its administra-
tion and its leadetship. 

What can you expect from 
the coming year? 

By Annie McCourt, 
Staff Reporter 

Admidst all the energy 
of starting a new semester, 
many readers may not have 
noticed the changes in 
administration that have 
taken place on the campus of 
Glenville State College. 

GSC is starting this year 
with a new president, a new 
vice-president of Academic 
Affairs and a new registrar/ 
director of Enrollment 
Management. 

These individuals are 
Dr. Bruce C. Flack, Dr. Joe 
Evans and Dr, Debra Simon 
respectively. 

Dr. Flack's office in the 
administration building is 
alive with abstract art work 
and his own collection of 
photographs. Dr. Flack, a 

native of West Virginia and a 
GSC veteran, has spent the 
last ten years as Director of 
Academic Affairs for the 
State College and University 
System of West Virginia. 
Prior to that he spent a year 
as Coordinator of the 
Satellite Network of West 
Virginia. 

Before that position, 
Flack made his home on the 
campus of GSC for 27 years. 
"I've had a long experience 
here," Flack stated, "I don't 
know of any other college 
with better people who are 
more committed to doing a 
good job." 

Flack has a hard row to 
hoe and a lot to prove to the 
students and faculty of GSC 
as he comes into this posi
tion admidst the scandal left 
by the Simmons administra-

tiOll. where several former 
an~ present faculty members 
are involved in a lawsuit 
wit~ Dr. William K. 
Simmons, ex-president of 
GS(:::, and the GSC adminis
tratton for termination and
de,*al of full professorship 
statLs. The state of affairs 
las~ year on GSC campus 
left a lot to be desired in a 
ne~ president. 

When asked how he felt 
ab t the ' situation, Flack 
ca idly replies, "If you 
wa around campus today, 
yo 'll find that morale is 
air ady improving," he con
tin es, "I don't think there 
are rofound problems here. 

What happened in the 

Pas~iS the past and I want to 
co entrate on the skills we 
ha around us on this cam
pu to make a brighter 

for motivating the educa
tional status of GSC in the 
technological world. 

Flack states, "One way 
of advancing GSC's status in 
the state college system is to 
utilize out Internet 
resources," he futher states, 
"I'd like to see GSC become 
part of the Southern 
Regional Electroni Campus 
(SREC). Which is a collec
tion of 16 state college sys
tems that teach classes over thi " s. 

August 31,1 



On Campus 

Do You FEED A HUNGRY MAN? - Interim President Bruce Flack, seen here at the recent facul
picnic, is set to enact changes at Glenville State College. A new spirit of optimism has descend
upon the campus, one which should make his job easier. OPPOSITE PAGE: Something something 

. Below: Registrar Debbie Simon. 

across campus from 
Science . Hall to the 

Building to 
tubl;sume the position of Vice 

of Academic 
. This move became

August first, but 
Evans has been a part of 

since 1970. He has 

chaired many committees, 
advised clubs and organiza
tions and was a professor of 
physical science for 28 
years. 

Perhaps these experi
ences are what prepared him 
for this new post, "First on 
my agenda is to try to ele
vate campus morale." He 

continues, "It's pretty obvi
ous that morale on campus, 
especially among faculty, 
has been pretty low." 

Dr. Evans further stated 
that his message to students 
was, "work with your advi
sors to plan your academic 
program to graduate in a 
timely fashion." 
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Dr. Bruce Flick 
Inl8rllO Prlsldenl 

"I had a long experience 
here, 1 don't know of any 
other college that has better 
people who are more com
mitted to doing an excellent 
job. I don't know of any 
other college where people 
work harder tomake things 
work, and I'm pleased to be 
a part of it." 

Dr. Debbie limon 
Rlllslrir 

"One of the most 
important things 1 want to 
do is involve the campus 
In the recruitment and 
retainment of students. To 
be sufficient, I feel that this 
involves a coordinated 
effort between faculty, 
staff and students that will 
be facilitated and generated 
by this office" 

Dr. JOI EVins 
ACldelOlc Deln 

" The most important 
thing is for students to work 
with their advisors to plan 
their academic program to · 
graduate in a timely fashion. 
Its a dual job of taking 
responsibility and planning, 
but students need to know 
when to seek help from their 
advisors. " 

Dr. Debbie Simon will 
officially begin her new 
position on September 15, 
but she has been on the job
since the start of the semes
ter . 

Dr. Simon has been 
learning the ropes from Dr. 
Ray Boggs, who served as 
interim registrar. "I would 

really like to thank Dr. 
Boggs for all of his help." 
Dr. Simon stated. 

Dr. Simon, a 1975 grad
uate of GSC, wants students 
to know, "this office is 
always open, if you have 
any questions or comments 
you should always feel free 
to come in." 
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Stockett stocks u 
Quic Shop convenience store new addition to Heflin Center 

By Terry L. Estep, 
Staff Reporter 
Visitors to the Heflin 

Center will notice something 
new on the second floor. 

The Quic Shop conve
nience store opened Tuesday 
and will offer everything from 
over-the-counter headache 
medicine to magazines to 
microwave sandwiches. 

Food Services director 
Bob Stockett is hoping that 
students will come to the Quic 
Shop instead of walking down 
the hill or driving out of 
Glenville. 

The store will also carry 
school supplies, cookies, con
doms, and clothing. 

"The shop may be very 
practical for those who may 
need something quick and 
affordable," Stockett 
explains. 

TERRY ESTEP - Mercury 

WANT SNACKY CAKES AND CHEEZY POOFS? Food Services Director 
Bob Stockett's Quic Shop convenience store offers items for stu
dents. Located at the Snack Bar in the Heflin Center, the store will 
be open from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. 

But will you be able to 
buy your smokes there? 

Stockett is currently 
investigating his options for 
tobacco products. Since 

Glenville is tobacco-free in 
its public buildings, it may 
be against policy. 

That question may be 
answered soon. 

Want to help 
other students? 

1!1Ba iO [I] ilia i1 [I] tD 
- Job Fair

(Q)i9)®I?®~~@(fj) !NI®~~w® lJ®~®(fj)~ 
@WVU 

Want to earn some 
extra $? Over 40 companies represented 

Come to a tutoring meeting on 
September 3 from 12:30 -1 :00 
@ The Career Services Office 

Heflin Center Room 204 
For more information: 462-4118 

September 18 

To sign up, stop by the 
Career Services Office 

Transportation can be provided 

Gse 
4-H 

The GSC Collegiate 4-H Club will hold its fIrst meeting 
of the semester on Wednesday, September 2, at noon in Room 
216 of the Fine Arts Building. 

Everyone interested in "Making the Best Better" is wel
come to attend and become a part of this service-based stu
dent organization. 

Bring your schedules so that we can set meeting dates for 
the rest of the semester. If you have any questions, contact 
Cheryl McKinney at Ext. 239 or Ernie Tingler at Ext. 364. 

TERRY ESTEP - Mercury 

SHE'S .11 SHE'S .11 - Susan Persinger has been named Glenville 
State's Classified Employee of the Year for 1998-1999. She is a 
Financial Aid Assistant in the Financial Aid Office. She has been 
employed at the college for the past 17 years. 
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Back in the saddle 'again 
Glenville won its appeal to the WVIAC, but can they make it 
through and entire season without troublesome penalties? 

By James Arnold, 
Staff Reporter 
This summer Glenville 

State College's football and 
athletics program were 
placed on probation for a 
series of violations. 

The violations and ques
tions began when an 
improper phone call was 
placed by Coach Ruggeiro 
to a Farimont State College 
football player. 

called more than once. 
Other conference investi

gations claimed that there 
was a repeated pattern of 
unsportsmanlike conduct 
before. during and after 
games. Also the investiga
tions stated that the college 
was not properly overseeing 
all the school's athletic teams. 

FILE PHOTO BY TERRY ESTEP 

ment. 
Glenville is now eligible 

for post season and champi
onship play, and has 
regained off campus recruit
ing rights. 

GSC still is under a two
year probation period. 

If the college violates a 
rule during this probation 
then ALL of its athletic pro
grams will be suspended 
from competition. 

Rules state that a player 
can not be contacted without 
permission from his or her 
current school. Coach 
Ruggeiro admitted he made 
die phone call, but claims 
flat he only called the stu
dent one time. However, the 
player has stated he was 

Barry Blizzard, WVIAC 
commlSlOner, originally 
handed down a harsh pun
ishment toward the 
Pioneers, ruling Glenville 
ineligible for the conference 
championship or postseason 
play. During this period, 
Glenville was also to be 

TOUGH YEAR. - Warren Ruggiero and Steve Harold answer ques
tions at this summer's press conference, addressing WVIAC 
sanctions that have been successfully appealed. 

The football team will 
have to avoid any unsports
manlike penaltys. If the 
team receives a penaly for 
unsportman-like conduct, 
they forfeit that game and 
they won't be allowed to 
compete for the conference 
championship. 

removed from the WVIAC pus recruiter. decision. A committtee then 
conference. The college was Glenville's Athletic reviewed the punishment 
also limited to one off-cam- department appealed the and lessened the punish-

Hey, hey, hey! Welcome to 
"Jump Shots". This is my chance to 
share with you my opinions, my 
thoughts, and my wishes in the 
sports world. 

I might as well go ahead and tell 
you, I am not a great writer (my 
editor is agreeing somewhere), 
however I will do my best to bring 
you the sports news here on campus 
and all around the world. 

Each week I'll have a new topic 
here in this column. Topics will con
sist from, "Big Mac's quest for 
Maris," to "NASCAR, okay it's 
growing on me!" I'll talk about 
Pioneer athletics, Randy Moss' jour
ney through the NFL , and lots more. 

So as you grab for your 
Mercury (CHEAP AT HALF THE 
PRICE!), look for this column. 
Somedays we'll laugh together, 
others we'll cry - but you won't 
know unless you read it. 

Next weeks "JUMP SHOT" 
will be "Is Michael Jordan God?" 

Managers 
Needed 

The GSC Men's Basketball 
program is currently looking for 
team managers for the upcoming 
1998-1998 season. Managers must 
be honest and dedicated. Duties 
will include practice and game 
preparation and away game travel. 
Contact Eric Schofield at 462-
7361 Ext. 293. 

' ' '''flJ 
()SlJ 
Saturday, 

September 5 
8 p.m. 
Pickens Hall 
Main Lounge 

Feeling a little primal? 

Let's work with those feelings. 

The Main Event 
Sports Bar and Grill LLC 

Open 5 p.m. Daily -

Serving Food All Hours 

Walking Distance from the College 

DJ and Dancing Thurs. and Sat. 

DJ Sean Davis 

18 to enter - 21 to drink 
462-7098 -101 West Main Street 
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A large 
group of 
new fresh
men ... 

24-hour 
weekend 
visitation 
in the 
dorms ... 

New places 
to hang out 
with your 
friends ... 

By Terry L.Estep, 
Staff Reporter 
There have been, days when it seemed that 

dorm life at Glenville State College consisted 
of watching lonely tumble weeds make their 
way across the sand volleyball court at 
Pickens Hall. So say that the dorms were dead 
on the weekend was an understatement of 
incredible proportions. 

A one-two-three punch of new enrollments, a 
changed visitation policy, and the addition of a 
new hangout may change everything you thought 

On Campus August 31,1 

Could this be 
Glenville's 

you knew about Glenville. 
First, there are many new faces on campus and 

in the dorm. The recruiting has been heavy. 
Official numbers have not yet been released, but 
rough estimates from administrators, faculty, and 
Freshman Counselors put the number of incoming 
freshmen in excess of 400. So many new students 
were enrolled that the Williams Wing of Pickens 
Hall had to be opened to male residents. 

24-Hours to a new life? 
According to Jack Beard, a resident assistant 

at Pickens Hall, the new 24-hour weekend visita-

best year 
ever? 

tion policy should encourage students to 
around on the weekends instead of running 
to their boyfriends and girlfriends. 

"Everyone complained," Beard states of 
previous situation in the dorms, when ;:>LUIU~III"". 

were required to have opposite-sex guests 
out by midnight. "I'm glad we got it acc:oml-l 
plished. Lots of people wanted it, but didn't thi 
it could be done." 

Under the new rules, students may obtain 
visitor's pass for opposite-sex guests over 
weekend. Visitors must still be escorted by 
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"Students just have to voice their wants 
in order to takes things in a new direction." 

--Jack Beard, Pickens Hall RA 

TERRY ESTEP - Mercury 

at all times. to hang out, man." 
Beard spearheaded the Changes go beyond the 

attempt at 24-hour vis- sheer number of people and 
h" .... uVl1. a goal students have their weekend locations. 

over the last few Two new areas of the cam
"It's what the students pus will be open for students 

and want," he explains. to hang out with their 
They just have to voice friends. 

. wants to take it in a The penthouse of 
direction." Pickens Hall will be opening 

"You need a place soon to cater to the student 

TERRY ESTEP - Mercury 

It's All Good· Glenville often turns into a ghost town on the weekends, with 
• students flocking home to visit girlfriends, boyfriends, or anyone 

else who can offer them fun and excitement. New changes on campus may lead to a trend of stu
dents remaining on campus during the weekends. With a few hundred new students arriving last 
week, Freshman counselors were given a workout moving furniture and giving a helping hand. 

need to congregate. A pro
posal by Josh Hutzler, anoth
er Pickens resident assistant, 
will finally come to comple
tion in a few short weeks. 

Based on a James Madison 
University locale Hutzler visit
ed last year, the "Up-Top" will 
offer a subtle atmosphere with 
music where students can work 
or piay. Coffee and other non
alcoholic beverages will be 
served. 

"It's a cool place," 
Hutlzer commented. "You'll 
be surprised when you get 
up there with what we're 
doing to it." 

The Up-Top will be open 
from 5 to 11 :30. According to 
Hutzler, that will allow every
one to hang out and still be 
gone by sign-out, although it 
may be open later on week
ends to accommodate the 

new visitation hours. 
"Glenville just needs 

someone to get the ball 
rolling," Hutlzer explained. 
"The college needs a place 
for students to hang out." 

Another potential loca
tion for after-hours fun 
could be the Snack Bar in 
the Heflin Center. 

With the addition of the 
Quic Shop convenience 
store in the space once occu
pied by the Campus Co-Op, 
the Snack Bar will undergo a 
transformation if students 
provide enough feedback. 

Food Services Director 
Bob Stockett would like to 
see students come to the 
Snack Bar to study. "We've 
got microwavable sand
wiches in the store and 
other products they'll 
want," he states. 

In the planning stages are 
possible Pay-per-view events 
or Monday Night Fooball 
pizza parties. The Snack Bar 
would open on those nights 
as a "trial run" for further 
late-night openings. 

Stockett is also consider
ing moving a pool table to 
the Snack Bar. 

The Image of 
Glenville State College 
as the commuter college 
that empties out every 
Friday at noon may soon 
be incinerated, replaced 
by a rising phoenix of 
student life that has an 
outlet. 

"I've never seen so many 
people hanging out," Hutzler 
comments. "They're doing 
what college students are 
supposed to do. Socialize and 
have fun." 
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</life> - Internet Euphemism for Death 

First Editorial of 
the Year ... Yay! 
Hey kiddies! Welcome back to the wonderful campus of 

Glenville State College. Unless you live so far up a holler 
that they have to pump sunlight in, you've probably noticed 
the many changes that have taken place on this campus. For 
one, the bell tower is up and running again.Isn't it beautiful? 

You may have also noticed the new faces taking over 
administrative positions. We have a new president, a new 
academic vice-president and a new registrar!director of 
enrollment management. Ladies and gentleman, roughly 
translated this means the reign of terror is ov~r at Glenville 
State College. Maybe this is going to be a great year after 
all. 

Hey, is anybody else broke as hell out there in happy 
reader land? If there is, maybe attention should be called to 
the fact that ex-President Simmons has cost the state at least 
$325,000 for denying full professorship to two faculty 
members. Maybe the reign of terror is not over. 

Anyway, those are just a few things that deserved your 
attention. This tabloid is after all a newspaper. Hopefully 
you'll notice some changes in The Mercury too. Mercury 
staffers are comitted to making this a year to remember. 

Remember, The Mercury is your newspaper. If you 
have questions, comments, issues or plain old nasty fetish
es that you would 
like to see dis
cussed in print, 
drop us a line or 
stop by the office. 
Have a great year and 
remember to brush and 
floss regularly. 

Tm: MuCURY (USPS 220-040) is published weekly during 
the school year, except for holidays and final exams, with two sum
mer issues. Periodical Postage paid at Glenville, WV 26351. POST
MASTER: Send address changes (pS FORM 3579) to T!J e 
N ere u r y, Glenville State College, 200 High Street, Glenville, 
WV 26351. This periodical is paid-in part--by Student Fees from 
Glenville State College. Subscription rate S35/year. You will give us 
what we want No fussing! 
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WHY ARe 
You~o 
CYNICAL? / " 

Diary of a madma 
By Chris Hopkins, 
Staff Columnist 
Since this is my first offi

cial work for the Mercury I'd 
like to take a moment to thank 
them for recognizing my 
genius and bright intellect (I've 
got you fooled already if you 
believe that). 

Through the semester I'll 
address subjects that affect us 
as students as well as matters 
that influence us more impor
tantly as the human beings we 
sometimes strive to be, and for 
some of us I know it is an effort 
to be just that. 

I will draw from the time I 
spent in Raleigh, NC for two 
months all the way up to the 
weekend I spent with my step
sister in Cincinnati, OH and the 
many activities I attended in all 
locations here and there. I 
believe that the experiences I 
had gives me a unique perspec
tive on things such as the com
parison of being a West 
Virginian or North Carolinian. 

I hope I can give you 
something not only to read but 
to laugh out loud at, smile devi
ously about, get angry at, or at 

SUBMISSION 

GUIDELINES 

the very least to think about 
after all I'm not doing this for 
my health or to having some
thing to do even though it is 
fun to express your opinion in a 
paper that all your peers read. 

With the space I have left 
in this article I want to tell you 
a little bit about some personal 
things that happened this sum
mer to me and family members 
and then in the next issue I'll 
try to be more grumpy. 

When I left school last year 
I had an idea of some things I 
wanted to do and become but 
needless to say most went 
undone. I had hoped to come 
back a little thinner, a little 
more muscular, and with the 
combination of the two a little 
more desirable to the masses of 
single people on the campus. 

As much as we like to kid 
ourselves on our outer appear
ance to a lot of us it is who and 
what we define ourselves as 
and shallow it maybe but true. 

I got trapped in this whole 
mess this summer for all the 
wrong or right reasons depend
ing on how you look at. I liked 
(and still do) this person very, 

very much and wanted to m 
them happy with my ap 
ance and new found attitu 
but as the summer went on 
the realization came to me 
I should do all this stuff for 
and not for someone else 
all else would come in time 
to this day I question that d 
sion. If I would've just k 
that silly little notion of love 
my head maybe I would" 
exercised more and been w 
this person is looking fc 
There was even days that 
would go without eating and , 
mass amounts of crunches 
situps to get the abs that is 
desired by all us men and t 
person of my affection. 

Not until I saw that it 
futile to please people wi 
my appearance but rather 
personality did I awaken 
the truth of trying to m 
myself happy and health 
before all others. You 0 

have one lifetime to live 
you shouldn't spend it tryi 
to please other people 0 

yourself because if you car 
love yourself who can 10 
you for you. 

All articles submitted for publication in T!J e N ere u r y mus 
be typed and double-spaced. Stories and announcements should bo 
addressed to Annie McCourt. The deadline' for stories and announ 
ments is Wednesday at 5 p.m. for pUblication in the next week's 
All photographs should be submitted to Terry Estep, photo editor. 
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01 Uses 
'or a PR 

• ampalgn 
By Molly Ivins, 
Syndicated Columnist 
AUSTIN, Texas--For a fas

nating look at public rela-
ns then and now, I recom
end comparison of two 
parently disparate but superb 
eces of work. 

The first is an astonishing 
k about a long-past and 

most-forgotten agony, "King 
pold's Ghost" by Adam 

othschild, concerning the 
aJolocaust-like destruction of the 

'ves of the Congo between 
90 and 1910 by a hideous sys

of slave labor. Best esti-
ates are that between 5 million 

10 million people died--
urdered, starved, or worked to 

e' th--when the entire Congo 
" ver basin was the solely 

ed plantation of one man, 
~ . g Leopold II of Belgium. 

The second piece, in the 
ent issue of Brill 's Content, 

"Making Bill," an examina
n of the public relations 

achine that made Bill Gates 
\I e head of an entirely different 
. nd of empire. Not that I am in 

y way comparing Bill Gates 
the ruthless and unscrupu-

us Leopold--the connection 
s in the use of public rela
ns. Not only did Leopold use 
in an astonishingly modem 

y, but the man who almost 
gle-handedly brought an 
d to the horror in the Congo 

used public relations to 
dermine the king. It's an 
azing story. 
Most of us who read 

seph Conrad's "Heart of 
ct rkness" remember Mr. 

's last words: "The hor
r, the horror." The book is 
w taught as a symbolic work 
ut evil. Actually, it's more 

e journalism--the horror was 

just as real as the policy of 
chopping off the hands of 
natives who did not meet their 
ivory or rubber quotas. With no 
exaggeration, Conrad called it 
''the vilest scramble for loot 
that ever disfigured the history 
of human conscience." Conrad 
was a friend and ally of E.D. 
Morel, the British journalist 
and reformer who crusaded 
against Leopold for 20 years. 
Morel's other great ally was Sir 
Roger Casement, the Irish 
patriot who was later hanged as 
a traitor by the British who had 
knighted him. A most extraor
dinary tale. 

Leopold went about fust 
stealing an enormous chunk of 
an entire continent and then 
exploiting its people--in a way 
so inhumane that it makes one 
gasp--by some eerily familiar 
methods. Posing as an anti-slav
ery crusader (!), he carefully 
planted and nurtured the notion 
that enlightened Europeans 
must step in to help (!) the 
Congolese, who were being 
enslaved by Arab traders. He 
then hired lobbyists and paid off 
journalists to get first the United 
States and then Britain and 
Germany to recognize the his 
claim to the Congo River and all 
the "unoccupied" lands thereof 

Leopold was shrewd 
enough to put the explorer and 
journalist Henry Morton 
Stanley, of "Dr. Livingstone, I 
presume" fame, on his payroll. 
He bought influence on three 
continents, not only through 
the tried-and-true method of 
cutting government officials in 
on his obscene profits but also 
by controlling the press. 

There really is a comical 
similarity between Leopold's 
careful wooing of journalists--
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he often brought parties of 
them to his palace and was a 
master at flattering and steer
ing them--and BillGates' meth
ods. According to Content, 
Gates likeswise invites a dozen 
or so journalists who cover him 
regularly to stay with himfor a 
few days at his vacation home 
in Washington, flying them by 
seaplane. "The off-the-record 
retreat offers the favored 
reporters intimate, prolonged 
exposure to Gates and his 
ideas," Content reports. 

The parallels continue: 
Gates and Microsoft have an 
estimated 500 public relations 
people working for them, and 
Gates, too,has put journalists 
on his payroll. And like 
Leopold, as coverage of his 
empire has become more criti
cal, Gates has fought back, 
although Content regards his 
counteroffensive as counter
productive. 

In the bloody and tragic 

tales of the Congo, at least 
there is a hero: Morel, who 
used public relations for a 
nobel purpose, running against 
what Hothschild says was the 
fust international campaignfor 
human rights. (Obligatory dis
claimer: I have known 
Hothschild slightly for many 
years.) Morel's greatest 
weapon was the truth; he not 
only documented the system of 
holding the women of a village 
as hostages until the men ful
filled their rubber quotas, but 
he also kept careful track of the 
billions of dollars that Leopold 
took out of the Congo, sending 
back only more guns with with 
cho kill the people. 

Morel also worked by influ
encing what we now call ''the 
elites." Mark Twin, himself a 
brilliant campaigner for human 
rights in the United States, and 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle in 
England worked with him. 

Morel organized local 

branches of his Congo Reform 
Association in Europe and 
America, persuaded bishops and 
members of Parliament to 
appear at his mass rallies (what 
we would call "using celebri
ties" for a cause), and tailored 
his message for different audi
ences. In another move now 
used by Gates, Morel used 
slides at his public lectures; 
those of maimed natives, sent by 
missionaries, were particularly 
effective. Leopold in tum posed 
as a Roman Catholic victim of 
the prejudice of Baptist mission
aries, brought his own bishops 
into play and cultivated rich 
industrialists in all nations. Oh, 
it was a doozy of a PR battle. 

If a moral we must fmd in 
this odd twinning of PR cam
paigns, I suppose it is that PR 
can be used for good or ill-
and journalists now, as then, 
need to be very careful who 
they are being used by and for 
what ends. 

-. 
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Tick 

Tick 

Tick 

Tick 

Tick 

By Ben Bruton, 
Guest Columnist 
January 1, 2000: a date 

which will live in infamy. 
No, not because you will 

have a monster hangover after 
doing 18 shots of tequila the 
night before. I'm talking about 
a computer glitch so big that it 
threatens to bring the whole 
Internet crashing to a halt. 

Call it the millennium bug. 

Science/Tech 

62 would be the code for 1962, 
and the computer would auto
matically assume that the date 
in question was occurring in 
the 20th century. 

Now, flash forward to New 
Year's Eve, 1999. As you're 
toasting the new millennium, a 
strange thing will be happen

. ing to computers around the 
world. 

practical joke, but the implica
tions of this bug are very seri
ous indeed. Any computerized 
system that relies on dates to 
function could conceivably 
crash--everything from an 
ATM machine to telephone 
service to--gulp--traffic lights. 

Banks stand to suffer the 
most, as massive data errors in 
interest rates on mortgages and 
loans are sure to result from the 
bug. The federal government 
will become even slower than 
it already is, with electronic 
billing and processing systems 
on the fritz, and air travel may 
be delayed indefinately due to 
a breakdown in the Air Traffic 

August 31, 

just how bad it could 
Correcting the problem is 
difficult, but since so many 
ferent kinds of computer 
terns and programming 
guages are affected by 
glitch, programmers have 
hands full trying to modify 
of the software. 

More than likely, I 
things won't be too 
affected by the 
bug. Yes, the government 
free enterprise will slow 
from a creep to a crawl, 
that really such a shock? 
the American bureaucratic 
tern ever been anything 
than slow and 

Several decades ago, back 
when computers were still in 
the embryonic stages of devel
opment, programmers used an 
annoying form of computer 
code shorthand to record cal
endar dates. Instead of typing a 
four-digit number to represent 
a given year, like 1962, they 
would drop the first two digits 

Since most computers still 
interpret dates using this 
abbreviated two-digit code, the 
year 2000 will be recorded as 
00, and instead of marking the 
beginningof a new century, 
these computers will malfunc
tion and record the new year 
as, that's right, 1900: Control System. don't think so. 

Of course, this is all a Let's look at the 

o 

Simply put, your computer 
won't know what century it's in. worst-case scenario. The fact side: the IRS is expected to 

~-----'- that signify the century. Thus, It all sounds like a goofy is, no one really knows for sure hit the hardest. 

Ask the Particle Woman: 
"The Planet Jupiter" 

By B. J. Woods, 
Staff Columnist 
Jupiter is our solar sys

tem's largest planet. It is 318 
times the size of Earth. But 
what makes this planet so 
distinct, is the fact that it is a 
"Gas Planet." 

Jupiter is made up of 
90% hydrogen and 10% 
helium. It also has traces of 
ammonia, water, and 
methane. Jupiter is not the 
only planet in our solar sys
tem with this type of com
position. Saturn's composi
tion is similiar to that of 
Jupiter's. 

Uranus and Neptune 
have much less hydrogen 
and helium than that in 
Jupiter's composition. 

We don't know for sure, 
but we suspect that the inte
rior of the core is made of a 
type of rocky material. 
Above the core is the main 
bulk of the planet. 

This is a liquid metallic 
hydrogen. The liquid metal
lic hydrogen consists of ion-

ized protons and electrons. 
The temperature and pres
sure of Jupiter's interior 
makes this a liquid instead 
of a gas. The outermost 
layer is made up of every
day molecular hydrogen and 
helium. It starts out as a liq
uid near the liquid metalli,e 
hydrogen and gradually gets 
into the gas phase further 
out. 

NASA has been very 
interested in Jupiter and that 
is clear as they have sent 
Pioneer 1 O,Pioneer 11, 
Voyager I, Voyager 2, and 
Ulysses into it's orbit. 

Galileo, a spacecraft, is 
currently in Jupiter's orbit. 
It is sending back informa
tion to Earth on various sci
entific data collections. It 
will continue to send back 
this type of information 
forthe next two years. 

Galileo has uncovered 
many interesting and unique 
characteristics about Jupiter. 
The atmospheric probe has 
indicated that there is much 

less water than what scien
tists had expected to find. 
There had been a hypothesis 
that there was much oxygen 
in Jupiter's atmosphere. 
This was in comparision to 
that of the atmosphere of the 
sun. Scientists were also 
very surprised of the 
extremely high temperatures 
in the outermost levels of 
Jupiter's atmosphere. 

Galileo's atmospheric 
probe also discovered a new 
intense radiation belt locat
ed in between Jupiter's ring 
and the outermost atmos
pheric layer. This new belt 
was found to have a high 
energy content of helium 
ions of an unknown origin. 

More on Jupiter in 
upcoming articles of the 
PARTICLE LADY. To send 
any questions that you 
would like the Particle Lady 
to answer. 

Write to Particle Lady, at 
gscO 1293@mail.wvnet.edu. 
Thanks and good voyaging 
along the scientific trails. 

Mathematician solve 
400-year-old riddle 

Associated Press 
ANN ARBOR, 

Michigan --A U.S. mathe
matician has spent 10 
years and three gigabytes 
of computer space figuring 
out what every 17-year-old 
grocery clerk already 
knows: The best way to 
stack fruit is in a pyramid. 

Thomas Hales, a profes
sor at University of 
Michigan, used computers 
and an equation with 150 
variables to conclude that 
when stacking spherical 
objects, . the fruit-stand 
arrangement is the most effi
cient use of space. 

Stacking spherical objects 
directly on top of one another 
in a cubic configuration uses 
just over half of the cube's 
space. Stacking them in a 
pyramid, with the objects rest-

ing off-center in . the 
between spheres, fills 74 
cent of the overall space. 

"The problem 
simple to me," said 
40. "But the more I 
the problem, the more I 
the complexities. " 

Of course, oranges 
grapefruits are stacked in 
mids in the groceI)' store 
because it's an efficient use 
space, but because it keeps 
from rolling onto the floor. 

For about 400 
mathematicians have 
trying to figure out the 
efficient way to 
spheres. 

But testing all the 
ent possible combinations 
stacking has been 
pencil-and-paper 
es. Hales' fmished 
to 250 pages . . 

1"1 
I 

Guide to New York City's 
Public Rest Rooms 

www.nycnet.comltollets 
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Mistress Anna's 
Predictions 

ARIES: (Much 21-
April 20) - There is a touchy 
family matter which will resur
face, since it has never quite 
been resolved - so the less said, 
the better. As your week gets 
under way, you are right on tar
get with your well directed 
energies and initiative. All 
efforts will be noticed. 

TAURUS: (April 21 -
May 21) - Getting organized as 
early in the week as possible 
will assure successful results 
either in business or your per
sonal life. There are various 
complications which show the 
need for a new approach to a 
current problem with a mate or 
a close associate. 

GEMINI: (May 22 -
June 21) - Whether single 
and eligible, or married, you 
may discover that dreams 
really do come true in the 
love-and-marriage arena. 
Pursuing your heart's desires 
in a no-nonsense way keeps 
others on their toes, and can 
strengthen important ties. 

CANCER: (June 22 
- July 23) - Fantastic trends 
should enable you to get more 
mileage out of your efforts by 
simply following your 
instincts. Both romance and 
financial gains are favored. 
Be prepared to cope with a 
sudden and unexpected devel
opment regarding a partner
ship; it will pass. 

LEO: (July 14-
August 23) - Tread gently on 
the sensitive feelings of a 
mate or lover, comments may 
result in a fiery overreaction, 
so guard your manner and 
speech. Although you may be 
in the mood to have things go 
your own way, it's not time to 
insist on it - back off a bit 

VIRGO: (August 
U - September 23) - Give 
your best efforts to your 
job and health interests. 
Don't let others sidetrack 
you or go overboard about 
any private matters. The 
time is right to follow 
through on any financial 
dealings. 

UBRA: (SqII .... 
14 - October 23) - Behind die 
scenes manipulations may be 
the key to geting ahead DOW 

where business and career aims 
are concerned. Be attentive to 
those to whom you mean a1ot; 
this may be more welcome 
than you think. Both creativity 
and romance are high. 

SCORPIO: (October 
14 • November 22) - The work 
ethic is strong in you this 
week and you may feel com
pelled to take on a sizable pr0-

ject, or new self-improvement 
program. An on-the-job prob
lem may also be a worry, but 
the prognosis will be good. 
Extra effort now will payoff. 

SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 23 - Decetnbet' 21) 
- This will be one of your bet
ter weeks on which relation
ships, financial interests, 
home and health matters all 
seem to be going smoothly. It 
is a gratifying time of person
al accomplishment, for people 
around you seem to be recep
tive to your practical ideas. 

CAPRICORN: 
(December 22 - January 20) 
- It's definitely a working 
week, and you may be tied 
down to chores or routine 
tasks while others seem to be 
having the time of their lives. 
Follow through on a proje<.1 
which you have been mulling 
over for some time. 

AQUARIUS: 
(January 21 - February 19) -
Your financial prospects look 
relatively good right now, 
although you may be on the 
brink of some large expendi
ture that will possibly change 
that monetary cushion swift
ly. You may have to put in 
extra effort at work, with lit
tle to no thanks. 

PISCES: (Fd,,,.,,, 
20 - M.,d 20) - The week 
will begin with encounge
ment from your mate or lover 
who are sympathetic to your 
ideas. The way you manage 
your financial affairs is the 
focus ofan argument between 
you and a family member. 
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Saving Private Ryan moving 
film with power 

By Brent Wood, 
Staff Columnist 
This week I witnessed an 

incredible masterpiece of 
_ cinema. Saving Private 

Ryan, starring Tom Hanks 
and produced and directed 
by Stephen Spielberg, is 
sure to be a classic. 

There is very 
little wrong with 
this film, except 
for a few discrep
ancies and the 
violent realism of 
war. From the 
first thirty min
utes of the D-Day 
invasion to the 
final fierce battle 
in the ruined 
Normandy town. 
Spielberg has 

GUESS WHO'S GETTING AN OSCAR? - Saving Private Ryan is the 
years' best film. Starring Tom Hanks, Matt Damon, and Ed Bums. 

The premise of this film 
is the search for World War 
Two Private James Frances 
Ryan, a paratrooper in the 
United States Airborne. 
Private Ryan (Matt Damon) 
has been sent deep into 
Normandy during the D
Day invasion of Europe, 
June 6th 1944. 

Captain Miller leader of the 
Rangers 2nd Bravo 
Battalion. The film begins 
with the actual invasion of a 
European beach. After a 
life-and-death battle to take 
the beachhead, the eight 
remaining members of the 
company are given a more 
daunting mission: Private 
Ryan has lost his three 
brothers in the first few 
months of the war and-
being the only one left--has 
a ticket home to his mother. 

The eight men of the 2nd 
Bravo Battalion search the 
Normandy countryside 
being held the Germans. It's 
a bloody trek to find Ryan. 

recreated a horrific time in 
world history with dramatic 
detail. 

are sure to be nominated for his command performance. 
Academy Awards. A great While this was not a true 
supporting cast makes up the story many of the aspects 
2nd battalion--including, were all too real: the loss of 
Tom Sizemore, Ben Affleck brothers, the death of com
and Henry Thornas--give rades and the danger of war
Hanks the players to boost fare. Tom Hanks plays 

Special effects of explo
sions, weapons fire and 
injured and dying soldiers 
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Wag the Dog rentals heat up Three-part Lord of the Rings to 
be filmed in New Zealand 

Associat~d Press 
TORONTO--Wag The 

Dog, the movie about a spin 
doctor who saves a presiden
cy from a sex scandal by dis
tracting the public with a 
fake war, has a new lease on 
life across North America. 

The movie, released in 
February, came out on video 
in June. Turnover would nor
mally be tailing off by now 
but video stores say weekend 
rentals are up dramatically. 

Last Thursday, U.S. 
President Bill Clinton 
ordered missile attacks 
against targets 10 

fghanistan and the Sudan 
ee days after confessing to 
affair with White House 

·ntem Monica Lewinsky. 
Rogers Video head office 

. n Vancouver has recorded 
11 per cent growth in 

anadian rentals of the 

NEW LINE CINEMA 

The President is in trouble ... let's go to war! Barry Levinson's 
political satire has gained new life with Clinton's confession of 
impropriety with Monica Lewinsky. 

movie since the attacks. mind Wag The Dog's faked 
At the Blockbuster conflict with Albania, manu-

Video headquarters in factured by a Hollywood pro-
Dallas, spokeswoman ducer and swallowed whole 
Stephanie Cota reported a by the media. 
"significant increase" 10 In the film the producer 
continent-wide rentals. is hired to distract attention 

Unlike the president in from allegations the presi
the movie, Clinton is not dent has molested a member 
seeking re-election. But the of a Girl-Scout-like troupe 
Afghanistan action brought to on a White House tour. 

Associated Press 
WELLINGTON, New 

Zealand -- The volcanic moun
tains and glaciers of New 
Zealand will be used to portray 
the Middle Earth of J.R.R. 
Tolkien's fantasy classic Lord 
of the Rings in a trilogy of 
films director Peter Jackson. 

Jackson said shooting will 
begin next year on the first of 
a three-film, $130 million 
project for New Line Cinema. 

''I'm a huge admirer of 
the books and think it could 
make a great sequence of 
movies," Jackson said. 
"Somewhere over the next 
two years I've got to find those 
great movies and shoot them." 

Jackson, whose previous 
films include the Oscar-nomi
nated Heavenly Creatures 
and The Frlghteners, made 
in New Zealand with 
Hollywood money, said prin-

cipal photography would take 
about a year, with 18 months 
set aside for postproduction. 

The first film, The 
FeUowship Of The Ring, is 
due for release around 
Christmas 2000. The sequels, 
The Two Towers and The 
Return Of The King, six and 
12 months afterwards. 

Published in 1954-55, The 
Lord of the Rings is an epic 
saga of a battle between good 
and evil Halflings, elves, wiz
ards, dwarves and men battle 
to preserve the land from the 
dark lord Sauron and his 
armies of orcs, goblins and 
wolves. 

Jackson said new soft
ware has been developed to 
bring Tolkien's characters to 
life. "With computers, we've 
arrived at a time when any
thing you can imagine can be 
put on to film," he said. 

No new ground broken in Jersey Devil 
By William Schiffmann, 
Associated Press 
Platform games got their 
when Nintendo gave birth 

a little guy called Mario. 

Rat e d 

E 
For Everyone 

clobber, Over the years, the genre to 
1as been tweaked, tuned, secrets to find, 

odified, 3-D'ed and 
nthropomorphized to death. 
nfortunately, today's sub

ect, Sony's Jersey Devil for 
he PlayStation, breaks not a 

hit of new ground. 
Seen it, done it, proba

)ly don't need to do it again. 
Is there a story line? 

ell, sure. It seems the evil 
cientist Dr. Knarf is taking 
lostages and turning com

on garden vegetables into 
jller mutants--and all this 

ayhem is taking place in 
he otherwise bucolic burg 
f Jersey City, N.J. 

Enter J.D. 
Jersey Devil covers all 

e platform requirements, 
eluding plenty of plat

orms. There are things to 
ollect, a variety of enemies 

places to P:~ •• ,,~ 
explore and 
lots of leaping 
to do. 

J.D. does 
the normal 
platform stunts. 
He climbs poles 
and ropes, push
es items, throws 

THE DEVIL You KNow-Jersey Devil is hampered by poor control, but the most damning is the lack of innovation. 
There are more tempting games to buy for your Sony Playstation. 

things and turns switches on 
and off. He can also glide 
short distances with a pair of 
stubby wings--not a great 
trick, but not bad. 

Your goal is to find and 
destroy all of the mad doc
tor's labs, collect tokens 
spelling out K-N-A-R-F to 
move to the next level, break 
open all green nitro boxes to 
power up J.D., grab the K 
token by defeating area 

bosses, free hostages and-- Judging distance for 
phew, finally!--defeat Knarf attacks is also treacher
and wipe out his secret lab. ous, with plenty of tail

A busy day for anybody. flailing and punchles's 
It's how the game does all punches while you get 
this that's a bother. bonked. The camera is 

The controls are at times 
troublesome. They aren't 
awful, but I found judging 
jumping distances--the key 
move for a platform game 
was often very difficult, 
leaving the poor critter tum

bling to a devilish death. 

annoying, with a wander
ing angle and no way to 
look up or down, where 
goodies often are hiding. 
And J.D. 's moves are 
pretty limited. 

On the other hand, the 
full motion video cutaways 

are fun to watch, the 3-D 
graphics are crisp, spare and 
amusing and the sound is 
solid and unobtrusive. 

The real sad news for 
Jersey Devil is that there are 
any number of better plat
formers available for the 
PlayStation now or in the 
pipeline--Crash Bandicoot 
leaps to mind, or Spyro the 
Dragon. Jersey Devil isn't a 
bad game. It just isn't good 
enough. 




