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accident cr 
change in Science 

By /JJ Woods, 
SMjfRqorIB 
An accident in an 

Organic Chemistry lab has 
created a greater focus on 
safety in Glenville State 
College's Science Hall. 

On Thursday, October 8, 
GSC student Ruth Salcourt 
was completing a flame test 
on an unknown and went to 
put out the flame in the sink. 

There had been acetone 
in the sink from students 
cleaning their glassware 
causing, with the heat of the 
flame, a fireball. 

The fireball not only 
scared Ruth but did bum 
her. None of her bums were 
very bad, but some of them 
did require bum gel. 

Accidents can happen at 

any time and any place. 
Learning from accidents and 
taking precautions to pre
vent them from occurring 
again has become the goal of 
the Math and Science 
Division's Ralph Same. 

As of October 14, 
Professor Ralph Same has 
been named Safety Officer 
for the division. While 
ome of his objectives are 
already in place, there is a 
list of other items for him 
to look at. 

Professor Same will be 
checking all the laboratories 
to make sure they include all 
the safety equipment neces
sary, including first aid kits. 

Same will be letting the 
other professors know the 
placement of thes~ safety 

Meetthe 

8:00-8:45 8.m. 

items so, in case of an emer
gency, the professors will 
have emergency supplies at 
their disposal. 

Same will be setting up 
a recordl:eeping system for 
the division so that when 

someone does have an acci
dent it can be recorded and 
further preventative mea
sures taken. 

Dr. Carl Armour, 
Chairperson of Math and 
Science, said "This accident sea .. ' 

Candidate. 1 Candidate 2 Candidate 3 

Monday. 
November 2 

Non-Classified 
"'erona Mapel Room) 

Tuesday. 
November 3 

Non-Classified 

Wednesday. 
November 4 

Non-Classified 
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Spotlight on Math and Science Student 
Ryan Moss and Carrie Kirkpatrick shine 

ByBJWoods, 
Staff Reporter 
Two math and science 

students are making great 
strides at Glenville State 
College this year. Ryan 
Moss and Carrie Kirkpatrick 
are making their mark. 

Ryan is a nineteen year 
old sophomore. He lives in 
Cedarville with his parents 
and his major is Chemistry. 

In a questionnaire, Ryan 
writes that he chose GSC 
because, "my family went 
here and I can stay home and 
go to college." 

Ryan also writes that he 
feels that GSC is one of the 
best schools in the state but 
he knows that 90% of the 
students hate Glenville and 
just want to get out. 

He doesn't feel that he is be the best team bowl player 
one of those people. He likes in the state and that his one 
Glenville and the people. . fault is, "I'm modest." 

When asked what his one 
wish for the students on the 
Math and Science Division 
at GSC was, he replied, 
"Someday that the building 
will still be standing." 

Ryan was also asked, if 
he could change one thing 
about the Math and Science 
Division to make it better, 
what would it be. Ryan 
replied, "I would like to 
have them build a shrine to 
Dr. Goll in front of the 
Science Hall." 

Ryan says that he would 
like to be single in ten years 
and have a small business, 
along with a spot at the 
sports center. He claims to 

Carrie Kirkpatrick, a 
1998 graduate ofGSC, is the 
recipient of the Williams' 
Award for the Outstanding 
Female Athlete. Carrie is 
currently employed at 
Dowell Schlumberger as a 
Lab Technician and resides 
in Fayetteville. 

The Williams' Award is 
given to the outstanding 
female graduate, who has 
graduated in May, 
December or August. This 
award is named after 
Clarissa K. Williams, who 
was a physical education 
instructor from 1947 to her 
retirement in 1964. 

West Virginia's spiritual 
colony focus of lecture 

By Chris Kenna, 
Staff Reporter 
Did you know .... 
-. that there is a Buddhist 

colony in WV? 
-- about the snake han

dlers church? 
-- about a spiritual 

colony in Fayette County? 
Well, it seems there was. 
GSC professor Daniel 

Wright, who teaches mainly 
at the Nicholas County cen
ter, visited the main campus 
on Wednesday, October 7, to 
speak about the Mountain 
Cove Spiritualist Colony 
that resided in Fayette 
County in the 1850s. 

According to Professor 
Wright, James Scott, a seven
day Baptist minister, and 
Thomas Harris, a Unitarian 
minister, began to dabble in 
spiritualism, a belief that one 
can transcend the human 
body by means of prayer, 
thOUght and meditation. 

Scott and Harris recruit
ed approximately 100 fellow 
New Englanders and eastern 
New Yorkers who were will
ing to follow them and their 
teachings. 

In 1850 they moved along 
a path that led them past 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, do\\tn 
the Ohio River, and up what is 
now Route 60 to a place 
between present day Ansted 
and Hico in Fayette County. 

Once settled, the 
colonists then began to 
build, under Scott's and 
Harris's leadership, a utopi
an society based in Christian 
beliefs supplemented with 
spritual teachings. 

In the time they were 
there, the colonists built 
their own community and 
even published their own 
paper, the Mountain Cove 
Journal and Spiritual 
Harbinger. In it they wrote 
about their teachings and the 

things they learned during 
their spiritual Journeys 
through trances and medita
tion. The colony was short 
lived, however. 

According to Professor 
Wright, the early demise of 
the colony (which lasted 
from 1850 to 1853) was due 
to internal rumblings and 
financial failure. It seems 
that the colony was not self
sustaining. 

When asked what he 
thought was the most inter
esting characteristic of the 
colony, Wright replied that 
he was fascinated by how 
well organized and educated 
they were. Wright went on 
to say that he is continuing 
to research the colony and 
what led up to its creation. 

Wright has located and 
preserved the only existing 
complete set of the 
Mountain Cove Journal for 
posterity. 

The first Williams' 
award was given out in 
1983. In order for a female 
to be eligible for this award 
they must be a graduate 
from GSC. They must have 
excelled in the sport of their 
choice and volunteer service 
to the college. The female 
must also exhibit good 
morale character. 

Carrie has done all of 
these things and so much 
more. She played volleyball 
for GSC for four years and 
ran track in her sophomore 
year at GSC and she was a 
tutor in the Math and 
Science division where she 
worked closely with Dr. 
Armour. She was able to 
participate in a trip to Costa 
Rica with Ms. Romeo to 

By Carla Rae Garrett, 
Contributing Reporter 
There are only 

eleven student teachers 
this fall,a small number 
compared to previous 
semesters. 

The decline could 
possibly be the result of 
few teaching jobs avail
able In the mid-90's 
when these students 
entered the program. 

However, on Sept. 
22 at the Prospective 
Student Teaching meet
ing, there were 30 appli
cants for Spring 1999. 

The student teachers 
started August 31 and 
will conclude the pro
gram December 10. 

Each student teacher 
will have two or three 
school placements, 

study the bio-diversity 
tropical rain forest. 
the group got 
Glenville, she and the 
the group gave pre:serltati.i 
to various schools as 
the Math and 
Division. 

Carrie showed in 
lege that being an 
didn't have to take 

Science Degree. 
able to balance out her 

time to give 

depending on their 
tent special ization. 

Teacher educatlvll'.II.1 
sti 11 a four year pro 
here at GSC, but as 
Krauss said, "It's a 
ty intense program." 

Because of 
extreme amount 
hours required for 
program, such as 
experience and 
teaching itself, 
Krauss added, "We 
finding more and 
students taking longer 
finish. " 

Anyone interested 
the teacher edu 
program should c 
either Dr. Sharon K 
or Mrs. Brenda Wi! 
in the Educat 
Department in C 
Hall. 



Degree Program 
rience into college 

"I thought it incredibly buoyant to find my 
experience counted academically. I worked 
my butt off. yet absolutely cannot say 
enough about this program!" 

from accredited colleges and 
universities. 

Acc·ording to 
Peterson, GSC averages 3-5 
Regents applicants a week 
with a perpetual 8-10 portfo
lios under evaluation. He 

--Beverly Hines-Brown, 
mother and student 

is now in business," said 
Peterson. "In essence, they 
would have had to start over 
in order to complete a busi
ness degree." 

The Regents program 
offers a viable recourse to 
such a perpl~xing scenario. 

For a $200 one-time fee, 
portfolios of Regents appli
cants are evaluated by the 
faculty of respective college 
departments to determine the 
amount of college credit 
assigned, and what courses 
must be subsequently under
taken to fill in the gaps. 

Though the process of 

says it is not uncommon for 
building documentation to Regents students to spend up 
create the portfolio itself is to 8 years in the program 
commonly daunting to before actual completion. 
applicants, the only actual The key is to just do it. 
prerequisite for Regents Beverly Hines-Brown, 
consideration is that one mother of 2 and adjunct 
must have been out of high- Behaviorial Science profes
school for five years. sor at GSC's Lewis County 

All West Virginia public extension, attended 
colleges offer the Regents Clarksburg Practical 
program, many types of pro- Nursing School to then 
fessional and academic life begin on-staff work at the 
experiences being applica- State Hospital in 1967. She 
ble to portfolio inclusion; to was awarded the Regents 
include resident nursing and Degree in 1980, then went 
government training pro- on to achieve her Masters at . 
grams, military service, and WVU in 1983. 
correspondence courses Speaking to her, it is not 

se rep is 
ing to recruit 

1ll@~W!lW!l@ @t Ill&~t» 
1ll@~W!lW!l@ @tOO IllS~t» 
1ll@~W!lW!l@ @t IllC~t» 

of 
to Glenville 

ammaly to lec
graduates for 
The focus is 

students but is 
to them. 

~mHm include a 
in business man

or forestry and/or 
peDtai health. 

work is likeable," 
Glenvi111e grad Kevin 
"You have the oppor-

tunity to be your own boss and 
work from home. The pay and 
benefits are good and there is a 
slim chance of lay offs." 

Osmose District 
Manager Kevin Marlon-
also a GSC graduate--adds 
"There are so many jobs we 
don't have enough man
power to fill them all. We 
are so flexible." 

Recruitment from 
Glenville State College aver
ages three to five graduates 
per year. The turn over in 
West Virginia equals 10% as 
where in the city it is 85%. 

Being that Osmose is an 
international company there 
are hundereds of jobs, relo
cation the opportunity to stay 
local and to be strategically 
placed. 

Cheerleading squad setting sig 
high for WVIAC competition 

By Aimee Mathess, 
Contributing Reporter 
A dedicated group of 

young ladies began their 
1998-99 cheerleading sea
son four days before the 
first home football game 
against Edinboro, 
Pennsylvania. Due to con
flicting schedules, the girls 
had to meet at 6:30 each 
morning in preparation for 
game day. 

The members of this 
spirited group are Misty 
Tomblin, Katrina Hamrick, 
Carol Tenney, Melinda 
Powers, Shawntae Ford, 

Breanna White, and Jane 
Wilmink. This year's 
cheerleading coach is 
Nancy McVaney, a long
time resident of Glenville. 

Mc yaney has seventeen 
years of experience with 
leading cheer squads 'of all 
ages. She has worked with 
grade school, Jr. High, high 
school, and now college 
level teams. 

The Pioneer cheerleaders 
will soon be organizing a 
''Little Miss Pioneer" contest 
as a fimdriliser for new tmi
fonos. 

The cheer squad has 

expressed, "We 
appreciate the 
our fans, our 
(James Duffield), 
cially the GSC 
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GSC's financial aides 
financial aid for student 

By Ann Williams, 
Staff Reporter 
Roughly seventy-five 

percent of GSC students 
receive Financial Aid. Have 
you wondered who the peo
ple who work so hard for 
you are? 

Karen Lay is the 
Financial Aid Administrator. 
SlJe began her employment 
lit ~ as a student worker in 
the otJiCe and 

Financial Aid in 1988 and Mendi Radcliff is the 
has been the Director since Financial Aid Counselor. 
1995. Her responsibilities She too started as a student 
include state and federal worker. She started work-
reporting, reconciling funds, 
answering questions, and 
problem solving. 

Carla Conley also start
ed as a student worker. 
After she graduated, she 
started working here full
time in 1981. In 198'8 she 

working with federal 

ing in the Financial Aid 
Office in December 1995. 
Her responsibilities include 
verifying files, counseling 
students and parents, and 
handling the award letters. 

Susie 1991 
Emplayee oCtile 
cd workiDa 

Office as an AccoWlting 
Clerk and later became full 
time Financial Aid Assistant. 
Her duties include emergency 
loans, off-campus scholar
ships, and dealing with col
lection agencies. 

Often students do not get 
their paperwork done on time. 
Karen Lay would like to 
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State. 
State coach 

_DeliO said Perez 
to~r~ol
Jayce Goree 

McJlVermll from a 

really under
why (Wilkie) 

at the sudden he 

PI 
decided to leave Friday 
night," Ruggiero told The 
Clarksburg Exponent
Telegram. "Obviously it had 
something to do with him 
not playing, but everything 
seemed to be fine when I 
had talked to him before. 

"We had been playing 
Goree the last couple of 
weeks and he's done well for 
us," Ruggiero said. 

Perez disputed 
Ruggiero's account of why 
he had been benched. 

"There was never any 
injury," Perez said. "Last 
year, I had a pelvic injury and 
I couldn't even walk in prac
tice. I took a cortisone shot 
and played anyway. That 

Unebacker aching 
back on the field 

got to be taken 
I probably wouldn't 

ann. but I'd take her 
... say 'Grandma, you 

out ofbere.'" 
will mt be easing his 
No. 13 West Vuginia's 

&mday will be Stills' first 
since breaking his 

in a season-opening loss 
Ste. Before his ugmy 

F'ft:II::eJ·Mld early-season atten-
a BuIIa.6 Awanl contender. 

got a lot of making up to 
as my slats, as far as get-

ling back with my teammates, and 
hopefully getting my draft status 
back up to where I want it to be," 
Stills said. 

StiUs, a senior, had 12 sacks 
in 1997 and two more against 
Ohio State before the knee 
injwy. It was the same kneecap 
that sidelined Stills at the end of 
the 1997 regular season. 

Stills says he reads scouting 
reports on the Internet that question 
his 235-pound fiame and durabili
ty. Along with the fractured 
kneecaps, Stills also has suffered a 
strained knee and a compound 
&acIure of the thumb in his career. 

NFL teams should look at his 
puductivity after his injuries when 
evaluating his potential, Stills said 

'Td ask them 'Did I per
form like I always have or did I 
slack ofl'?' Everytime I've been 
hurt, I've come back and per
formed the same way I always 
have," Stills said. 

Stills says he'll play the last 
few games of his college career 
with a fury and perhaps break 
into the ranks of a first-round 
draft choice. 

r I I IIIII 
would never be a factor. 

"I was picked off early 
against West Liberty, and 
never saw the field again," 
said Perez. 

Perez, who transferred to 
Glenville from West 
Virginia, led Division II in 
1997 with 4,494 yards pass
ing and 46 touchdowns. 
Behind Perez, Glenville 
State won a share of its fifth 
consecutive West Virginia 
Conference title and the 
league's fIrSt NCAA playoff 
berth. 

Although his numbers 
were down this year, Perez 
was leading the West Virginia 
Conference in total offense 
with 191 yards per game. 

Since taking over for 
Perez three weeks ago, 
Goree has thrown for 727 
yards and four touchdowns 
for Glenville State (4-3, 2-1 ). 

"I worked hard for this · 
team, and I feel I deserve to 
be the starter," Perez said. 

Ruggiero said he wasn't 
sure how the loss of Perez 
would affect the Pioneers. 

"If you look at the way 
we played (Saturday), obvi
ously something was the 
matter. Whether it was him 
or not I really don't know," 
Ruggiero said. 

Perez said he intends to 
stay at Glenville and finish 
his degree by next fall. 

Ruggiero said Perez will 

be missed and eventually 
would have played back into 
the lineup. 

"There are a lot of 
guys on this team that 
really like Wilkie," said 
Ruggiero. "He's done an 
awful lot for this program 
and probably would've 
done even more. 

"We felt the right 
decision was to go with 
Jayce Goree because of 
his recent play. Would 
Wilkie have played 
today? ... I don't know. 
Maybe he would've, but 
that's something that 
we'll never know and 
something that Wilkie 
will never know now." 

•• 1 • 
.I.rlllir & Irlll 

Open 5 p.m. daily 
Serving Food All Hours 

Walking Distance from the College 
DJ and Dancing Thursday & Saturday 

DJ Sean Davis 
18 to enter - 21 to drink 

462-7098 - 101 West Main Street 

It's okay, big boy. 
We'll dry those tears. 

The Common Place 
Restaurant 

462-7454 

Serving up what you never thought you'd miss ... Mom's cooking. 

Located behind Go-Mart in downtown Glenville. 
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GSC life is pretty 
good right now 

Hello out there to all in happy reader land. 
Hopefully,by now all of you have noticed that every hour 
on the hour a lovely sound eminates from above. No, 
silly reader, not the voices in your head-- the lovely 
sounds of the GSC bell tower. Regardless,of the fact that 
we have no hunchback as of yet, the bell tower, newly 
restored to perfect working order, has been a lovely and 
refreshing addition to the Glenville State campus, and 
not just the because it informs us of the status of the end-

~ . ing of class. The noon hour is so spirited and calming 
with the lovely sounds of neo-classical music in the back 
ground. 

Further good news can be found in several other new 
placements at GSC. The dawning of a new era in the 
GSC family has been brought about by the addition of the 
new Spanish and comprehensive literature teacher, 
Ximena Gallardo. Gallardo brings us one step further to 
becoming a real part of the global family by offering for
eign language classes at GSC. 

The GSC Powerline dance team, although not a new 
adCiition, has really come a long way this year. Their spir
ited performances are quickly becoming a staple of the 
GSC football economy. Not a very strong point with fans 
in the past, the dance team is really coming into its own 
this year. 

In further football news, although we sadly lost 
to Fairmont State College, it was nice to see such a 
wonderful turnout for the Homecoming game 
parade and kudos to Student Congress for inspiring 
such a ~ondeful turnout at this year's dance. The 
dance has not been a big winner with GSCstudents 
in the past few years, so, whatever James Arnold is 
doing as far as pUblicity is concerned is working. 

This has ~een a good semester for GSC so far; hope
fully, witt,. luck, it will just keep getting better. 

Editorials 

By CAris HopkiIu, 
Sttlff ColuIM/st 
The loss (l~ ~ loved one 

is never really easy to get 
over and sometimes people 
never make it back to a nor
mal way of life--it is just so 
unbearably painful your 
emotions never really recov
er from the shock. Losing 
someone that you care for is 
one of the few constants in 
life that you can depend on. 
That and taxes. 

I can't really describe 
the pain you feel when you 
realize that you won't ever 
see someone again because 
they have died, passed on, or 
gone on to another life. 
There is no real explanation 
for what happens when you 
die or why you die except 
that you do. 

The only people that I've 
lost that were really close to 
me were my step brother and 
my dad's adCl.nti''1e 

Though these people went 
not my bleod reIaUves it 
hurt beC:ue I Ii eel _ UP· ........ , 
my life knowing those pee-
pIe and IlOt ~10 iWl"~ 
them ever again ~ 
brings I!le to tears. 

Moat people just ~ 
family for granted and diiDi 
that they're goiDg to be 
around forever. They ignore 
or mistreat them aDd ap0lo
gize later because family is 
thought to be around forev
er. Well, think again because 
they can die and go away a •••• Ij 
forever at any age. 

I can't reaIlr fa1hom liv
ing without my mother or 
father ~ause they ~ 
my life complete and • 
made me who I am. Riabt 
now both of my pareats _ 
facing medical problems_ 
they could very serious if 
not dealt with. Even if I try 
to prepare myself for the 
eventual loss of 

The Mercury 200 IIigb Stnet - .... 41ii. 
SUBMISSION 

G ·UIDELINES 

All articles S1.IbmitBl for publicaIiaD in DIe ~::III 
spaced. Stories and IIIlIIOUlICeJJI sbGuId be 4 
deadline for stories and 8DJIOIl!1a\II1e is __ .... . 
next week's paper. All photographs sbouId be _ ... ., 
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Soundbites: Audio Reviews 
By John Pacenti, 
Associated Press 

sings Bob Dylan's unre
leased ' 'Mississippi." 

Bullock's Practical 
will put a spell O"Y 

"The Globe 
Sessions" (A&M) 
Sheryl Crow 

She was 
panned on her 
debut as the 
lucky bene
factor 

cians, 
derided 
second 
making a geographical 
mistake in a song. 

With her third disc, 
"The Globe Sessions," 
Sheryl Crow emerges as 
an accomplished singer of 
undeniable strength and 
depth. Crow has come of 
age in this mature, indeli
bly textured work that 
should finally shut up the 
naysayers. 

In many ways, "The 
Globe Sessions" weaves 
its way like a John Haitt 
album, exploring all kinds 
of nooks and crannies of 
rock. Crow's influences 
are many: the obligatory 
Rolling Stones, but also 
Don Henley, Bonnie Raitt, 
and Fl~etwood Mac. She 

Crows' vocals can 
portray the country sweet
ness of Linda Ronstadt, 
the wearied wisdom of 

Raitt and then 
blast you with 

the diva rock 
of Stevie 
Nicks. She 
also contin
ues to forge 
her own 

mark, especial
ly with her wry 

observations of Los 
Angeles. 

Employing a Henley
beat (circa "Building the 
Perfect Beast"), the song 
stands as one of Crow's 
best. From there, "The 
Globe Sessions" peels 
into a different direction 
with each tune--including 
a hidden track filled with 
classic Crow lyrics and 
surefire hit, "Anything 
But Down." 

Instrumentation here 
is exquisite and full of 
surprises. Crow handles 
much of it, playing guitar, 
keyboards, clarinet and 
percussion, violins, pedal 
steel, and a Moog synthe
sizer. Truly one of the 
year's best. 

By Brent Wood, 
Staff Columnist 
Have you ever wanted 

to have someone fall in 
love with you? Have you 
ever wanted to see that ex
boyfriend get what he 
deserves? 

In the film Practical 
Magic, Sandra Bullock 
and Nicole Kidman are 
two sisters born into a 
long line of witches, but 
the women in this family 
have been cursed to never 
find love. 

When their father is 
killed by the curse and 
their mother dies of a 
broken heart, the two sis
ters move in with their 
aunts, played by Dianne · 
Wiest and Stockard 
Channing. 

Nicole Kidman plays 
the wild child, using her 
powers for mischief while 
Sandra plays the prude try
ing to live a normal life in 
a town of witch haters. 

The women grow up 
and move on but always 
kept their magical bond. 
Sandra marries and has to 
two little girls. Nicole par
ties her way into a man's 
arms. But, as fate has it, 
the two women are drawn 

Trick or Treat 
Grab Bag 

Music Cassettes $5 + Tax 
Rock and Country Titles 

Gift Certificates 

208 East Main Street 
Glenville, WV 26351 (304) 462-8055 

Man-Wed 10-6 
Thurs-Sat 10-8 

Teresa L. Wayman 
Paul Hartman 

OWNERS 

together by tragedy. 
In their attempt to 

cover up a murder they 
conjure a demon they were 
ill-prepared to handle. 

To complicate matters, 
a detective is in town to 
investigate the murdered 
man's disappearance. 
Sandra must now fight the 
demon as well as her true 
feelings. 

Despite a somewhat 
slow beginning, the end 
makes up for it with come
dy, romance and a final 

ApPALACHIAN BRASS QUlNrl!l'·~~i 
Sunday, November 1 

7:30 p.m. 

PERCUSSION ENSEMBLE 
Monday, November 2 

8 p.m. 

Presented In conjunction with the wa.t YIIlillii~·~ 
Collegiate Music Educator's COInfallW"~ 
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ween Horrors and Bag of Bones -
Questions with author Stephen King 

""I~', thesizes the earthly and 

he's 
I)e is more 

about any 
American 

unearthly in an engaging, if 
somewhat long, Gothic 
yarn full of lurid twists and 
turns so intricate that the 
very fact the ending works 
is sort of a surprise. 

King remains full of 
surprises. On a recent day, 
in the throes of the kind of 
publicity tour he disdains, 
he took a moment to talk 
about his writing and how it 
fits into the jigsaw puzzle of 
modern American angst. 

1. What's different 
about "Bag of Bones"? 

King: I think that people 
sense it's a real novel in a 
way that some of my novels 
are not. I set out to make it 
a Gothic, but I wasn't con
sciously writing a departure 
from other things. Nobody 

game GT64 
s a tune-up 

up, I got excited. 
a fitting compan-

II"'KI''-'nn. '99, an excel-
mr the N64 and the 

_ ...... is no. 

is a promising 
_~lCOlmolrate one of rac

most popular new 
touring car racing, 

game for Nintendo's 
• plaltform. The idea just 

survive the translation 
the road to the cart. 

wrong here? 
\VelI, for one thing-and 
IeeIDS to be a trend with a 

number of recent racing 
games--track selection is 
extremely limited. There are 
just a handful of courses to 
choose from. Compare that to 
the 17 available in NASCAR 

I found the steering COQ

trois hard to master. The cars 
don't actually steer-sliding is 
the preferred mode of corner
ing-and adding even the 
smallest amount of power in a 
tmn will send your car skid
ding all over the place, no mat
ter how delicate your touch. 

Combine difficult con
trols and a greased pig for a 
car and this is what happens: 
The computer's cars, which 
handle as if glued to the 
pavement, vanish after the 
first comer . 

I did manage to smash up 
a lot of cars, but that's only 
fun for so long. If you're look
ing for a racing game for your 
N64, I'd look elsewhere. 

sets out to write a departure. 
If they do, they totally 
screw it up. What you do is 
what turns your dials, what 
juices you up. The bowlers 
say, 'If you work the spares, 
the strikes will take care of 
themselves. ' 

2. Does the cnlt of per
sonality still surprise you? 

King: I should not have 
to go out on these tours and 
sell Stephen King. People 
want to know what you 
look like, what you think 
about Clinton, whether I 
was abused as a child, and 
that's why I write such 
scary stories. That's self
indulgent. 

3. You've said before 
that you wonder about the 
shelf life of your work. Do 
you think it will endure? 

King: A lot of writers, 
they die and their books are 
gone. It could well happen to 
me. If anything would help 
me stay around, it's horror. 
It's the strontium 90 of litera
tme. It has a bell. of a half-life. 

4. Some of the movies 
and TV movies made from 
your books seem to work 
(Stand By Me, The 
Shawshank Redemption, 
Carrie) and some don't 
(Pet Sematery, The 
Tommyknockers). Any 
accounting for why? 

King: I call it the blad
der factor. People squirm at 
'Saving Private Ryan' 
because it's two hours and 
50 minutes long. The limit
ing factor is your bladder. 
The most successful movies 
that have been made out of 

my books have been about 
the shorter books. That's the 
bladder factor. ... 'Apt 
Pupil' is from a novella. It's 
shorter. And I really like it. I 
think you're going to like it. 

S. "Bag of Bones" has 
a lot of history in it. Is this 
something that's lacking 
in modern fiction? 

King: There aren't a lot 
of historical novelists in 
our generation. Maybe, 
because of television, 
maybe it's all about now. 
(With 'Bag of Bones') I 
wasn't interested in history 
per se. I was interested in 
Mike Noonan. But Gothics 
are always about buried 
history, about secrets that 
are covered up. So it had to 
be historical. I read a fair 
amount of local history. 
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