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DesPite low attendance 
Student Congress Forum addresses· con-
cerns about graduation, . reorganization 

By Chris Vannoy 
Stall Reporter 

On Tuesday, February 1, 
Glenville State College Student 
Congress held a student forum to 
gather opinions from the GSC stu­
dent body. Despite poor attendance, 
the congress and attendees 
broached over 30 different topics, 
ranging from the hijinx of sixth 
floor Wagner to two key issues 
involving the congress's represen­
tation and the graduation ceremony. 

Heading off the forum, a student 
inquired about the new regulation 
prohibiting the wear of honor cords 
during the GSC graduation ceremo­
ny. These cords include the 0 es 
that have been traditionally worn 
for membership in national hon­
orary fraternities. 

Student Body P{Csident Mo 
Tzoneva explained, "I talked to 
Debbie Simon, and she told me that 
[the honor cord proposal] was 
going on. I asked her why it wasn't 
brought to Student Congress. She 
said that it wasn't a Student 
Congress issue." 

President Tzoneva pledged to 
send a formal letter asking for a stu­
dent review of the policy. 

"We're the students. We are the 
people who are wearing them. We'll 
try to take care of that." Tzoneva 
reiterated. 

Also broached was a proposal to 
restructure the make-up of Student 
Congress itself. The proposal 
would reduce the number of sena­
tors from their present 24 to 15 by 
eliminating the senators at large. 

"The reason behind it is because 

Student President Mo Tzoneva fields questions 
from students at the Student Congress forum 
held on February 1 
there's a lot of people who get on 
the congress ,hat get there because 
we want something on their 
resume." Tzoneva clarified. 

Reaction by the students present 
at the forum was decidedly negative 
to the proposal. Several students 
were worried about the effect the 
change in representation would 
have on the variety of opinions 
expressed in the congress. Some 
also questioned the motives behind 
the proposal, even asking if the pro­
posal was being pushed upon the 
congress by their advisors. 

The lack of attendance, possibly 
enhanced by a scheduling conflict 
with a home basketball game, also 
irked many congressmen. 

"This thing's been posted all 
over the dorms and stuff, and when 
you get only eight people here, it's 
hard. It's like anything else on this 
campus, you just can't get people to 
do anything. You couldn't offer 
them ten bucks to get them to come 
to this meeting." l.amented Senator 
at Large Chris Birkhimer. 

The original eight that were in 
attendance were later joined by 
latecomers, bringing the total to a 
still abysmal 20 or so. 
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Powell asks legislature for $7 millio 
By Sherry Newsome 
Staff Reporter 

Recently, Glenville State College 
President, Dr. Thomas Powell, has 
been a man on a mission. He has 
been frequenting legislative sessions 
at the Capitol in hopes of gaining 
some attention for the college and 
thus some much needed funding. In 
order to implement these proposed 
changes and renovations, the money 
for these projects has to come from 
somewhere. However, because of a 
three percent budget cut imposed by 
Governor Underwood, GSC's purse 
strings are tighter than ever. Over 
$227,000 has been cut from the col­
lege's budget this fiscal year. As a 
result, departments and organiza­
tions across campus have felt the 
pinch put on expenditures. 

On a positive note, however, 

GSC has some news worth celebrat­
ing-the Board of Directors has given 
the college permission to proceed 
with the construction of ten town­
houses to be built on Mineral Road, 
where the college owned trailer park 
is located. The trailers, which house 
married GSC students and students 
with families, will be available for 
purchase by students residing in 
them, although they will have to be 
moved upon purchase. But in order 
to begin construction of the new 
complexes, the school needs money. 

In order to aid him in his efforts, 
Powell has designed a legislative 
agenda packet which contains factu­
al information about the college, a 
Presidential letter to legislators, and 
a highlight of GSC's commibnent to 
Tradition, Innovation, Leadership, 
and Community as well as a priori­
tized ''wish"list of much needed ren-

ovations and improvements. 
The first priority on the agenda 

are the residence halls. Powell has 
asked for $250,000 for renovations 
to Picken's Hall. Louis Bennett Hall 
is beyond repair, thus the need for 
the townhouse complexes, which 
will cost an estimated $2,500,000. 

The second priority is to obtain 
enough funding to purchase the 
building which houses the Nicholas 
County Campus. GSC bas paid 
$150,00 in rent annually since 1986. 

The third priority is for the com­
plete renovation of the Heflin 
Student Life Center. In 1990, a 
North Central Accreditation report 
noted the poor conditions of the cen­
ter and recommended changes to 
better accommodate GSC students. 
The price tag for this upgrade is 
$2,000,000 .. 

Fourth. safety and security have 

been much neglected issues 
Powell's proposal is to 
Street, as the brunt of the 
pedestrian traffic crosses 
Heflin Center to clalwtllOms. 
improvements and additions 
an increased number of 
lights, emergency call 
keyless entry system for use 
dence halls and computer 

Lastly, Powell has 
funds to complete the FIDe 
Center. Music practice rooms 
never built wheo die 
constructed in 1988. 

The tobd 

Mountaineer Food Bank participates in V GO 2 
basic necessities met, it is America's Second Harvest 
time for us to tum our atten- to launch a national food 
tion . to the millions of drive fpr the new millenni-

Current statistics indicate 
that more than 40 percent of 
U.S. households planned to 
stock up on food and other 
basic staples in anticipation 
of Y2K disruptions. Three­
fourths of those households 
planned to purchase at least 
a month's worth of products. 

Februay I, 2000. 
MOlt pldiciJWi .. 

banb hAve designated 
off lites fOl' doaIlIIioIIlS. 
nonprofit charities 

The Mountaineer Food Americans who are not able um. 1be company is a long­
Bank, located at 180 to enjoy ' sach . securit)l. time ' PJU1Der of America's 
Enterpnse Drive, Gassaway, Thirty-one , million ' Second Harvest and in 1999, 
West;,J(.irgiDia.is paRicipal- Americans have :begun the i donaW more than 20 mil­
fig in a national food drivo -,,,new:J¥MIn;-.eid!8n iltH1&rY orr . tionidunds of food to the 
to encourage people to . not knowing where their food bank network. 
donate their Y2K leftovers next meal will come from. The millennium food 
to local food banks. The Millennium Food drive, Y GO 2 WASTE, is 

Fortumltely, most of us Drive is an effort to address designed to redistribute food 
have made a smooth transi- the stark reality of hunger in and supplies that many 
tion into the new year. With America. The Kellogg Americans stockpiled in 
computer systems intact and Company has partnered with anticipation of a Y2K crisis. 

erVlces 
will be offering workshops on the following subjects: 

Resume Writing - February 8, 2000 
Interview Skills - February IS, 2000 

Professional Dress - February 22, 2000 

AJlworkshops wiU begin in the afternoon at 12:15 
in the Distance Learning Center located in the 

basement of the Robert F. Kidd Library. 
If you have questions 'concerning these workshops or other career related needs 

contact the Office of Career Services at 462-4118 -
or stop by our office - room 204 in the Heflin Student Center 

America's Second 
Harvest would like to invite 
individuals to bring excess 
goods to food banks and 
other collection sites 
between January 15 and 

May Graduates: 
Graduation 

orders should be placed 
the bookstore by 

February 11 th. 
Payment required 
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Japanese students host Friendship 
By Sherrie Hardman 
Staff Reporter 

homes prior to the dinner. 
Faculty member stated 

''that it would be nice if the 
On January 27, 2000 American students would do 

Glenville State College with something similar for the 
combined efforts of the entire Japanese students." 
ESC (English as a Second The food and ingredients 
Language) class hosted a for the meal were authentic 
Japanese Friendship Dinner. and some had to be purchased 

Preparation for the dinner in a Japanese Food Store in 
took ESC Professor Gayle Pittsburgh, Pa. 

_ Borkowski and Japanese stu- Approximately 75-80 

viding the guest with a more 
authentic atmosphere. 

Programs were provided 
upon entering the dinner, 
which contained the recipes 
for the food that was pre­
pared, boiled beef and vegeta­
bles, Teriyaki Chicken, Miso 
soup with pork and vegeta­
bles, Japanese deserts, salad 
bar with Japanese vegetables 
and Curry and rice. 

, CMI dents weeks of planning. The Faculty and students attended 
Japanese students spent two the dinner. The Japanese stu­
days cooking, and three dents also demonstrated 
fourths of the food was pre- Japanese hand writing and 
pared in the Japanese students played Japanese music pro-

Junior Libby Hudkins 
stated "Most everything was 
similar to the types of food 
you would find in a Japanese 
restaurant" 

GSC students line up a taste 

HEAPS offers grants to 
adul't part-time students 

By AIlisOIl TtIIII 
Sf4jf ReporNr 

In January, the West Vtrginia 
State Legislature passed a new pro­
gram designed to help adult part­
time students obtain financial assis­
tance for school. This program is 
called HEAPS, the acronym for 
West Virginia Higher Education 

• Adult Part-Time Studeht Grant 
"Program. 

It is set up to give financial aid 
to stUdents carrying six to eleven 
credit hours. It is possible for a stu­
dent to receive the full amount of 
tuition, and the grant is renewable 
each semester up to nine years. 

Financial Aid Administrator 
Karen Lay comments, "these are 
free dollars students are not 
required to repay." 

In order to be eligible, a student 

is required to first fill out a FAFSA 
form. Other requirements include 
that recipients must have been out 
of high school for at least two years, 
have been a resident of West 
Vtrginia for the last twelve months, 
be enrolled or accepted for enroll­
ment in an associate or bachelor's 
degree, be making satisfactory 
progress, have an independent stu­
dent status, and have the need for 
financial assistance. 

Lay states that "we still have 
some money remaining for this 
semester and we will have this 
funding next school year. We are 
encouraging people who we know 
are going to be part time students to 
apply," 

If you are interested or want 
more information, speak to Karen 
Lay in the Financial Aid 
Department. 

NEW LIBRARY HOURS 
BEGINNING FEBRUARY 1, 2000 

Sunday 
Monday - Thursday 

Friday 
Saturday 

3 p.m. - 11 p.m. 
8 a.m. - 11 p.m. 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
11 a.m. - 4 p.m . . 

Japanese cooking and culture 

The forecast Is In ••• 

Six more weeks of winter 

Well folks, the verdict is in and 
it came straight from the horse's 
er ... the woodchuck's mouth. We 
are in for six more weeks of bad 
weather, according to 
Pennsylvania resident and 
renowned weather expert, 
Punxsutawney Phil. 

Phil, roused from his hole on 
Wednesday, delivered a bad pre­
diction to those of us looking for­
ward to an early spring. 

According to weather 
researchers, the groundhog has 
only been right 28 times out of 60 

in the past 6B yam. 
GroaDdIaoc Day 

average c:mwd fl500 
Gobbler's Knob, wIM!R 
unceremoniously roused 
slumber by the nJde tap of ... 
cia wood cane at the .... 
burrow. 

Accordina to legead, if abo 
dawns sunny aod brigbl. 
groundhog will see his 
and winter will last an adIIltICI! 

six weeks. On the otber 
the day is overcast. the groundlbl 
will not see his shadow, sYlnlKlii 
ing an early 
Unfortunately, we weren't 
lucky this year. 

We Need Art 

Submissions may be given to Dr. Gayte Bl1Ik~KSIGI 
or to Criston Gtavely. 
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... e'lIIlI Challe 
I 8m tired of hearing students complain about the col­

lege, administration an~ policies in class. It is not that I 
don't want to hear what they are saying, but just sitting 
around talking about these issues will not change any-

o thing. If you r.cally want things to change, may I su~gest 
a letter to the editor, or perhaps a civil student protest? 
Believe n;le, I know that changes do rwt ~ccur ,by sitting 
around and whining abQ.llt ~em; change requires action. 
Positive action~ and energie~ will result in positive 
results. 

It also seems to me ~ lat~y there has been a lot of 
things going on behiDli closed dool'$ on this campus. At 
any rate there are enough gossitJ and rumors flying around 
to make me suspicious. 1 Just 4on't understand this prac­
tict; at atl. Are we all not adults? .1$ thi~ not an institution 
of highe~ lear~in8. that ~~ves on ~~ft:~Jp~PR~n,i~Jl~" (!i.S.­
cusS ion. learmng and change? I can t -help but wonder 
what types of things could possibly be such a big deal that 
they have to be hidden or only discussed in hush hush 
conversations. 

Now for a few good notes. The changes happening on 
the campus are bringing positive results. In all my class­
es more and more students are beginning to take an active 
role in their education. Professors seem to be more enthu­
siastic about their classes. Unfortunately, in the past this 
was the exception rather than the rule. I am not sure if it 
the students affecting the teachers or vice-versa; all I 
know is that is the best possible change that could have 
happened on this campus. , 

lMy Tw© 
Have you ever won­

dered why some people get 
all bent out of shape when 
a person uses "foul lan­
guage"? What the f**k is 
their problem? Oooooooh 
I am, so very, very sorry I 
used that kind of language. 
Give me the chance to 
redeem myself in your 
eyes. What I meant to say 
was, what the intercourse 
is their problem? 

What I am trying to 
point out is that sometimes 
one word is all you need to 
hit a nerve. At the January 
27 meeting of the Student 
Congress, two student rep­
resentatives chose to use 
"foul language" to stress a , 
point they were both trying 
to make. The fIrst senator 
made the statement "... if 
we do that, then we are 
f**k*d." And the second 

,stateaent made was ''This 
is a crode of S**t."At this 
point, Cheryl McKinney 
harshly criticized both 
members of Student 
Congress for their choice 
of words. 

I could understand the 
fact that Mrs. McKinney 
did not appreciate the ''foul 
language" used, but to 
meet with those two peo-

By Jeremy Burks 
pie abo,ut it outside of the 
meeting to discuss their 
behavior is going way 
overboard. This is still a 
free country, is it not? 
Should we post the Bill of 
Rights just to remind us 
that we do have the free­
dom of speech and the 
right to express our point 
of views at Student 
Congress meetings? 

Let's not forget what 
happened at a IFC meeting 
last semester when the 
TKE representative, Dave 
Bragg, made the statement 
"F**k the IFC," and 
walked out. 

In all three instances 
"foul language" was u~ 
and in all three cases the 
speaJce.rs were ~)le9 
or punished because some .. 
one did not like what f:bey 
had to say. The "foul lan­
guage" was only usecJ q, 
accent a point the person 
was trying to make. The 
language used was not 
directed at one person or 
used in a context that 
degraded anyone person 
or groups of people. The 
words were used very 
carefully and with skill. 

So what now? Am I to 
be dragged off, my mouth 

The Womei'. _en~ ~-.. for April wil 
definetly be a g~ thing. UQpefu1l1 it will grow and Fr...:;;.....----<~_;;a:;;;::;;;~=~ ____ ===""~== 
ftxpand into an e",* bigg~ iDi better oonfereBcc'. 

ybody wh9 .,....,~ it 0_, will .Oft assuredly be 
!pining -.ot. 

ls it time for anotbei ~y t? Alghougb they CaD 

claJses . Jbe Ntra un-pllDDe4 
off is.e w it. Playi~ In the snow is something 

:IRiM'le I never ~. l'tbs, r !fever \bought I would say 
I forgot what it is like to sleep in! Geesh eady; 

tiiiPIUtlfNil1. ~1uW. 9n" Ciwtslite me. 



Page. 7 

ns surround smoking policy 
before lighting up again 
approximately one year ago. 

My concerns are very spe­
cific. I have spoken with ~ 
fessors, faculty senate mem­
bers, fellow students, as well 
as my representative for 
Student Congress. It seems 
that when it comes to this pol­
icy, there is no one on the 
campus who can fully answer 
my quesdoos. 

First, I spend 95% of my 
lime in Science Hall. I was 
sony 10 see that on the draft of 
Ibe policy there was nowhere 
in that area for a smoker 10 go 
fat her niooUne fix. The clos­
est place is the breeze way 
between the Mercury office 
and the bookstore, and of the 
other locations listed there 
were no seating facilities for 
the smoker. Why is this? 
There is a flat area outside 
Scieace Hall that would make 
a nice place to install picnic 
cables for smokers. 

I have even been given the 
name of a young man who has 
graciously volunteered to 
make as well as install the pic­
nic tables free of charge. I 
don't have a clear or concise 
answer for protecting the 
smoker from the weather that 
woo't cost the college much 

money, but I do think this is " in a designated smoking area mean that the designated 
something that the administta- or not. I think d1at there could smoking areas tieed to be far 
tion should look into. I can really be some messy legali- away and in the elements? 
say that the hospitals that I ties involved. Does this mean that just 
have been to over the past few Fourth, the way the policy because you smoke you are 
yem have smoking shelters reads I will not be able to have not allowed to sit down while 
in place for both employees a cigarette while going from you enjoy your cigarette. 
and visitors. The restaurant class to class ~ I am in a Does this mean that the 
where I am employed has a designated smoking area. SDioker needs to be shoved 
smoking as well as a non- Why? I am not walking into a " off into some comer of cam­
smoking section. Both of building with a lit cigarette. I pus where no one will see 
these conform to state and am merely walking across them nor they see anyone? 
county IlOD-SIDOking policies. campus. Usually, I walk alone I was always under the 

Second, with no smoking but there are times that I walk assumption that GSC was a 
places allowed around the with friends who are also small community where we 
Science Hall, the pmfessors smokm, or with friends:who aU cared about ~h other. It 
who are teaehiDg classes over don't smoke. seems.. to me that someone 
90 minutes run into a problem Fifth is the constitutioDal totally forgot this while com­
during breaks. Instead of rights of the smoker. This is a ing up with this policy. 
allowing for a 10 minute free counb:y, where ORe is not Does the administtation 
break, the professor is going supposed to be discriJninated Wish to alienate the smokers 
to have to allow for ex.tta time against, but the policy allows of the campus because they 
so that students who smote for much discrimination. As want tb put the smokers out 
can get to ooe of these desig- one person on campus put of sight? Does this mean thai 
Dated areas and then make it this, the designated smoking by putting the smokers out of 
back to class. areas are nodJing more than sight that they will also be out 

Third, the policy states ridicule circles. Putting these of the administration's mind? 
that smokers technically are areas in out of the way phlces I sincerely hope not I also 
not able to smoke in their pri- is a form. of discrimination. hope that before this poli\. J 

vale vehicles when they are I believe that there needs goes into effect that these 
not parked in one of these des- to be specific smoking areas, problems and questions can 
ignated smoking areas. Many but do they have to be so far be taken care of. I realize that 
smokers will have a nugor out of the way? I know that not everyone is always going 
problem with this. As stalied,4t the rights of the non-smoker to agree, but I do believe that­
is their personal vehicle, so by are supposed to prevail, but there is a good compromise 
law what they do in it is their what about the rights of the that can come" out of all" of 
business whether it is parlced smoker? Do these rights this. 

entine's Day rich with history, folklore 

Iebr1I181'Y 14, VaJeatine's 
a day w_ people 
die country give "I 

you's" and "be mine's" 
another, in various 

School children cele­
Valentine's Day by 

cards and hav­
daocc&. 

are different theo­
as to where Valentine's 

originated. Experts 
the event with an 

Roman festival 

called Lupercalia. which 
was celebrated to remember 
Lupercus, a Roman god who 
protected the city from 
wolves. 

Another theory is that 
the name Valentine may 
have come from a Christian 
Priest, Saint Valentine, who 
was jailed by the Romans 
for his beliefs. While in jail, 
he cured the jailer's daugh­
ter of her blindness. On the 
night before Valentine's 
Day, Saint Valentine sent a 
note to the young girl and 
signed it "From Your 

Valentine." On the next day, 
February 14, Saint Valentine 
was beheaded" for perform­
ing this miracle. 

Valentine's Day may 
have come from a combina­
tion of sources and the 
belief that still remains is 
that it is a time for lovers. 
Valentine's Day is a popular 
holiday in England and has 
been celebrated for over 
500 years. 

There are many icons 
representil)g Valentine's 
Day that have been passed 
down from generation to 

generation. These include 
ribbons, velvet, satin and 
lace trimmings. The tradi­
tion of putting lace and rib­
bons on cards descends 
from the Medieval , practice 
where knights who fought 
in tournaments wore tokens 
to remind them of their lady 

from an old English saying 
that if a man wears a red 
rose on Valentine's Day, he 
will marry his sweetheart 
within a year. The violet is 
also associated with 
Valentine's Day because the 
window of the jail where 
Saint Valentine was held 

loves. had violets growing around 
The red heart is a very it. 

old icon; many years ago, 
people thought that the 
heart was the center of our 
feelings. The red rose con­
tains a special meaning for 
people in love and descends 

Regardless of what an 
individual beliefs, we all 
agree that the purpose of 
Valentine's Day is to share 
love and c<?mpassion with 
others. 












